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Shining Like Stars - Philippians 2:12-18 

Intro: One of my early childhood memories was looking up 
into the night sky, and seeing the myriad of twinkling stars. 

I’m sure you have some of those memories as well, maybe 
with your kids at the cottage or campsite, pointing out the 
many different stars and constellations. 

The Bible has a lot to say about stars. From the first book of 
the Bible – Genesis, to the last book – Revelation, stars 
keep popping up  

In my mind I can see the Psalmist David, out in the fields 
watching over his sheep, and looking up into the night sky 
saying; 

“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is 
mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that 
you care for them?” Psalm 8:3-4. 

Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the 
heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the 
stars for ever and ever. Daniel 12:3 

And what was one of the first lullabies we sang to our 
children? 

Twinkle Twinkle little star. How I wonder what you are. 

I know what stars are from a human point of view. 
Just check the Internet and take one of the many star 
quizzes, and voila –you could be an instant star. 
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I clearly don’t qualify for what the world calls a star. 
I would fit in the category Not a star, just an average person.  

I have only a few people who follow me on Twitter, unlike 
Justin Bieber and other stars with over 100 million followers. 

Few of us move in that rarefied atmosphere. I don’t 
envy them or have any desire to join them.  

Then there are stars from God’s point of view. Who are 
they? Who are the heavenly celebrities who shine like stars?  

For Christians this is a familiar image. Jesus said, 
“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that 
cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it 
under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it 
gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will 
praise your heavenly Father. Matthew 5:14-16  

Paul said the same thing in Philippians 2:15, “You shine 
among them like stars in the sky.”  The word “star” 
was also used in the first century as a navigational beacon 
that would shine in the dark to lead ships safely into 
harbour.  

Stars were also indispensable in navigation. The movements 
and patterns of the stars showed direction, and travellers 
studied and watched them carefully on their journeys.  

For most 21st-century people, stars are merely beautiful 
objects in the night sky; but for people in the first century, 
stars were not only beautiful, they also were seen as part 
of a divinely created, harmonious order.  
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Paul wanted the church community to be a shining example 
of a beautifully ordered, harmonious society. 

Christians were to be bright stars in a dark world. 
We’re put here to shine the God’s light and to guide others 
safely home to Him. 

“Shine among them like stars in the sky.” Paul wanted 
the testimony and behaviour of the Philippians to shine 
brightly and manifestly to those around them. 

By holding forth, or holding fast to Jesus Christ, the 
Christians at Philippi could illuminate the path to Christ and 
lead people to Him. 

Paul wanted the Philippians to be light-bearers in the world 
and so be witnesses for Jesus.  

So how do you become a star-quality Christian?  

Philippians 2:12-18 clearly answers that question.  

Our text gives us a number of clues in how to become one of 
these shining stars. It tells us Star-quality Christians make a 
number of important commitments.  

Verse 12 is all about integrity. Integrity has become a 
buzzword in recent times, and has particular importance for 
the church, as one criticism of the church that we still hear 
far too often is that “the church is full of hypocrites” 

We need a faith that is more than just an outward show of 
Christian values which we only display in the presence of 
certain people.  
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A genuine faith in Jesus Christ is to be the driving force in 
our life, a force which will shape our inner attitudes as well 
as our outward behaviour. 

Earlier, Paul had been encouraging the Philippians to 
conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the Gospel. He 
had been teaching on unity, harmony and humility. And he 
had highlighted Christ’s example of perfect obedience and 
self-sacrifice.  

With all this in mind, he now urges the Philippians 
to put all this teaching into practice. From verse 2:12, 
he explains to the Philippian church how to apply what he 
had been teaching them. 

Paul persistently taught that salvation is through faith and 
grace alone, and is in no way dependent on performing deeds 
or rituals associated with Jewish laws; but here he tells the 
Philippians to work out, or work at, their salvation with 
fear and trembling. 

The NET Bible translates this phrase in verse 12 as 
“continue working out your salvation with awe and 
reverence.”  

One of the most lamentable characteristics of modern 
Christianity is the lack of awe, reverence and wonder, that 
God’s awesome nature warrants.  

The Bible has several examples of people who met with God 
and were terrified by his brilliance and power. Yet many 
modern Christians treat God with flippant familiarity. 

Our God is gloriously powerful, holy. 
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Paul’s first exhortation: “Work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling." is read by some, “work for your 
salvation.” (12) 

We need to be careful as we read these words. Paul is 
not telling us to work FOR our salvation. We’re surrounded 
by people who are working for their salvation. They’re trying 
to earn enough points to get in.  

They’re like the student who’s working hard to be accepted to 
a college, or to gain a scholarship. They’re like the salesman 
who’s trying to meet a particular sales quota. 

I would venture to say that a lot of people feel that they must 
produce BEFORE they can be “saved”.  

But this is not what the Bible teaches. The Bible tells us 
that we’re forgiven and made new, not because of any good 
we’ve done, but because Christ paid for our sin on the cross.  

We don’t work FOR salvation; but we’re to work 
OUT our salvation. In other words we’re to work at godly 
living BECAUSE we’re saved. 

So here’s what Paul means when he tells the Philippians to 
“work out their salvation.” 

We’re to work at making sure that our hope is truly grounded 
in Christ and not on our own efforts 

We’re to work at taking advantage of the ways that God has 
given us to help us grow. Like reading the Bible, praying, 
worshipping, serving, and giving. 
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We’re to work at love, compassion, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, endurance and others, and guard against the 
influence of the world 

Working Out our salvation means that we’re to bring our 
salvation to a practical expression in our lives and heart, and 
do so with focus and determination 

Paul reminds us that living out the Christian life is serious 
business. We all like to have fun in our journey . . . but that 
doesn’t mean that ours is a trivial pursuit. It’s the most 
serious endeavour that we’re about. 

Paul would urge contemporary Christians to be consistent in 
their faith; 

When they’re in worship 

When they’re out with their friends 

When they’re alone on a business trip 

When they’re flipping through channels at night 

When they’re dating 

When they’re pursuing their amusements 

When they do something wrong 

When they’re aggravated 

When they’re on the Internet late at night 
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Living the Christian life is a full-time pursuit.  Paul urges us 
to pursue a God-honouring life in every aspect of our life. 

He continues his letter with some practical advice: “Do 
everything without grumbling or arguing” (Phil. 2:14).  

There is something awry about a Christian who always seems 
to have a pessimistic outlook on life, or a contentious, 
demeanour.  

Paul doesn’t want the Philippian Christians to be 
complainers or murmurers; he wants them to be joyful.  

This is how Paul says we can shine like stars. 

When we focus on the Lord and his goodness, we see our 
problems in the light of eternity. God doesn’t work on 
our timetable. Once we grasp that, our complaints will 
diminish. 

With this commitment we come to the heart of our 
text. (vv. 15-16a) 

“So that you may become blameless and pure, children of 
God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” 
Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you 
hold firmly to the word of life”  

We’ll make an impact on the world by lives that are 
noticeably and obviously different from the people around 
us.  

We’re to be different to make a difference. Our values 
set us apart from the surrounding culture.  
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Why is it so important that we be “straight arrows” in our 
lifestyle? Because we live in a “crooked and warped 
generation.”  

The word “warped” comes from where we get the English 
word meaning, a curvature of the spine. In essence it means 
crooked. Remember this Nursery Rhyme? 

There was a crooked man, and he walked a crooked mile. He 
found a crooked sixpence upon a crooked stile.  

He bought a crooked cat, which caught a crooked mouse, and 
they all lived together in a little crooked house 

How do you show someone that they’re using a 
crooked stick?  

By laying a straight stick next to it. 

We can argue until the cows come home and it won’t make 
any difference. 

“Your stick is crooked.” 

"No, it isn’t.” 

"Yes, it’s.” 

"I’m telling you it’s not crooked.” 

"I’m telling you it’s crooked.” 

We don’t get very far that way. But let’s simply resolve to live 
out our faith in the most practical way possible.  
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How - by showing forth the loveliness of Christ in a genuine 
Christian home, where children are raised to know and love 
the Lord, where the home is marked by joy, freedom, 
commitment, holiness and hospitality. 

What happens when we live like that? The world 
notices the difference!  

1) We will shine like stars 

2) We will hold forth the word of life. 

People will see the way we live, they will notice the 
difference, the light of Christ will be seen in us, and when 
they ask us the reason for the way we live, we can share the 
word of life with them 

 “And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I 
did not run or labour in vain.  

But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the 
sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with all of you. So you too should be glad and rejoice 
with me” (vv. 16b-18). 

Here is the final commitment we’re exhorted to 
make: to live for others and not for self. Paul envisions a day 
when he will stand before the Lord Jesus Christ and give an 
account of his ministry.  

In that day he plans to boast about what the Philippians had 
done for their own generation.  

What will matter when we stand before the Lord? 
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Paul mentions being “poured out as a drink offering” 
on their behalf (v. 17).  

This refers to the Old Testament practice of pouring wine on 
top of an animal sacrifice so that the heat of the fire 
immediately vaporizes the wine, turning it into a beautiful 
aroma.  

He’s saying, “Even if I end up losing my life for you, it won’t 
matter to me as long as you live for Christ.”  

With that statement we come to the bottom line of 
Christian service. I wonder how many of us can truly say 
that it doesn’t matter whether we live or die so long as the 
people we know follow the Lord? 

God’s grace is free but it’s never cheap 

Many centuries ago Tertullian declared that “the blood of 
the martyrs is the seed of the church.”  

The world has its stars and God has his.  

From the heroes of faith mentioned in Hebrews 11, all down 
through history, they stood up before a hostile world and 
declared, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is 
the power of God unto salvation.” 

And then the writer to Hebrews adds this wonderful phrase: 
“The world was not worthy of them.”  

Does it seem as if the price was too high to pay? Before you 
answer, remember what God did when he sent his Son to the 
world.  
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Think of what it cost him to provide salvation for a human 
race that had turned against him. God also buried his 
Son on the mission field. 

“You are the light of the world” . . . “You shine like 
stars in the world.” 

The world has its stars and God has his. 

God help us to shine like stars so that others will see Jesus in 
us. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Thank you for your grace that is free 
but is never cheap. And thank you for the shining example of 
those who shine like stars in a dark world.  

Grant that we also might be burning and shining lights for 
you. 

Amen. 


