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FBC Palm Sunday Devotion April 5 2020 Luke 19:36-40 

An Episcopal priest was preaching in an unfamiliar church one Sunday morning. As he stood in the 
pulpit to begin the service, he tapped the microphone to make sure that it was on. He heard nothing, 
even though, it was working fine. So he leaned closer to the microphone and said, he thought, to 
himself; “There’s something wrong with this thing.” The congregation, being well trained church 
people immediately responded, “And also with you.” 

The Palm Sunday story from Luke 19 illustrates the danger of the familiar. The accounts of the 
Triumphal Entry, the Cross, and Easter are so familiar to most of us that we can easily go through the 
motions of a celebration without ever allowing the powerful message of these events to touch us. 

The challenge every year is to read these accounts with “fresh eyes”. 

Palm Sunday celebrates Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We usually talk about the palm 
branches, the donkey, the Mount of Olives or Jesus driving out the money changers and cleansing the 
temple. In your mind’s eye can you see our kids at FBC waving their palm branches?  

This morning we focus on something we don’t often think about in the Palm Sunday story - the 
rocks. That’s right, the rocks. Now you might wonder, what in the world do a bunch of rocks have to 
do with Palm Sunday? Did you spot the rocks in the text? 

When the Pharisees tell Jesus to rebuke his disciples for their joyful praise, Jesus replies, “I tell you, if 
they keep quiet, the stones along the road will burst into cheers.” (Luke 19:40) Now that would be 
quite a sight, wouldn’t it? How would you like to see rocks cheering? I think it would be really cool. 

Yes cool maybe! But don’t you want to be among those praising God with joyful praise? The 
Christian’s greatest joy is found in praising Him. I would rather hear the symphony of God’s people 
bursting into praise instead of the rocks.  

Oh on this Palm Sunday, let this beautiful song of praise to Jesus from Revelation 5 touch your heart: 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honour 
and glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:9,12) 

Throughout all of eternity we will sing praise to Jesus our Saviour, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world.  

He created all things for his glory, and our greatest joy is found in praising Him. Our praise should 
focus on the person and work of Jesus, the king who comes in the name of the Lord. Let’s give God his 
rightful praise through Jesus Christ right now. so the rocks will be silent! 

Prayer: Our Father, this morning we pray for healing and recovery for the many thousands 
undergoing coronavirus treatment and for all caregivers facing exceptional circumstances in dealing 
with their loved ones, especially all those in lockdown in nursing homes. Be especially with those who 
feel most isolated and alone, bring comfort and calm, strength and support.  

In Jesus Name Amen 


