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What Do You See? December 15 2019 Matthew 2:1-
12, Luke 2:15-20 

If there’s a single word that describes what 
Christmas is all about, it’s the little word “joy.” We 
hear it in: “Joy to the world,” “O come all ye faithful, joyful 
and triumphant,” “Shepherds, why this jubilee, why your 
joyous strains prolong?”  

“Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice,” 
“Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies, with 
the angelic host proclaim, ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’” 

I wonder how much of this Christmas joy we have 
this morning. It’s not hard to feel joy when you come to 
church and sing these moving carols. But it’s not always easy 
to feel joyful is it? 

Part of our problem is that we’ve got the wrong idea about 
joy. We tend to connect it with happiness and think that joy 
depends on our circumstances.  

Maybe we can have joy by going from one party to another, 
or frantically racing through the shopping mall. In fact, going 
to the mall this time of year is an excellent way to lose your 
joy. 

Where does Christmas joy come from? Listen to the 
words of Luke 2:10-11 to discover the answer: 

But the angel said to them, ‘‘I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in 
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the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he 
is Christ the Lord. 

This morning we return to a familiar account in Luke 2 we 
looked at last Sunday. This is the story of the angels who 
announced the birth of Jesus to the Shepherds outside of 
Bethlehem.  

We saw shepherds were not particularly social people. I’m 
sure they got along fine with each other, but they were used 
to people keeping their distance from them.  

They didn’t have the best reputation as far as their honesty. 
Due to their work they probably didn’t smell the best.  

Shepherds spent so much time with sheep that they likely did 
not have the best social skills. I’m betting most of these guys 
preferred quiet nights in the countryside over the activity of 
the city. 

Have you ever seen the puzzle page called the Magic 
Eye? At first glance, usually you see multiple tiny pictures of 
one object. Hidden in this picture is something else.  

The directions read: “Hold the image close to your 
nose, slowly move it away and suddenly a hidden 3D 
illusion will magically appear.” 

Can I tell you something? Usually, I don’t see the hidden 
picture while everyone else does. But somehow I got this one. 
Maybe it’s because of what’s in the image, and it’s Christmas 
time. Do you see it? I’m giving you an easy one. 
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Wyn always seems to be able to pick them out right away, 
while I’m looking blankly at the image trying to see what 
everyone else seems to be seeing. 

That must be why I never receive a whole book of these 
pictures as a Christmas gift. If I did, when everyone else went 
to bed, I’d probably look at that book, turn it every direction 
possible, look at the pictures for a while; then read the 
directions.  

And guess what: Usually nothing! 

If you were to ask me, “What do you see,” I would have 
responded, “Nothing.” I see random dots all over the page, 
but I don’t see what I’m supposed to see. 

If I were to ask you about our world today, “What do you 
see,” what would you say?  

Would you say there is more peace and joy in the world or 
more unrest? 

Would you say our world is heading in the right direction? 

Would you say people seem more open to believe in Jesus? 

We could add much more to this. I use it as a lead in to 
our text, where different people who came to the stable at 
Bethlehem saw the baby Jesus and were filled with joy. 

What do you see when you look at the baby? 
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Luke 2:15: “When the angels had returned to heaven, the 
shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! For 
what reason?  

Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.” 

Let’s look through the eyes of some who came to see the 
Christ child born in Bethlehem and rejoiced. 

We start with the shepherds. What did they see? 

When Christ came, his birth was first announced to the 
outcasts of society. They were the first ones to hear the good 
news of Christmas.   

Our Lord came for the forgotten people of the earth.  

Most of the time they’re the ones who receive him with the 
greatest joy. Rich people often have no time for Christ, but 
the poor welcome him as an honoured guest. 

The angel said, “For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour.”  

“Unto you.” “For you.” He came for you. 

This is where Christmas becomes intensely 
personal.  

Millions of people say that and are still lost in their sins. It’s 
not enough to say that Christ came for someone else. 
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"Come, the shepherds said, let us go and see this 
marvellous, wondrous thing which has come to pass." 

They immediately got up and went exactly where the angels 
told them to go, looking for this sign they’d been told about. 
They made their journey to Bethlehem, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger, and they tell 
everybody immediately.  

This isn't a surprise to them  

“This is exactly what the angels told us was going to happen.” 
They didn't stand around after the angels left and say, “Hey, 
Was this a vision? Do you think there's really a baby in a 
manger?”  

When they arrive, they see a baby, with the words of that 
magnificent angelic choir still ringing in their ears. 

Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing, 

Come, adore on bended knee, 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Could there be a more marvellous, miraculous 
demonstration of the omnipotent power of God, than this 
special little baby sleeping in the manger in Bethlehem? 

Then they return, glorifying and praising God; it was as 
marvelous as the heavenly host had told them it would be.  

Does that sound like joy to you? 
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Their hearts sang with joy 

What do we see? 

Then, there were the Wise Men. What did they see? 

“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  

Surely one of the great stories of Christmas is the 
story of the visit of the Wise Men from the East.  

Wherever the story of the birth of Jesus is told, so too is told 
this delightful tale of strange men from some faraway land 
who brought gifts to the baby Jesus. 

Most of our pictures of the Magi show three guys dressed like 
cone-heads, riding three camels across the deserts. Nothing 
could be farther from reality.  

There is no way under heaven the Magi traveled 1,000 miles 
across the desert by themselves. The whole notion is 
ludicrous. In those days, the only way you could travel in 
the desert was in a large caravan. 

The Magi would have swept into Jerusalem with pomp and 
circumstance and covered with the dust a thousand miles.  

At a minimum they would have brought with them a full 
military escort along with their servants.  

The total party could have amounted to more than 300 men.  

No wonder all of Jerusalem was buzzing 
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On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him.  

Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

The Wise Men told Herod of this newborn king, and their 
journey to find him. 

Herod knew well the Scriptures, and they were confirmed to 
him by the rabbis. Micah 5:2: 

“But you O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village 
among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel, whose 
origins are in the distant past, will come from you on 
my behalf” 

Jesus didn’t begin His life in Bethlehem.  

He was “from everlasting.” He was from before the 
foundations of the world. 

He was a newborn baby, Infinite and yet an infant. 

Eternal, and yet born of a woman. Almighty, and yet needing 
to be carried in his mothers arms.  

Supporting the universe and yet needing his mothers care!  

Heir of all things, and yet the reputed son of Joseph the 
carpenter!  

While I fervently believe it, I cannot understand it. Is He not 
rightly called Wonderful? 



Page 8 of 11 
 

What a glorious opportunity Herod had of magnifying the 
coming of the King of glory. 

Herod the king of the land, Herod the ruler of the people. 

When the announcement was made by the Wise Men that 
the Christ had been born, he had a marvellous opportunity to 
rejoice in the coming of that prophetic day. 

Instead, his record is one of abject failure. He sought to kill 
the Christ child.  

But God rules His world, and the life of Jesus was spared. 

These Wise Men came from afar, and their journey was long, 
over deserts and mountains.  

When Herod gave the command to destroy the babies in 
Bethlehem, he set the time of two years and under.  

This tells us that when the Wise Men tell Herod what time 
they had seen the star appear, it was months and months 
and months before. 

Just think of the travelling patience of those wise men, as 
they journeyed to see this newborn king. 

Their experience is described in the great hymn, 

"We three kings of Orient are, 

Bearing gifts, we traverse afar. 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

Following yonder star. 
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Oh, star of wonder, star of night,  

Star with royal beauty bright,  

Westward leading, still proceeding,  

Guide us to thy perfect Light.  

These Wise Men - What did they see? 

“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  

What did Joseph and Mary see as they looked at the 
baby, Jesus? 

They saw before their very eyes one of the most unusual 
prophecies come true, coming from the lips of old Simeon. 
Take a listen! 

Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary, Behold this child 
is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a 
sign that shall be spoken against. 

In the midst of that miraculous birth and gift of the love of 
God, should be this awesome prophecy of the suffering of the 
newborn King, and of the sword that should pierce through 
her own soul. 

Let’s never forget that Bethlehem led to Calvary. 

Dr. Gary Herron prayed: "The chubby little fingers that once 
clasped the ringlets of Mary's hair, became the fingers of a 
man's hands and were nailed to the old rugged cross. 

The blessed lips that Mary taught to speak, grown older by 
thirty years, were made to cry on the Cross, 
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'My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?' 

The precious side once wrapped in swaddling clothes was 
pierced by a Roman spear. 

And the babe of Bethlehem, born when the star shone, died 
when the sun refused to shine.” 

And so that leads us to each of us, what do we see? 

I pray that as you come and view the baby Jesus, you will see 
Jesus as your Saviour who came to earth as a baby, and died 
on the cross of Calvary, that you and I would know the peace 
and joy of  sins forgiven. 

In just a few days Christmas will be here. Families will gather 
around the tree to open their presents. Already some 
children are counting the hours until that glad moment 
arrives. 

Two thousand years ago God sent a gift wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Jesus is God’s 
Christmas gift to you.  

But you will never experience Christmas joy until you 
personally receive God’s gift - the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I close with the words of the angel to the shepherds: “Fear 
not, for behold I bring you good news of great joy which shall 
be for all people.”  

And what is the source of that joy?  
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“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” 

The shepherds never forgot. The wise men never forgot. 
Mary never forgot. Their lives were changed forever by what 
they saw in Bethlehem. I hope yours will be too.  

What did change was their heart. They found a joy that 
the world cannot deliver and cannot deny.  

They found a peace no bank account could produce. They 
found a love that no person could ever give them. They 
found the Lord. And you can too. 

Why not make this a Christmas to remember? Not because of 
the gift you purchased or opened . . . but because this was the 
Christmas you went to Bethlehem and saw the King. 

My earnest prayer for you all is that like the 
shepherds and the wise men, you will experience the 
joy they found. 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come. 

 


