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Forever Friends March 15 2020 Philippians 2:19-30 

One word we toss around often is the word “friend.” If you 
happen to have more than a handful of good friends you’re 
indeed blessed. 

But in this age of Facebook, the word “friend” just isn’t 
what it used to be. Many people have friends they’ve never 
even met. 

The Bible has a lot to say about friendship.  

We’re counseled to choose our friends wisely because 
friendship is one of the richest treasures of life.  

A friend is always loyal, and a brother is born to help in time 
of need. Proverbs 17:17  

If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But 
someone who falls alone is in real trouble! (Ecc. 4:10) 

Howard Hendricks says that a Christian needs three friends 
in life—a Paul, a Barnabas, and a Timothy. Paul represents 
your spiritual mentor, Barnabas a close personal friend, and 
Timothy a friend who looks to you for leadership. 

There are several things though that hinders our desire for 
close friendships 

A busy life. 

The distractions of life.  

The mobility of life . . .people move frequently from job to 
job and location to location. 
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The cynicism of life, we distrust people, so we keep a wall 
up. 

All of these things serve as barriers to true and lasting 
friendships.  

Paul mentions two people that I believe were his friends in 
five of his letters, Timothy and Epaphroditus. 

Timothy became Paul’s loyal travel companion, while 
Epaphroditus became seriously ill and nearly died.  

Paul uses some strong words to describe him. He calls him, 
“a true brother, co-worker, and fellow soldier. And 
he was your messenger to help me in my need.”  

He doesn’t seem to have been a preacher as we would know 
it, but fits more into the mold of a deacon - willing to serve, 
and willing to risk everything for the cause of Christ. 

In our text the Apostle draws a picture of what a true 
Christian servant is like, and also a glimpse of what true 
friendship is.   

The first characteristic of friendship I see in Timothy and 
Epaphroditus is the fact that they were there with Paul. 

He’s in jail in chains, guarded 24/7. There’s a good chance 
that the Emperor Nero was going to have Paul executed.  

Because those who were “known associates” would be at 
risk too, they made themselves scarce to keep out of harm’s 
way. 
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Paul’s job was one that left him pretty lonely at times, 
because he travelled a lot and had many demands on his 
time.  

It would be hard for him to get close to people. Though he 
had lots of people around him . . . I suspect few knew him 
well.  

Near the end of his life though, Paul confessed his loneliness 
and asks Timothy to come and be with him. 

This is why the idea of presence is so important to 
friendship. Friends are the people who are there when 
others are not. They get in the boat with you. 

When the crowd dies down after a crisis, your friends are the 
ones who are still active and involved. They will; 

Sit with you in a hospital 

Sit quietly as you grieve 

Be available at a moment’s notice in a crisis 

Come out to help in the middle of the night 

Lend a hand when there’s work to be done 

These two men were dear to Paul because they were by his 
side helping in the work and helping him personally. 

If you have these kinds of friends, thank God for them.  

Timothy volunteered to take this letter to the church in 
Philippi when no one else was willing to do the job. It 
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meant time away from home, for it would take weeks to 
travel to Philippi.  

It meant inconvenience. And it also meant travel which 
at times could be dangerous. As Epaphroditus came to be 
with Paul, Timothy was willing to serve Paul by going to the 
Philippians. 

A friend will do what they can to help another.  

They will give their time, their resources, their energy.  

A friend isn’t afraid to get involved with your life. They’re 
willing to roll up their sleeves and help. 

They give with no thought of themselves 

Paul says about Epaphroditus, 

“Welcome him in the Lord’s love and with great joy, and give 
him the honour that people like him deserve. For he risked 
his life for the work of Christ, and he was at the point of 
death doing for me what you couldn’t do from far away.” 

His key message is clear: You’ve got a great man here. 
Give him the honour he deserves. He risked his life for me—
make sure you show him your appreciation. 

The word for “risked his life” is a gambler’s word, and means 
to stake everything on a turn of the dice. Paul is saying that 
for the sake of Jesus Christ Epaphroditus gambled his life.  

In the days of the Early Church there was an association of 
men and women called the parabolani, the gamblers.  
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They ministered to the sick, especially those who were ill 
with dangerous and infectious diseases. They ministered to 
the imprisoned, and the outcasts. They saw to it that martyrs 
received honourable burial. 

These people in the early church were willing to 
gamble with their lives to help others. And really, isn’t 
that the picture of what true discipleship is?  

We’re to “put it on the line for Jesus.” But in a similar 
way, we’re to put it on the line for our friends. 

When he describes Epaphroditus as one who was ready to 
risk his life for the gospel, you can almost see new energy 
flowing back into Paul’s weary spirit in prison.  

As he thinks about the character and the deeds of these men 
he says to the Philippians in essence, “I needed the ministry 
of these men.” I couldn’t have made it without them.”  

And he’s saying to the Philippians, “Brothers and Sisters, you 
need one another just like I needed them.” 

Do you realize how important this exhortation is for our 
congregation?  

I think a good proportion of our people would say that 
they’ve experienced genuine Christian friendship in the life 
of this church family. 

Folks have testified that there are a group of people that 
really know them and love them and care about them and 
encourage them in numerous ways, and are there with them 
in times of need.  
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I’ve heard that testimony from many of you. But I’m sure 
there are others also that are part of this fellowship who 
sometimes feel lonely and alone.  

And who stand in need of Christian friends who will 
genuinely love them and care about them and be concerned 
for them and come alongside of them and support them. 

My church family, it should be our absolute intention, as 
members and friends of this congregation to support the 
work and worship of this church to the best of our ability.  

Do you know what one of the most important works of this 
church is? It’s you being Jesus’ family to one another.  

It should be our intention that there shouldn’t be one 
member of this church who can say, “You know, I feel lonely 
and alone and unsupported, as I attempt to walk the walk of 
faith with Jesus.”  

It should be the testimony of every member of this 
congregation to see that we are all ministered to, and we’re 
all ministering to others.  

It’s not about just being a taker, but also being a giver, and 
every one of us needs a few people to give to us in the 
congregation. That’s how God built us to be. That’s what Paul 
is talking about here. 

The Apostle needed Timothy and Epaphroditus. How much 
more do you and I need one another? Let’s ask ourselves, 
“Who needs my ministry? Who needs to be befriended and 
helped and supported by us?”  
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I believe this fellowship is mature enough to recognize that 
this is not just the Deacons and Pastor’s job.  

We’re all in this together as brothers and sisters in the Lord. 
Paul reminds us that the Christian life is a life of 
companionship. 

Do you see what Timothy and Epaphroditus had in 
common? “I have no one else like Timothy, who genuinely 
cares about your welfare. All the others care only for 
themselves and not for what matters to Jesus Christ”  

You can’t be a good friend if you’re only looking out 
for your own interests.  

Sometimes friendship is inconvenient.  

Sometimes it’s unpopular.  

Sometimes it’s difficult.  

But if you only desire friends who will say nice things to you 
and never demand anything in return, you will never have a 
close friend. 

These men were not looking out for their own needs. They 
weren’t with Paul out of some warped desire to gain 
notoriety or prestige. They weren’t concerned about what 
happened to them.  

They were serving the Lord first and in their service to the 
Lord, they served Paul. They gave their time, their substance, 
their energy. 
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You don’t get true friends because of the car your 
drive or the money you have.  

Oh sure, you can get the hangers on because of what you 
have, what influence you hold, or what you do . . . but when 
somebody has something better, those friends will be gone.  

A solid friendship is built on relationship, not superficial 
things. A good friend isn’t there because of what they can get 
from you. They’re there because of what you mean to them. 
They will gladly give of themselves for you. 

Jesus said, “Greater love has no man than this, that a man 
would lay down his life for his friends.” 

These men were not only friends for a short period of time, 
they were friends for the duration. Timothy travelled with 
Paul.  

He was there when he was in jail and there when he neared 
the end of his life. And Timothy was there to carry on the 
work of his dear friend after he was gone. 

We’ve already alluded to it several times, but it’s worth 
repeating: A good friend is one who’s with you for the 
long haul. They understand that everyone makes mistakes 
and at times do stupid things.  

They don’t desert you when you do something foolish. They 
don’t walk away because you had a bad day. They don’t 
become scarce because times are rough. They hang in there. 
They’re committed. 
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Wyn and I found that many of the people we thought were 
good friends disappeared when we came to Canada. And we 
understand. But we had one couple that hung in with us.  

They lived thousands of kilometers away and visited us a 
number of times. We stayed in their home when we went 
back to Ireland to visit. We went on vacation together and. 
went out to eat together.  They’re good friends. 

Some of you have good friends like that.  

When times were tough you were not surprised when your 
friend stood by you.  

Perhaps they put their arm around you, or maybe they 
provided for some special needs.  

Maybe they sat by your bedside in the hospital or visited you 
in jail.  

And maybe they were the ones who were leading the cheers 
for your accomplishments. And I’d bet that it was at that 
moment that you knew they were dear friends. 

Take some time today to thank God for these people and to 
say to those people, “I’m glad you’re my friend.” 

Recognize again that in order to have good friends we need 
to be a good friend. If we want friends we can’t wait for 
people to come to us.  

We can’t wait for people to show that the love we extend will 
be reciprocated. Our job is to be friendly, to give of ourselves 
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to others. Yes! Some people will take advantage of our love. 
But most won’t.  

They will be the ones you will cherish for the rest of your life. 

These men grew as friends because of their common love for 
and service to our Lord. 

This leads me to conclude that some of the best friendships 
we have will most likely be found right here in our 
community of faith.   

Write it down in large letters:  

God is not looking for superstars? We already have too many 
superstars in the Christian world – people who build their 
careers on hype and glitz and marketing pizzazz.  

God wants faithful people who have proved their worth over 
the long haul. Remember … you can buy talent, but you can’t 
buy faithfulness 

Paul makes it clear in this passage that Christians always 
seek first the interests of Christ.   

He’s made this point in Philippians 2 about Jesus, that Jesus 
did what? He did not seek his own interests, but he set aside 
his prerogatives, so that he could seek your interests.  

Now, he draws your attention to Timothy, who alone of 
whom it can be said, “he did not seek his own interests, but 
he sought the interests of Christ.”  
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In other words, he says, “Timothy is thinking like this: 
‘what’s going to be for the best well-being of Paul and what’s 
going to be for the best well-being of the church.” 

Paul is commending Timothy to us as a person who didn’t 
think “what’s in it for me?” But rather, “Is this going to be 
for the best interests of the church?” 

Finally, the Apostle Paul commends Epaphroditus, who was 
sick but nevertheless risked his life for Paul’s sake and the 
sake of the Philippian church, because he thought that his 
life was of less value than the work of the kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus.  

He’s saying, “I give you a man who’s ready to die. Because he 
understood that when you seek first the kingdom of God, 
then He will add all other things to you.” 

It’s the curse of Western Christianity that we have 
constructed a Christian culture that effectively keeps us from 
risking anything for sake of the gospel.  

I hope this morning the example of Timothy and 
Epaphroditus will encourage us to be risk takers also for the 
Lord. 

  


