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FBC Good Friday Devotion April 10 2020 “It Is Finished” John 19:28-30 

As Jesus hung on the cross, near death, the Roman guards and other spectators watched to see what 
his last words might be. Would he cry out for God to save him? Would he curse God? Would he beg 
for his life to be spared? 

At his last moment, Jesus said, “It Is Finished”. These were the last words to be spoken by the 
greatest man that ever lived. There was never a man like him. 

When Jesus died, even the natural forces acknowledged his greatness because the sun was darkened 
and the earth quaked. And this great man said, “It Is Finished”. 

When Jesus said, “It Is Finished”, those words rang out across Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the 
uttermost parts of the earth. The birds and the beasts of the field heard Jesus say, “It Is Finished”. 
The mountains heard him say it. The fishes in the depths of the sea heard him say it. The vail in the 
temple heard him say it and it was torn into two pieces. The ground beneath the feet of the Roman 
soldiers heard him say it and the earth shook. And his words thundered out across the whole universe. 

When Jesus shouted, “It Is Finished”, this was not a message of resignation whispered in defeat. 
Rather, it was a triumphant proclamation. The words, “It Is Finished”, were triumphant and joyous 
last words uttered by the greatest man to ever live. 

Jesus uttered many profound words during his life. He commanded the waters to be still. He ordered 
the lame to walk and the dead to rise. He spoke the words of God like no one ever spoke them before. 

Who can say which words were his greatest words? In some ways, he saved the most profound words 
for his last words. For when he said, “It Is Finished”, he uttered words that are as deep as the ocean 
in meaning. 

The scriptures fittingly say, “He gave up his spirit,” for no one took his life from him. There is not 
a man or a beast or a devil who could take the life of Jesus. Only Jesus could lay it down of his own 
free will. And this he did at the place called Calvary. 

The greatest story ever told had a last chapter. The greatest journey ever travelled by any man had a 
last mile. A heart that first beat in Mary’s womb stopped beating at Calvary as Jesus said, “It Is 
Finished”. 

When Jesus cried, ““It Is Finished”,” there was a fountain of grace that opened up and began 
gushing down the cross, and that flood of grace and mercy flowed down that dreadful hill of Calvary 
and spread to the uttermost parts of the earth. And everywhere his grace flowed and touched the lives 
of sinful men and women; it washed over them and cleansed them from all sin and unrighteousness. 

It’s been over 2,000 years since Jesus cried, “It Is Finished”, but that fountain of grace still flows. 
They have taken the cross down but they haven’t been able to shut off the fountain that Jesus opened 
up that day. 

“It is Finished. Jesus is Lord.” 


