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Are We Quick to Hear? December 29 2019 

This is a great passage. Kids love the part about God calling 
Samuel over and over again, and Samuel thinking it’s Eli 
each time.  

But this is a great passage for adults too. There’s much we 
can learn from this passage about hearing from God. 

And what better time to think about this, with 2020 looming 
before us.  

One of the big selling points for cell phone providers is the 
extent of their nationwide coverage. Buy from us and you can 
receive anywhere. 

In their TV promotion, a phone guy walks around checking 
the strength of the signal on his cell phone. He keeps asking 
the question, “Can you hear me now? Good!”  

Obviously, the point of the commercial is to emphasize how 
good his company’s signal strength is when it comes to cell 
phones. 

Well here’s a question for you on this last Sunday of 2019. 
How good is your signal strength when it comes to 
hearing from God? Do you have an open line of 
communication with Him? Or are there dead spots?  

If you were to rate your communication with God, how many 
bars would you give it? Two bars? Three bars? Four bars?  

Or none at all?  
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If God was trying to get through to you today, would he be 
able to say, “Can you hear me now? Good!” 

This passage in 1 Samuel 3 marks the transition from a time 
when Israel was not hearing from God, to a time when God’s 
word came freely to all of Israel.  

And that difference came about through God’s call of Samuel 
as a prophet. The story actually begins not with God 
speaking, but with God’s silence. 

Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli’s supervision. 
He may have been about twelve years old here, but we don’t 
know for sure. 

This was a time in Israel’s history when Israel was out of 
communication with God. There was the occasional prophet, 
but by and large there was no prophetic word from the Lord 
to Israel. 

You can just look at our society today to see how true that 
statement is. How we need God’s word to guide and direct us 
and keep us on the straight path!  

There’s no greater judgment of God upon a people than His 
silence – the withholding of his word. 

Messages from the Lord were rare in those days, but 
all that was about to change.  

Our text gives us the setting for Samuel’s call and the details 
are rich in symbolism. Eli is almost blind which 
reminds us of his weak spiritual vision.  
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He wasn’t very discerning when it came to spiritual things. 
He thought Samuel’s mother Hannah was drunk when she 
was praying silently in the temple.  

He did nothing when his sons made a mockery of the 
priesthood. His fading eyesight, his fading vision, is highly 
symbolic of this time in Israel, when messages from the Lord 
were rare and visions were uncommon. 

We’re told that the lamp of God had not yet gone out. The 
lamps in the temple were to be kept burning all night long.  

So this detail places the timing of Samuel’s call late in the 
night, perhaps shortly before dawn, but it also gives us a ray 
of hope.  

Yes, messages from the Lord were rare, but He hadn’t given 
up on his people. Why! The lamp of God had not yet 
gone out. 

Eli was lying down in his usual place, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple, close to the room where the Ark of the 
Covenant was.  

In this time of spiritual darkness, with a corrupt priesthood 
and no message from God, young Samuel gets a call.  

He’s alert; he’s responsive; he’s obedient. He goes 
running to Eli. “Here I am; you called me!” No, “it wasn’t me. 
Go back to bed.” So Samuel goes back to bed, and the Lord 
calls him again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel runs again to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 
me.” “No, “it wasn’t me. Go back to bed.”  
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Now the beauty of this passage is that we know who’s calling 
Samuel right from the start, but Eli just doesn’t get it.  

This is another example of his spiritual sluggishness.  

But we could ask, why didn’t Samuel know it was 
God. Our text gives us the answer. 

Samuel didn’t yet know the Lord, because he’d never 
had a message from Him before. (3:7) 

Samuel had never heard from the Lord in this way before, 
and young as he was, didn’t realize that this was God calling 
him.  

After God’s word was revealed to him, Samuel would learn to 
recognize God’s voice. But for now, he just assumed it was 
Eli. And Eli kept sending him back to bed.  

When the LORD called Samuel a third time, and he went to 
Eli saying “Here I am; you called me,” Eli realized that the 
LORD was calling him.  

He said, “lie down again, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak 
LORD, for your servant is listening.'” 

At last Eli figured out what was going on. Remember, he 
wasn’t all bad. He blessed Hannah in the temple, and God 
honoured that blessing.  

He rebuked his sons for their sin, even if it was too little, too 
late. He’s slow to act and slow to pick up on things, although 
he also sinned by honouring his sons above God.  
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But once he figures out that it’s the Lord who’s calling 
Samuel, he gives him some good counsel.  

Samuel goes back to bed a third time, lies down and waits. 

Sure enough, suddenly a voice divine etc.  “Samuel! Samuel!” 

The call comes not once but twice.  

Why is this significant? When Abraham was about to 
sacrifice his son Isaac, God called out to him, “Abraham! 
Abraham!” (Genesis 22:11)  

When God spoke to Moses from the burning bush, he called 
out, “Moses! Moses!” (Exodus 3:4) Abraham was the father 
of Israel and the father of faith. Moses was Israel’s deliverer 
and the giver of the law.  

Samuel was the first in a line of prophets who would 
faithfully bring God’s word to his people.  

All three men were key people in Israel’s history, and God 
gave all three of them this double call of their name at the 
decisive points in their lives. 

This was the key turning point in Samuel’s life. So 
how did he respond to this call? Just like Eli told him: 

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  

That is a great prayer to pray anytime before hearing God’s 
word. It shows a desire to hear, a willingness to listen, and a 
heart that’s ready to serve and obey.  
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“Speak, for your servant is listening.” You can pray 
that prayer before hearing a sermon; you can pray it before 
reading your Bible.  

Samuel asked God to speak, and God spoke. It probably was 
not the message Samuel wanted or expected to hear, but it 
was the word God had for him. Take a listen! 

“Then the Lord said to Samuel, “I’m about to do a shocking 
thing in Israel. I’m going to carry out all my threats against 
Eli and his family, from beginning to end. I’ve warned him 
that judgment is coming upon his family forever, because his 
sons are blaspheming God and he hasn’t disciplined them.” 

The Lord was confirming the earlier message he had brought 
against Eli. Eli’s sons had sinned, and Eli had failed to 
restrain them. 

Eli’s house would be removed from the priesthood. There 
was no turning back. 

God broke the silence of those days when he called Samuel 
and gave him this word. Now the only question that 
remained was, “What would Samuel do with this message?”  

Remember, he was only a boy, and this was a pretty heavy 
message for a young boy to deliver to an aging priest. 

We find here the perfect model for giving and receiving 
God’s word. Eli asks Samuel to tell him God’s word, holding 
nothing back.  

Samuel faithfully tells him everything God told him, leaving 
nothing out.  
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Eli humbly receives God’s message saying, “it’s the Lord’s 
will, let him do what he thinks best.”  

This is the way we should always approach God’s 
word. The person delivering God’s word should faithfully 
proclaim the whole counsel of God, leaving nothing out.  

There are some pastors who only share the positive parts of 
Scripture and avoid the negative parts.  

We need preachers who preach the whole counsel of God. 
We need a generation of preachers who are not man-
pleasers, but God-pleasers who are true to His word in every 
jot and every tittle. 

And like Eli, we should humbly receive all of God’s word, 
even – the parts we don’t like, or the parts we really 
don’t want to hear. 

After Samuel showed himself faithful as a prophet to Eli, God 
made him a prophet to all of Israel. I like that phrase, 
“everything Samuel said proved to be reliable.”  

All of Samuel’s words hit straight to the target, and all Israel 
recognized that Samuel was a prophet confirmed by God.  

Chapter three began by saying that messages from God’s 
word were rare at that time. It ends by saying that 
through Samuel, God’s word came to all Israel. There 
was a new prophet in town, and his name was Samuel. 

So what are some of the things we can take away from this 
passage that are applicable for us today? 
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1) God desires to speak to us. He didn’t just create the 
world and walk away. He desires to speak to us and have a 
relationship with us. God has always taken the initiative in 
speaking to man. We just need to learn to listen. 

2) We don’t always hear very well. Sometimes we’re like 
Samuel: we don’t hear very well because we need instruction.  

Samuel didn’t recognize God’s voice until Eli explained it to 
him.  

Sometimes we’re like Eli: we don’t hear from God 
because we’re spiritually sluggish. Remember, it took 
Eli three times to figure out what was going on.  

But sometimes we’re like Eli’s sons who closed their ears to 
His word.  

God wants to speak to us, but sometimes we don’t hear very 
well. 

He speaks to us Through His Word. This is the particular 
way in which He speaks to us today. Anything which is 
contrary to His Word is certainly not His voice.  

He rarely speaks directly to people. Even in the Bible He 
rarely spoke directly to individuals.  

Samuel was the exception, not the rule 

Most people in the Bible received God’s word through a 
prophet confirmed by God. Today we primarily receive God’s 
word through the Bible, which is God’s written inerrant 
word.  
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We need to come to that word with reverence and 
expectation, saying like Samuel, “Speak Lord, for your 
servant is listening,” and then let God apply his word to 
our hearts and minds. 

Can you think of other ways God speaks to us today? 

He speaks to us Comprehensively. He speaks to us about 
the little details as well as about the big problems of life. 

He speaks to us Instrumentally. That is, He speaks 
through others. How often we hear the voice of the Lord 
through the wise and helpful counsel of our friends! 

He speaks to us Providentially. That is, through the daily 
happenings and circumstances of our life �- by closing one 
door and opening another.  

He speaks to us through Jesus. The book of Hebrews 
says, “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son.” (Hebrews 1:1-2)  

He speaks to us by the Holy Spirit � 

And O how patient He is with us. We see this in the way 
He keeps coming back to Samuel. Four times God came and 
called Samuel’s name before Samuel finally got it.  

A New Year lies ahead. What has it in store for FBC? 
What has it in store for you? “Will our heart cry be like 
Samuels, as a church and as individuals;  

“Speak Lord for your servant is listening?” 
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Show us where you are working so we can join you in that 
work. 

What are the benefits, the results, of hearing God’s voice. 

(1) Growth in grace.  

(2) The conscious presence of the Lord.� 

(3) Usefulness in service.  

How good will our signal strength be when it comes 
to hearing from our Lord? Will we have an open line of 
communication with Him? Or will there have dead spots?  

How would you rate our communication with God, how 
many bars would you give it? Two bars? Three bars? Four 
bars? None?  

If God was trying to get through to us, would he be able to 
say, “Can you hear me now?” Good! 

“Speak Lord for your servant is listening?” 

 

 

 


