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FBC Easter Sunday Devotion April 12 2020 Matthew 28:1-10 

The thing that sets Christianity apart from every other religion is every other founder of a faith is 
dead. Buddha is dead, Confucius is dead, Muhammad is dead. Jesus is not! 

Therefore, we proclaim the Resurrection of Jesus is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. Four 
different exhortations are given in our text. I believe these commands are also valid for us. 

“Don’t Be Afraid!” In verse 5 the angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid!” “I know you are 
looking for Jesus . . . He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead.”  Then in verse 10 Jesus said to the 
women: “Don’t be afraid!” 

Life can be frightening and uncertain! Our country is in the grip of a coronavirus pandemic. The 
financial markets are precarious. Death seems to loom over us wherever we turn. 

The great message of the resurrection is this: “he’s alive and I’m forgiven, Heaven’s gates are 
opened wide.” Death can no longer hurt the one who has placed their faith in Christ! 

“Come and See!” In verse 6 the angels told the women to come and see for themselves that Jesus 
was no longer in the tomb. His Resurrection is the foundational truth of the Christian faith. Yet our 
Lord said “blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

Go and Tell! In verse 10 the women are told to go and tell the disciples. At the end of the gospel of 
Matthew Jesus tells the disciples to go into all the world and proclaim the message of the gospel. 

If the message of Easter is true, and I believe with all my heart that it is, then it is the best and most 
important news there is to share. God is Real, God Cares, Life is not meaningless, Forgiveness is 
possible, there is Life beyond the grave. 

We may assume that everyone understands the message of Easter. But they don’t! Many only see 
Easter Bunnies, Easter Eggs, candy, and family gatherings. Easter is not a celebration designed by 
chocolate manufacturers; it is God breaking through the walls of death – giving us hope and new life. 

Remember what I told you (v.7). We need to remember the message of Easter today and every 
day. We need to recall it.   

We MUST remember the Resurrection of Jesus because it gives us a whole new starting point (and 
ending point) for life. Let it not be a one day celebration; let it become the fuel for our daily living! 
Start each day with the reminder that because He lives . . . the future is certain, the present is in His 
hand, and we never, ever, walk alone. 

Let’s share the transforming nature of Easter.  This is one of those stories that truly is sweeter every 
time we tell it. Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed. 

Prayer: We pray for all our First Baptist church family, that though we are isolated from one another 
in corporate worship, we will be holding each other up in prayer. Be especially with those who feel 
most isolated and alone. Grant them a deep sense of your presence and bring comfort and peace. 


