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Workers Together Sunday January 19 2020 
Philippians 1:1-6 

If you were asked, what is one of the most positive books, the 
most practical book, and the most joyful book in the Bible? 
Where would you point them?  

For Paul, this would be Philippians.  

Paul wrote this letter to the church at Philippi, to help them 
in their Christian walk and to encourage them as partners in 
the gospel.  

He founded the church at Philippi during his second 
missionary journey about 51 A.D. The church at Philippi was 
the very first church planted in Europe.  

When Paul writes this letter, he’s in prison, probably in 
Rome, and the church at Philippi is about ten years old. 

We’ll look at three main truths from our text.  

The first truth is this: We’re all partners in the gospel 
together.  

The second truth: God began a good work in you when 
you received Christ.  

And the third truth: God will finish the good work he 
started in you. 

So let’s begin with truth number one:  

We’re all partners in the gospel together.  
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If you’re a part of the church, having exercised saving faith in 
Christ, then you’re a partner in the gospel.  

Paul writes in verse 1: I’m writing to all of God’s holy 
people in Philippi who belong to Christ Jesus, 
including the church leaders and deacons.” 

What kind of people? 

According to Acts 16 you had people like Lydia, a wealthy, 
high status woman who dealt in purple cloth. You had the 
Philippian jailer and his family, who would have been much 
lower status.  

And you also had people from the very lowest ranks of 
society. People from different social, racial and economic 
backgrounds all gathered together in the church, united in 
Christ.  

Galatians 3:28 records, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free, male nor female, for you’re all one in Christ 
Jesus.” 

We also learn an amazing thing from Paul’s greeting, that all 
true believers are saints in Christ Jesus. Me! A saint you say?  

Why yes! Paul addressed this letter to “all the saints or holy 
people in Christ Jesus at Philippi.” (Philippians 1:1)  

What’s the world’s definition of a saint and what is 
the Bible’s? 

Is a saint some super-spiritual Christian who’s assigned 
some super-spiritual task? That’s the world’s definition.  
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The Bible says all true believers are saints; that we’ve 
all been set apart for Christ and his gospel. We’re not super-
duper Christians, just born again believers who’ve been to 
the Cross for forgiveness. 

Paul wants us to learn from this greeting that pastors and 
people are partners together. When he introduces himself he 
says, “Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus.”  

He could have said, “Paul, an apostle of Christ,” as he often 
did. He could have said, “Paul, the person who first shared 
the gospel with you and who founded your church.”  

He could have pulled rank, but he didn’t. This letter is 
all about being partners in the gospel, so instead Paul 
emphasizes that he and Timothy are fellow servants of Christ 
Jesus. 

And he addresses the letter: “To all the saints in Christ 
Jesus at Philippi, including the church leaders and 
deacons.” 

Paul doesn’t just address the leadership, and he doesn’t just 
address the people in the church.  

He addresses them together. Why? Because pastors, 
deacons, leaders and people in the church are partners 
together. 

This tremendous truth reminds us there’s no such thing as 
spectator Christianity.  

We’re all partners in the gospel together. 
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Paul goes on to say: God began a good work in you 
when you received Christ, and when I think about that 
Paul writes: “I thank my God every time I remember 
you.”  

Every remembrance, even just the mention of their names, 
brings a prayer of thanksgiving to God from Paul’s lips.  

Why? Because it’s God who began this good work in them, 
who brought them to salvation, and so Paul is supremely 
thankful. 

What a marvelous testimony as to how we should view each 
other in the body of Christ. Thanking God for each other.  

Does the mere mention of another believer’s name spur a 
spontaneous prayer of thanksgiving to God? Paul thanks God 
for the Philippians every time he remembers them. 

Then writes in verse 4: “Whenever I pray, I make my 
requests for all of you with joy.” We mentioned that joy 
is a prominent theme in this letter, and here it’s making its 
first appearance in verse 4. 

Paul is not only thankful for the Philippians when he prays 
for them, but he’s filled with joy. And it’s not in just some 
of his prayers. It’s in all of his prayers for all of 
them!  

One of my favourite parts of the day is when I pray 
for all the folks of FBC. I like to open up the church 
directory, and start praying through the directory. I thank 
God for each person the Lord has brought to this church.  
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I pray for your spiritual growth and development. If there are 
specific prayer requests I know about for you or your family, 
I lift those up in prayer. It’s a special time of the day. 

Paul tells the Philippians he thanks God every time he 
remembers them, and that in all his prayers for all of them 
he always prays with joy. Why does he do this?  

Verse 5 gives us the answer: “for you have been my 
partners in spreading the Good News about Christ 
from the time you first heard it until now.  

God had started a good work in them. From the first day they 
received the gospel until the present time, they had joined 
with Paul as partners in the gospel. And this was his source 
of  thanksgiving and joy. 

That word “partners” is a word which speaks of close 
fellowship and sharing. 

To be partners in the gospel means to share in the saving 
benefits of the gospel in your life. God began a good work in 
you when you received Christ.  

The day you received Jesus, you became a new person. God 
forgave you of all your sins. He came to live in you through 
his Holy Spirit and brought you into his family. 

He gave you new life, new direction and a new purpose. But 
to be partners in the gospel also means that you take 
part in sharing the gospel with others.   

God began a good work in you when you received Christ.  
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And he began a good work in me. And that makes us 
partners in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

So truth number one this morning: we’re all 
partners in the gospel together.  

Truth number two: God began a good work in you 
when you received Christ. Which brings us to truth 
number three: God will finish the good work he 
started in you.  

Let this be our memory verse for this week: “And I’m 
certain that God, who began the good work within 
you, will continue his work until it is finally finished 
on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” Verse 6. 

Paul is certain of this, he’s confident that God will finish this 
good work that he began in the Philippians. Why? Because 
it’s God who started it and God always finishes what 
he begins. 

Let me share a few related Scriptures with you on this point. 

First of all, if you’re a believer then God has good works for 
you to do. Ephesians 2:10 says that “We are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

You don’t just receive Christ and walk away.  

God who began the good work within you, will 
continue his work until it is finally finished on the 
day when Christ Jesus returns.” 
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It’s an ongoing process. You don’t just receive Christ, 
then do nothing, and then you’re suddenly perfected when 
you go to heaven. No, God is working in you every day to 
make you more like Christ.  

God has good works for you to do, he has a purpose 
for you that he will fulfill.  

No exceptions. “He who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

Do you ever get discouraged in your spiritual progress? 
Praise God – he’s not finished with you yet! 

 I like what Ruth Graham said. “I saw a sign on a strip of 
highway once that I would like to have copied on my 
gravestone. It said, ‘End of construction. Thank you 
for your patience.” 

But God is not only completing the good work he began in 
you. He’s also completing the good work he began in 
the church.  

Paul’s words in Philippians 1:3-6 certainly apply to 
individual believers, but it would be a mistake to think they 
only apply to individuals.  

They were originally addressed to the church. God 
had begun a good work in the church at Philippi, and Paul 
was confident that God would complete the good work that 
he had begun. 

God began a good work here at First Baptist Church 147 
years ago. And you know what? He’s not finished yet!  
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He has more work for us to do, more people to come to 
Christ, more missions for us to support, more individuals 
and families to reach, more spiritual growth for us as a 
church.  

God who began a good work here at FBC will carry it 
on to completion. Do you believe it? I do! Because what 
God starts, He finishes. 

Why do these truths matter? Let me close with the 
reasons why the things we’ve looked at this morning are so 
important. 

1) First, they remind us that we’re all partners together in 
the gospel.  

It’s not just the missionary’s job, it’s not just the pastor’s job, 
we all work together to share the gospel with others. 

This partnership starts at our own doorstep - right 
here in Petrolia.  

I believe the providence of God has placed us here in this 
congregation at this juncture in time - to carry out His 
mission where we are.  

It’s not by accident, but by the providence of God 
that this church is located right here on this spot.  

It’s not by accident, but by the providence of God, 
you’re here today as members and friends of this 
church. 
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The finances of this church sets forth the ministries that we 
have covenanted together to carry out for the glory of God 
this year. 

1. The ministry of preaching the Good News to this 
community in the name of Christ. 

2. The ministry of Bible Teaching and Worship Services. 

3. The ministry of Music. 

4. The ministry of Visitation to the Sick and Shut ins. 

5. The ministry to Seniors. 

6. The ministry to our kids. 

7. The outreach of Missionary Support. 

8. The ministry of Prayer. 

All these ministries focus on one ultimate objective, the 
message of the Gospel, the Good News in Jesus Christ 

This is why your forefathers founded this congregation so 
many years ago. 

- That this church would always be a welcoming 
place for saint and sinner alike. 

- That this church would always be a place where the 
scriptures are read, and in their reading the voice of 
Jesus is heard. 

 - That this church would always be a place where 
you’re confronted by the challenge and promise of the 
Gospel, and your relationship with God. 
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- That this church would always be a place where the 
message is unashamedly evangelistic.  

Where you proclaim Jesus Christ as Saviour, and urge 
everyone to repent of their sins, believe on Christ, and make 
a personal committment of their lives to Him.  

- That this church would always be a place where you 
preach a message of reconciliation. 

To declare that “God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself, and has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:19. 

- That this church would always be a place where you 
declare to the broken life separated from God, "Be 
reconciled to God” 

- That this church would always be a place where you 
reach out to the broken home, to husbands and wives and 
children who are estranged and separated from each other 
and from God, and say, "Be  reconciled to God " 

- That this church would always be a place where to a 
society, broken with hate, greed, immorality and war, you 
declare that Christ is the answer, "Be reconciled to God” 

- That this church would always be a place where you 
say to the wife beaters, the gamblers, the alcoholics, the child 
abusers, the drug addicts and the thief, "Be reconciled to 
God" 

Every activity, every meeting, every message, every 
function, every programme of the church comes to 
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focus on this ultimate declaration that Christ came 
to seek and to save that which was lost. 

We must keep the gospel central in all of our efforts. 

We can get discouraged as a church when we don’t see the 
numerical growth we would like to see.  

But God’s not finished yet. And he’s faithful to complete 
the work he began in you and in me. 

What a privilege you and I have to be “partners in 
the Gospel.” 

Let’s represent our partner well! 


