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It’s All About Love” Sunday December 22 2019 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Earlier, we lit four candles – the first reminding us of the 
Hope of Christ, the second reminding us of his Peace, the 
third of his Joy, and this morning the fourth candle reminds 
us of the Love Christ brings to the world.  

So much has been said about “Love,” that people have a 
tendency to tune out when it’s discussed. Oh no, not love 
again! They’ve heard everything they want to hear about it.  

When Jesus was asked, what is the most important 
commandment, how did he reply? “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.  

And the second is like it: Love your neighbour as 
yourself.” 

Paul writes in Romans 12, “Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves.” 

Then John tells us, “If anyone says “I love God,” yet hates his 
brother, he’s a liar. For anyone who doesn’t love his brother, 
whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  

And he’s given us this command: Whoever loves God must 
also love his brother.” John tells us that the true measure of 
whether we love God or not, is shown in how well we love 
our brother. 

This is the characteristic by which a Christian should be 
known above all else.  
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How are you known by others? Are you theologically 
sound? Are you a good speaker? An active member of the 
church? An involved member of the community? Maybe 
people know you for the gifts you have.  

Maybe you’re known as a person with a beautiful voice, or as 
one who’s a talented craftsman, or a person of uncommon 
wisdom, or one who’s experienced God’s power in 
spectacular ways.  

However the Lord asks: “But do you love?” 

Paul’s words to the Corinthians about their relationship with 
each other, is where the rubber meets the road. 

If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but 
didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal.  

If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s 
secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such 
faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I 
would be nothing.  

3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed 
my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I 
would have gained nothing.  

Do you see it? All these experiences, all these abilities are 
empty without love being present. True Christian faith 
has a practical expression. 

I think it’s easily established that love is supposed to be the 
predominant characteristic of Christians.  
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Unfortunately, in practice, love is often absent.  

Where has Christian love gone?  

The Christmas story is all about love, so we’re going to look 
at four aspects of love this morning.  

1) Joseph’s love for Mary,  

2) Mary’s love for Jesus,  

3) God’s love for sinful man, and  

4) Our love for one another.  

I. Joseph’s love for Mary; Matthew 1:18-19 

An incredibly important part of the Christmas story.  

You might say, “Well of course he loved Mary. They were 
engaged to be married weren’t they; doesn’t that mean that 
Joseph loved her? Yes and no! 

In that day and time, people often got married for reasons 
other than love. Marriages were typically arranged by the 
spouses’ parents, rather than romantically based. 

So how do we know Joseph loved Mary? We know 
because of his response when Mary was found to be pregnant 
during their engagement. 

As far as Joseph knew, Mary had been unfaithful to him and 
he must have been devastated. Most guys would have walked 
away.  
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What options were open to him?  

He could marry Mary, knowing that the child wasn’t his. 

He could have had Mary publicly disgraced. 

But what did Joseph do instead? Matthew 1:19 

“Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and 
did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break 
the engagement quietly.”  

Joseph chose a third option. He decided rather than 
expose her to public disgrace; he would quietly annul their 
engagement.  

Sure people would still know and talk about her. That was 
unavoidable. But at least she wouldn’t go through public 
humiliation. 

Of all the options open to him, he chose the way of 
love. He chose the way that would bring the least amount of 
shame and attention to Mary.  

Love always protects, (1 Corinthians 13:7), and Joseph 
chose to protect Mary, even when he thought she had been 
unfaithful to him. Joseph’s love for Mary is our first 
example of love at Christmas. 

And then secondly, we have Mary’s love for Jesus.  

We read in Luke 2: “While they were there, the time came for 
the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.”   
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This is the centre of the Christmas story, the actual 
birth of Christ that first Christmas Eve. Mary gives birth to 
her firstborn, a son. She tenderly wraps him in swaddling 
clothes and lays him in the manger. 

There’s a natural love between every mother and the child 
she bears. She has felt every move, every kick, every turn. 
She has dreamed and imagined what this child would look 
like.  

She’s gone through the long months of pregnancy, the 
excruciating pain of childbirth, and now she holds her 
newborn child in her arms.  

How could she not love this beautiful new human being who 
has come from her own body? 

Mary’s love for Jesus is also indicated in other ways by 
Scripture.  

For example, after the shepherds visited Joseph and Mary, 
and then spread the word about Jesus, we read that “Mary 
kept all these things in her heart and thought about them 
often.” (Luke 2:19) 

Together these words tell us that Mary didn’t want to lose a 
single memory of all that happened that night.   

She thought deeply about these happenings, wondering what 
it all could mean.  

Her love for Jesus is also revealed by the words old Simeon 
spoke over Jesus and Mary in the temple.   
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God had promised Simeon that he would not die before he 
saw the Messiah. He enters the temple just as Joseph and 
Mary were bringing Jesus into the temple to present him to 
the Lord.  

Simeon took Jesus into his arms and prophesied over him. 

He spoke to Mary and said. “This child is destined to 
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” (Luke 2:34-35)  

Simeon told Mary there were difficult days ahead for her son.  

How true this prophecy was because Mary suffered greatly as 
Jesus grew to be no ordinary man. He said he had to be 
about his Father’s business when he was twelve years’ old.  

He operated on his own time table, not hers – as he made 
clear to her at the wedding in Cana. (John 2:4)  

And when it came time for Jesus to die, Mary was there at 
the cross as she watched her son suffer and die. 

So Simeon’s words were absolutely true.  

A sword would pierce Mary’s own soul, too. How?  

Because her son was destined to suffer the horrors of 
crucifixion, and she loved her son deeply. That’s the second 
aspect of love that is part of the Christmas story – Mary’s 
love for Jesus. 

This brings us now to the third aspect of love at 
Christmas – God’s love for sinful man. And this is 
really the heart of the Christmas story.  
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Joseph’s love for Mary and Mary’s love for Jesus are both 
important parts of that story, but they’re not the most 
important. The central message of love at Christmas 
is God’s love for sinners. 

This is evident from the angel’s words to Joseph about Mary 
in Matthew 1: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)  

Why was Jesus born into our world at Christmas? It’s all in 
his name! The name Jesus means “Saviour.” and he was 
born into our world to save his people from their sins. 

The greatest gift ever given at Christmas was the gift of God’s 
own Son.  

God gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him 
would not perish but have eternal life.  

Jesus did not merely come into the world. He was sent 
into the world.  

If you ever doubt that God loves you, just look at his Son, 
Jesus.  

Look at Jesus the child born into the world as a baby at 
Christmas. Look at Jesus the man, teaching the people, 
preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every 
disease and sickness among the people.  

Look at Jesus the Saviour, suffering and dying on the 
cross for your sins to bring you to God. Look at Jesus the 
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King, risen from the dead, ascended to heaven, and coming 
back to take you to be with him where he is forever. 

Nothing can ever separate you from God’s love for you in 
Christ.  

As Paul writes in Romans 8: “For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 

The Christmas story is all about love, but the most important 
part of the story is God’s love for us. God so loved the world, 
he gave us his Son so that we would not perish but have 
eternal life. 

There is one more aspect of love at Christmas that we don’t 
want to leave out. And that is our love for one another. 

The Bible makes a clear unbreakable connection between 
God’s love for us and our love for each other.  

We read in 1 John 4:10-11: “This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:10) 

Notice God’s love comes first. God’s love in creating the 
world; God’s love in promising a Saviour; God’s love in 
sending his Son into the world; God’s love in Jesus dying on 
the cross for your sins.  
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God’s love always comes first. But then our love should 
follow. “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another.” (1 John 4:11)  

Our love for others should follow as a natural outflow of 
God’s love for us. If God loved you so much that he sent his 
Son Jesus to die for you, how can you not love others in 
return?  

If God loved others so much that he sent his Son Jesus to die 
for them, how can you not love them as well? 

And so Christmas is not only a reminder of how much God 
loves you, but also how much you should love other people.  

How will you show your love to others this Christmas? 

Is there someone you need to reach out to this Christmas? 

Is there someone you need to forgive this Christmas? 

We have now covered all four of the outside candles of the 
Advent wreath, but there is one more candle to go – the 
Christ candle in the centre of the wreath.  

I invite you to come back to our Christmas Eve service 
Tuesday night where we’ll see how the Christ candle reminds 
us that Jesus truly is the centre of Christmas, and how all 
true Hope, Peace, Joy and Love are found in him. 


