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Fighting Together for the Faith Sunday February 9 
2020 Philippians 1:27-30 

When was the last time you wrote a letter to someone? What 
do you usually include in a letter? You tell them what’s 
happening in your life, and then you move on to ask them 
about theirs.  

That’s similar here, except that Paul is an apostle, and 
instead of asking questions, he gives the Philippians solid 
teaching from God on how to live their lives.  

Our text1 begins with an enormous challenge: “Above all, 
you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting 
yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ.” 

Eugene Peterson (The Message) translates it this 
way: “Live in such a way that you are a credit to the 
message of Christ.” 

Live in a manner worthy of the gospel Paul writes. 
What does that mean? It means a lot of things, but first of 
all;  

 “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.”   

Paul has just been telling the Philippians what’s been 
happening to him.  

He’s in prison for preaching the gospel. He’s waiting on the 
verdict and knows that he faces a possible death sentence.  



Page 2 of 11 
 

He’s not afraid to die, saying to be with Christ is gain for 
him, but if Paul remains alive, he will be able to help them 
grow as believers.  

But he doesn’t know for sure, so he tells them, “Whatever 
happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of 
the gospel of Christ.” (Philippians 1:27a) 

Merit the gospel? If this is what he's saying, we've lost the 
whole truth of the New Testament gospel because what we're 
told clearly is that we never merit or deserve the gospel.  

Instead, what Paul is very clearly saying is let your manner of 
life express the profound worth and value of the gospel.  

Let the way that you live, the choices you make, the way you 
spend your time, the way you spend your money, the things 
you get angry about, the things that irritate you, the things 
that you’re willing to fight for, even sacrifice for…let your 
manner of life express and display the surpassing worth of 
the gospel. 

You may take this job or that. You may go to one school or 
another. You may live in Petrolia or move out of province. 
But whatever happens, Paul says, “live worthy of the 
gospel of Christ.”  

God gives us a lot of freedom. He gives us a lot of latitude in 
the choices we make. But no matter our choices, no matter 
our circumstances, determine to live for Christ no 
matter what happens. 

Those words “conduct yourselves,” translate a word that 
means “to live as a good citizen.”  
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Philippi as a Roman colony had the privilege of Roman 
citizenship and all the benefits that came with it.  

Now Paul is reminding them of the benefits of 
citizenship in the kingdom of God, and all the 
benefits that they have in Christ.  

God has given us so much through the gospel. And so we’re 
to put Christ and the gospel first in our lives.  

Paul didn’t know whether he would be executed or released. 
The Philippians didn’t know whether they would see Paul 
again or not. But either way Paul was determined to 
live for Christ.  

He was in a tough situation, but it didn’t affect his 
relationship with God.  

He had learned to trust God in the good times and the bad 
times.  

Just because Paul was in one of the bad times didn’t mean 
that God had abandoned him.  

In fact God was using Paul where he was to further advance 
the gospel, even though he was in prison. 

Part of living worthy of the gospel of Christ is developing this 
“whatever happens” attitude of Paul. Determine to live 
for Christ no matter what happens. Trust God in the 
good times and the bad times. 

No matter where you are, we represent Jesus. Paul's counsel 
is simple: Be sure to represent Him well. 
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We represent our Saviour; 

When we’re at work 

When we’re negotiating a contract 

When we’re at the complaint desk of a store 

When we’re having a bad day  

When we’re mad at our spouse or children 

When we’re managing our personal finances 

When we’re involved in a sporting event 

When we’re going out for a night of entertainment 

That’s our first exhortation here: “Whatever 
happens!” The second exhortation is this: “One 
Spirit and one purpose!” verse 27: 

“Then whether I come and see you again or only hear about 
you, I will know that you are standing together with 
one spirit and one purpose, fighting together for the 
faith.”   

To me this suggests; 

There is a faith we must believe. 

That faith is worth striving for. 

That faith must not be compromised. 

That faith is the basis of our unity. 
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That faith should be preached in all the earth. 

It’s clear that just as Paul is facing persecution for his faith in 
prison, so the Philippians are also facing persecution for 
their faith in Philippi. 

It’s not always easy living a life worthy of the gospel. 

When you start taking a stand for Christ and the gospel, you 
can take it to the bank that you will face opposition.  

When the church takes a stand for Christ and the 
gospel, it will experience pushback. The attackers hope 
that we’ll back off, and the gospel message will fade away 
into obscurity. 

Paul has two instructions for us when we face such 
opposition.  

1) Stand firm in the Holy Spirit,  

2) Work together as a team for the gospel. 

First of all, stand firm in the Holy Spirit.: “Then, 
whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I 
will know that you are standing together with one spirit.”  

We can’t face the opposition on our own. Thankfully we don’t 
have to! We have the supernatural help of the Holy Spirit to 
help us stand firm for Christ. 

As we sang a few minutes ago; 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

Stand in his strength alone; 
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The arm of flesh will fail you, 

You dare not trust your own. 

Put on the gospel armour, 

Each piece put on with prayer; 

Where duty calls or danger,  

Be never wanting there.  

 

Work together as a team for the gospel, working 
side by side. 

Stand firm in the Holy Spirit. 

It’s the picture of an athletic team on the field, or a company 
of soldiers on the field of battle. 

Think of the athletic team first. In order for a team to be 
successful they need to work together as one to achieve 
success. 

If the team is divided and full of internal conflict, it will 
never succeed on the playing field. 

Paul says we need to work together like a well-trained army 
of soldiers fighting side by side, shoulder to shoulder, staying 
in formation, and advancing against the enemy as one man.  

This is not just unity, but unity for a purpose, to win 
the battle or perhaps even to survive. 
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Paul says our purpose in the church is the faith of the gospel. 
We contend for the spread of the gospel message of Jesus 
Christ.  

The problem with the Philippians is that some of them were 
fighting each other, instead of fighting together for the faith.  

Paul says, “Live worthy of the gospel of Christ. Stand firm in 
the Holy Spirit, and work together as a team for the gospel.” 

And have “No fear!” (28-30) 

“Don’t be intimidated in any way by your enemies. This will 
be a sign to them that they are going to be destroyed, but that 
you are going to be saved, even by God himself.” 

Paul doesn’t sugar-coat the truth. You’re going to be 
opposed, so speak up anyway. Some people won’t like your 
message, but don’t let that stop you.      

That word intimidated means “frightened.”  

It was used of horses on the battlefield which were suddenly 
startled or panicked in the heat of war. The horse rears up 
and begins to run away.  

Don’t be surprised when someone criticizes your 
Christian faith. It happens to all of us sooner or later. Paul 
is saying: Don’t be intimidated. Don’t panic. Have no fear! 
Stand strong in the face of opposition. 

Do you know why you can take this no fear attitude as a 
Christian in the face of opposition? Because you’re on the 
winning team!  
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I like the church sign that read, one plus God is a 
majority!  

You have God on your side! You’re on the winning team! I 
read the back of the book – and guess what - we win! 
You don’t need to be afraid. 

Not only that, Paul says your fearlessness is a sign to the 
opposition. “This is a sign to them that they will be 
destroyed, but that you will be saved.” (Philippians 1:28)  

That’s how we should be as Christians.  

And then finally, Paul says don’t fear suffering for Christ. 

Verse 29: “For you have been given not only the privilege of 
trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for him.” 

The disciples in Acts rejoiced “because they had been 
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the name of Christ.” 
(Acts 5:41). 

Jesus described discipleship as following him and taking up 
the cross daily. (Matthew 16:24)   

The Philippians were suffering for Christ, and Paul wanted 
them to understand that this was part of their Christian 
discipleship.  

Let's be honest. My suspicion is that it's unlikely that you or I 
are going to be called upon to risk our lives anytime soon for 
the sake of the gospel.  

We may, but I don't see that on the horizon just yet. I know 
that across the world there are people right now, this very 
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moment, who are risking their lives for the sake of the 
gospel.  

But whether that's on your radar screen or not really is 
irrelevant. The fact is you will be asked to risk your 
reputation for the sake of the gospel.  

At bare minimum, you’ll be asked to risk your sense of 
convenience and comfort the sake of the gospel.  

You’ll be called upon to risk your rights (or better, the giving 
up of your rights) because really that's what lies at the core of 
living a life that reflects the worth of the gospel. 

Today around the world, fellow believers are suffering for 
Christ too. 

Look at verse 30: “We’re in this struggle together. You 
have seen my struggle in the past, and you know that 
I am still in the midst of it.”   

The Philippians are going through the same struggle they 
saw him have, and that he’s still experiencing, as he writes to 
them from his prison cell in Rome. 

Paul says, “Don’t be afraid of the opposition. And don’t be 
afraid of suffering for Christ.”  

In summary, here are some application points for us today. 

Make the gospel our number one priority as individuals and 
as a church. 

Work hard to maintain unity in the body of Christ.  
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When things are smooth, it’s easy for the church to lose her 
focus and to bicker about things that don’t really matter. 
Let’s not sweat the small stuff!  

It isn’t productive to argue about the colour of the carpet in 
the sanctuary, or what colour to paint the walls in the 
bathrooms. Those are not the hills to die on. 

Let’s be bold in our Christian faith and witness, without 
being rude or disrespectful.  

Don’t fear those who oppose you. You’re on the winning 
team, and your fearlessness is a sign to them.  

Live worthy of the gospel.  

How about this old question, “If you were arrested for being 
a citizen of heaven, would there be enough evidence to 
convict you?” 

Determine to live for Christ no matter what happens. Trust 
God in the good times and the bad times. 

Stand firm in the Holy Spirit. Work together as a team for 
the gospel. And don’t fear opposition for Christ.  

We may never suffer as some brothers and sisters in other 
countries, but even if we are, we pray that we might face 
those times as those who have gone before us.  

In today’s fast changing society, it’s more likely we’ll face a 
much more subtle pushback for our faith. 

Let it not be from personal arrogance, stupidity or laziness. 
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So stand firm, brothers and sisters. 

Stand up for Jesus! 


