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Humble Servanthood February 23 2020 Philippians 
2:1-5 

A man and his wife were out on the town. Seeing flashing red 
and blue lights in his rear view mirror, he pulls to the side of 
the road. A minute after coming to a stop, a police officer 
approaches the car. The husband asks, “What’s the problem 
officer?” 

The officer says, “Sir, you were going 100 Km in a 50 Km 
zone. I’m afraid I’m going to give you a ticket.” The man says, 
“No sir, I was only going a little over 60,” but his wife says, 
“Oh Harry, you were going at least 80.” (At this point, the 
husband gives his wife a dirty look.) 

The officer says, “I’m also going to give you a ticket for your 
broken tail light.” The husband says, “Broken tail light? I 
didn’t know anything about a broken tail light!” 

His wife chimes in, “Oh Harry, you’ve known about that tail 
light for weeks.” (He burns a hole in her with his eyes.) 

The officer then says, “I’m also going to give you a citation 
for not wearing your seatbelt,” to which the husband replies, 
“Oh, I just took it off when you were walking up to the car.” 

His wife then says, “Oh Harry, you never wear your seat 
belt!” The husband then turns to his wife and yells, “For 
cryin’ out loud, can’t you just be quiet?!” 

The officer turns to the woman and asks, “Ma’am, does your 
husband talk to you this way all the time?” To which the wife 
says, “No officer, only when he’s drunk.” 
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Would you agree–a clear case of disunity?  

In Psalm 133:1 to 2 the psalmist writes, “Behold, how 
good and pleasant it is when God’s people dwell 
together in unity!  

Today as we pick up our study of Philippians in chapter 2, 
Paul begins a powerful plea for unity and humility.  

Paul isn’t commanding the Philippians to dress alike and 
everybody wear the same T- shirt, or have the same political 
views, and be of the same race, or drive the same car. 

No–unity is not the pursuit of being the same. Unity 
is not uniformity.  

Biblical unity is pursuing the same person and the same 
truth. Unity is not looking the same, but looking at the same 
God.  

Unity is not first the process of pleasing others–it is first the 
process of pleasing God. Unity is different people pursuing 
Christ together.  

Unity is unique people following God’s Word as it is written. 
Unity is differing roles, yet pursuing oneness.  

Wherever there’s unity, we honour God’s character.  

We live in a land that preaches a "Look-out-for-number-1" 
gospel. The climb up career ladder is so focused, business 
ethics are often left wanting.  

The entire nation suffers at times, from selfish-driven 
scandals.  
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How opposite a message the church proclaims!  

Our greatest leaders are our greatest servants. We've even 
named our key leaders - deacons - after the Greek word for 
"servants." This word in the Greek world was the lowest 
servant on the social totem pole. 

Philippi was truly a remarkable church with all the great 
attributes that makes a church truly a church in Christ Jesus.  

Paul is in prison. But when he thinks about them he feels joy 
welling up in his heart.  

They’d weathered some strong opposition together with him. 
In spite of that, they continued to grow stronger in faith.  

This brings joy to the heart of the great apostle.  

He tells them how they could make his joy complete 
by becoming unified, and show humble servanthood 
to one another.  

And he tells them the way to do this is through unity and 
humility. Take a listen! Verses 1-4.  

Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any 
comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? 
Are your hearts tender and compassionate? 2 Then make me 
truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, 
loving one another, and working together with one mind and 
purpose. 

3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, 
thinking of others as better than yourselves. 4 Don’t look out 
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only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, 
too. 

Paul was saying to them: I would rejoice a whole lot more if I 
knew that the gospel is working in your lives to transform 
your church into a gospel powerhouse.  

You’ve got all these blessings and privileges from the Lord. 
It’s time you let these very things bear the fruit that they’re 
supposed to bear in your lives and in the church.  

Here’s the fruit that it bears. That you would be like 
minded. That you would have the same love. That you would 
be one in spirit. That you would be of one mind.  

In other words, be united. Be united in all things.  

Earlier, Paul had called them to live a life worthy of the 
gospel among those who opposed them and the gospel.  

He now calls the Philippian believers to the life that they 
should live among themselves as believers.  

In this case he calls them away from a life of selfishness, to a 
life of unity and humility.  

Paul really wants them to complete his joy by being united. 
To him their unity is crucial.  

Hear verse 1 again.  

“Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any 
comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? 
Are your hearts tender and compassionate.?”  
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Paul was reminding the believers in the church of Philippi of 
what they actually have in Christ Jesus.  

What he mentions here in this verse is the standard 
and absolute Christian experience. Every Christian 
who has made a genuine confession of faith in Christ Jesus 
has all that Paul mentions here and more.  

So Paul reminds the believers in Philippi of what 
they have in Christ.  

He reminds believers everywhere of what they too have in 
Christ.  

We are united with him in his death and in his resurrection, 
and are encouraged to know that our sins will not count 
against us, because Christ has taken them upon himself to 
the cross.  

Paul also said we have something else. If we have any 
comfort from his love.  

This should greatly comfort us too, to know that nothing in 
heaven or on earth can separate us from the love of God that 
we have in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Paul also tells us we have a sharing in the Spirit that is 
common to us all to serve God’s purpose. He goes on:  

Are your hearts tender and compassionate.  
Christians who are tender and compassionate are so because 
of Christ and his indwelling in their hearts who constantly 
reminds them of God’s concern for others.  
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Throughout the NT the call for believers to be united 
is far-reaching. The Lord Jesus was the first to call us all to 
be united. No true Christian can ignore it. No true Christian 
can despise it or dismiss it as unimportant.  

No Christian, no matter how great he or she may be, can 
downgrade this charge to unity to some obscure corner of 
their Christian faith, to be dealt with at some future time.  

Unity is at the forefront of the Lord's desires for his church.  

Those who cherish it will make every effort to do whatever it 
takes to see that they’re playing a major part in building 
unity in the church.  

The church needs this unity Paul says. It's the natural 
fruit that comes from all that we have from the Lord. 

But it's what our Saviour wants.  

It’s what the Lord who redeemed us desires. It’s what Paul 
his ambassador relays to us when he says in verse 2.  

“Then make me truly happy by agreeing 
wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, 
and working together with one mind and purpose.”   

Agreeing wholeheartedly with each other: Think the 
same way. An exhortation repeated many times in the New 
Testament.  

What's it like to be different minded versus likeminded?  

I come from a large family, and if I told you that not once did 
we ever disagree or have a fight, would you believe me? 
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Likewise, in our churches there are often folks who think 
differently from another.  

Some think that things ought to be done this way and others 
think that things ought to be done that way.  

But to be like minded doesn’t mean we are to be clones of 
one another either.  

Nor does it mean to be yes men to the leadership of 
the church. It means having the mindset of Christ. For 
when you have a group of people with the mind of Christ, 
then they can certainly disagree on some things but they 
have the same mind.  

They think the same way when it comes to God and 
kingdom work.  

They think that the Bible is infallible in its truth; they think 
that the Lord wishes all people to be saved and come to a 
knowledge of the truth. They think that marriage is between 
a man and woman only, that life is sacred, and that no one is 
to take life regardless of circumstances.  

This is unity.  

Paul also says to them that they should be united by “loving 
one another.”   

The only love worth having among ourselves is the love 
shown us by Christ— the love that can be shared among the 
fellowship of believers and exercised not just by one or two 
members, but by the whole community of believers towards 
one another.  
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That’s the kind of love emanating from our Master, whose 
love has ransomed us and brought us together.  

What a great unifying factor love is.  

Paul also called them to “work together with one mind 
and purpose.” 

This “one mind and purpose” may mean that we are of 
one accord, in harmony with one another, not divided nor in 
disunity, but gathered together and acting as one.  

We have one purpose as a church! Our purpose is to 
honour the name of Jesus and to expand his kingdom, to 
share his gospel and to bring the light of Christ to the world.  

Read verse 3-4. “Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress 
others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than 
yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but 
take an interest in others too.” 

Now here’s where the rubber meets the road. To 
make this unity possible we need to add another ingredient 
to the mix. 

In a nutshell - we need humility.  

Ultimately, the best example of that humility is Christ, 
because apart from him, none of us can actually be really 
humble.  

Let these words ring in our ears every day so that the church 
of our Lord may live and not die. “Don’t be selfish; don’t 
try to impress others.”  
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Every time my “self” tells me that I have been cheated out of 
recognition, or a compliment, out of glory, let these words 
ring in our ears.  

“Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others.” Be 
careful about the motive by which we do things in the Lord.  

Today there are many such preachers whose agenda seems to 
be focused on Christ but is done to impress others.  

Paul himself had no hidden motives. When he established 
the church in Philippi, he had no selfish ambition to 
impress others.  

Verse 3. “Be humble, thinking of others as better than 
yourselves.”  

Humility is the key point of the gospel of our Lord. His life is 
shrouded in humility. It’s a call every Christian should 
embrace.  

Paul here calls the Philippians to humble themselves in a 
most difficult but most practical way. Humble yourself in 
your own heart.  

Then you will achieve the unity that is necessary to make a 
powerful church for the Spirit of God to work.  

This is not a show of humility. This is not a call to an 
act of humility. This is not a false humility.  

This is a call to one's own heart to humble itself away from 
the eyes of others where no one can see, where no one knows 
except God who sees all things.  
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This is a call to consider in your own heart others 
better than yourself. They don't have to know. You don't 
have to make a show of it. Just convince your own heart 
that this is so — they are better! And that's that.  

Now how on earth are you supposed to be able to do that— 
consider others better than yourself? How are you supposed 
to value others above yourself?  

It’s found in the humility of one's heart. And I think 
this kind of humility that Paul calls for here cannot be forced 
on oneself or practiced by self-improvement.  

I think the kind of humility that Paul calls for here comes 
from an intimate knowledge of the grace of God in one's life.  

If I know I'm a sinner redeemed by grace, then I also know 
that I’m deeply indebted to the Lord.  

And as such I’m humbled enough to see the value of others 
above myself. Paul saw that clearly. He wasn't just 
pretending. He genuinely valued others above himself.   

He writes. “Don’t look out only for your own 
interests, but take an interest in others too.”  

Not just our own interests, not just our our own life, or our 
own financial affairs, or our own property, or our own 
family, or our own health, or our own reputation, or our own 
success, or our own happiness.  

Don’t just work for this, but look for others’ interests as well.  

This really requires radical love on our part!  



Page 11 of 11 
 

How can I today look not to my own interest, not to myself, 
my plans, my pleasure, my desires, my things, and what 
interests me, and look to yours even for one day, to think 
about you and your needs and interests!  

This command is not easy at all. But it's crucial if a 
church fellowship is going to be salt and light in their 
community.  

We represent Christ. But how can we represent him if we 
don't imitate him. He is the model by which we live our lives.  

“Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.” 

Prayer: Our heavenly Father, these words are very, very 
easy to say, but very, very hard to do.  

The message is crystal clear. So we ask Lord, that we would 
not be simply hearers of Your word who listen to it and agree 
with it, but that we would be doers of Your word also.  

Take our lives and consecrate them to yourself.  

In Jesus' name.  

Amen 

 

 


