
FBC Devotion Sunday March 29 2020 

You are never alone. It’s tough when you are quarantined with no family around you (sometimes 
it’s tough with family around you). You’re not alone! Nothing separates us from His love . . . 
Nothing! God knows your fears, your struggles, because He’s right there with you. 

Where do we find this truth? Right here in our Sunday devotion this morning from Isaiah 43:1-3 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the LORD your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.”  

What would you guess to be the most common command or encouragement in the Bible?  Is it the 
command to love?  Is it the command to be humble, or perhaps the command to trust the 
Lord, or maybe the command to walk with integrity and holiness? 

As important as all of these are, the one command in Scripture that occurs more often than any other 
- God’s most frequently repeated encouragement is the command to “fear not”, or “don’t be 
afraid” of this or that fear.  

According to Lloyd Ogilvie there are 366 “fear not” verses in the Bible - one for each day of the year, 
including one for leap year like 2020.   

Christians are on a journey home. And that removes much of our fear. But it doesn't remove all 
of it. Look at verse 2: When you pass through the waters - not if, but when you pass through the 
flood waters - I will be with you.  

God doesn’t promise that there won’t be floods or fires. But when you go through them, He will hold 
them back.   

The overwhelming floods of your own struggle will not wash you away.  They will spray you, they will 
soak you, they will freeze you, they will threaten to drown you, but they will not wash you away.  
For He will be with you to hold the flood waters back. 

And when you pass through the fire, you will not be burned. You will sweat, you will tire, 
you will faint, but the fumes will not overcome you and the flames will not consume you. 

And when you pass through everything else, every other struggle imaginable, everything from A to Z, 
everything from water to fire, every natural and spiritual disaster possible, nothing will stop your 
journey. For I will be with you. Nothing will stop you from reaching your appointed destination.   

Fear not, I am with you. Let these promises be your comfort: I have redeemed you.  I have 
called you by name. And I am with you always. 

Prayer: 

Lord watch over and protect all our church family. Bring to those who are unable to be with their 
loved ones because of the current pandemic your abiding comfort and peace. Amen 


