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Just Getting Started? Joshua 14:6-14 November 17 
2019 

The message today is about a man just getting started at age 
85. 

I think many of us appreciate Caleb and his exploits more 
today than we did 20 or 30 years ago. After all, some of us 
are closing the gap every day.  

In that spirit, I’d like to share a few excerpts from a piece 
called “51 Signs You’re Getting Older--Large Print Edition.” 
You know you’re getting older when;      

The gleam in your eyes is from the sun hitting your bifocals. 

Your knees buckle, and your belt won’t. 

You sink your teeth into a steak, and they stay there. 

You’re asleep, but others worry you’re dead. 

Your back goes out more than you do. 

You enjoy hearing about other people’s operations. 

People call at 9 PM and say, “Did I wake you?” 

Your ears are hairier than your head. 

Someone said old age is when you’ve got it all 
together, but you can’t remember where you put it. 
Let’s talk about Caleb, an old man who had it all together and 
knew where he put it. 
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In the Bible some men stand out above others. Moses 
outshines Joshua, yet Joshua not Moses conquers the 
Promised Land.  

Joshua outshines Caleb, yet Caleb not Joshua defeats the 
giants. Six times we’re told Caleb wholeheartedly followed 
the Lord. He was a mighty warrior for God 

Most of us know this famous story where Moses sent out 12 
spies, to scout out the Promised Land.  

After 40 days the men came back with good news and bad 
news. They reported that the land was a land of great 
abundance and brought back great bunches of grapes and 
pomegranates.  

That was the good news. But the bad news was the cities 
were heavily fortified.  

And to top it off, they saw a host of physically intimidating 
bad guys, so tall, they made the Jews feel like grasshoppers. 

Ten of the spies concluded there was no way the Jews could 
ever successfully conquer the land. 

Joshua and Caleb saw what the others saw, and fervently 
believed God’s promise to go with them and give them 
victory. Because the people gave in to their fear, they were 
sentenced to wander for 40 years in the wilderness. 

There are many lessons here, including the obvious 
one that the majority is not always right. Often the 
majority is dead wrong. In this case, they were not only 
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wrong, all ten of the unbelieving spies ended up dead and 
never made it to the Promised Land. 

While the people were making up their minds, Caleb made 
this impassioned plea in Numbers 14:9: 

“Don’t rebel against the Lord. And don’t be afraid of the 
people of the land, because we will devour them. 

Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Don’t be 
afraid of them” 

That’s how a man of God talks! 

Caleb saw the problems. He saw the same huge walls 
and the same giants the ten spies did. It’s not as if he’s 
denying their report. He knows it’s going to be a tough fight, 
but Caleb had a big God! He understood that one man 
plus God equals a majority. 

It’s as if he’s saying, “Strap it on boys. Pick up your swords. 
Grab your helmets. Let’s go take the land!” 

But because the people gave in to their fears and were afraid 
to fight, they wandered in the desert for 40 years. Slowly the 
whole unbelieving generation died off. The only ones left 
were Joshua and Caleb, and all others 19 and under. 

So fast-forward with me 45 years. Israel conquers the 
cities to the south, then the north. It’s time to divide the land 
and settle in. 
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Here comes Caleb. He’s 85, but he acts like he’s 45. 
We all need to drink whatever Kool-Aid Caleb was drinking, 
because he was still going strong at 85. 

He hasn’t retired. 

He’s ready to fight. 

Consider what God said about Caleb in Numbers 14:24. 

 “My servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me 
wholeheartedly.” How would you like that on your 
resume?  

Caleb Believed God When Others Wouldn’t 

Peer pressure can be good or bad. It’s never easy to go 
against the crowd, especially when your friends are going 
another direction. If the people you know say it can’t be 
done, it’s hard to stand up and say, “You’re wrong.”  

At Kadesh Barnea it was Joshua and Caleb against 
the whole nation. I understand why Israel followed the 
doubters. I’m sure they were persuasive with all their talk of 
walled cities and giants.  

Who wants to enter a battle thinking there’s no way you can 
win? That’s how the Israelites felt. How could ten men be so 
wrong? Who are you going to believe - the ten or the 
two? 

It’s human nature for people to follow the naysayers. 

If enough people repeat a lie, pretty soon the lie begins to 
sound like the truth. That’s how you get Fake News. 
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From a purely human point of view, the 10 spies were right. 
The Jews didn’t stand a chance on their own.  

But God had said, “I will go with you.” That changes 
the odds instantly. If God goes with you, how can you lose? 

Give Caleb the credit he deserves. When the whole 
nation gave in to fear, Caleb and Joshua stood alone against 
the multitude. They were right, and the majority was dead 
wrong. 

Caleb heard all their complaints: 

“I wish we were back in Egypt.” 

“I’m sick of this manna and quail.” 

“Why are we going in circles?” 

“Moses stinks as a leader.” 

“If I were in charge, I’d get this thing organized.” 

I’m sure Joshua and Caleb got tired of the constant carping. 

But now they’re in the Promised Land. 

Moses is dead. 

The unbelieving generation is dead. 

General Joshua has led them to a long string of victories. 

The whole land stretches out in front of them. 
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After 45 years, Caleb steps back on the stage of biblical 
history. He’s an old man now, way past retirement age, but 
someone forgot to tell him he was too old at 85. 

He said, “Give me the hill country, another mountain to 
conquer!” 

He had his eyes set on a place called Hebron. But 
why Hebron? When Abraham died, the only land he owned 
was the sacred burial ground in Hebron. Over the years 
Hebron became the final resting place for many of Israel’s 
founders: 

Abraham. 

Sarah. 

Isaac. 

Rebekah. 

Jacob. 

Leah. 

But now Hebron was in the hands of the Canaanites. As far 
as Caleb was concerned, that land belonged to God’s people. 
He intended to take it back. 

Why did he say, “I want that mountain!”? He said it 
because he never let go of God’s promise, and he never forgot 
what that land meant.  
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At an age when most men are slowing down, Caleb 
was just getting started. He had the pedal to the metal, 
and he wasn’t about to ease up. 

Six times (in Numbers and Joshua) we’re told he 
wholeheartedly followed the Lord. This fact explains 
Caleb’s success. 

He believed God, he remembered his promises, and in his 
old age, he was ready to claim what God had promised him. 
When others were pulled many different ways, he 
wholeheartedly followed the Lord. 

Caleb didn’t consult the daily tracking poll to decide whether 
he would believe what God said. He didn’t stick his finger up 
to see which way the wind was blowing.  

For that matter, he didn’t ask his friends what they were 
going to do.  

Every day when he got up, he determined in his heart to 
follow the Lord. In that sense, he’s the exact opposite of the 
double-minded man recorded in James 1:6-8.  

Tossed to and fro by the winds of popularity and public 
opinion, the double-minded man can never make up his 
mind about anything. 

But Caleb was different. If God said, “Take the land,” 
Caleb said, “Grab your swords boys! Let’s go.” He didn’t let 
anything distract him from doing God’s will. 

At Kadesh Barnea, ten spies said, “Look how big those 
giants are compared to us.” 
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Caleb said, “Look how small they are compared to God.” 

The cowards said, “They’re too big for us to fight.” 

Caleb said, “They’re too big to miss.” 

If there was ever a time we need that spirit again it’s 
today. If we’re going to defeat the giants, someone will have 
to say, “We have the promise of God. Let’s get ready to 
rumble.” 

Take a listen to this poem that sums up Caleb’s story: 

He stood before Joshua with flashing eyes; 

“Give me this mountain before I die!” 

“But Caleb, you’re old and the mountain is high; 

Choose a peaceful spot on this plain to die; 

The people who live on the mountain are strong; 

The battle you fight will be bloody and long.” 

And as for the people being mighty and tall; 

The bigger they are, the harder they fall! 

His eyes never wavered as he spoke without fear; 

I’ve been promised this mountain for 45 years! 

And as for the people being mighty and tall; 

The bigger they are, the harder they fall! 

For it’s not my strength on which I’m countin’; 

For the Lord is going to give me that mountain; 

So let’s quit talking while it’s still light, 
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For the Lord and I have a battle to fight!” 

With that in mind, let’s resolve, no matter our age or station 
in life, that we will; 

Never release God’s promise, 

Never retire from serving God, and 

Never retreat from the enemy. 

Let’s keep going for Jesus with all the strength God 
gives us. 

God still has work for us to do.” Let’s laugh a lot, let’s 
encourage each other, and let’s keep serving Jesus. 

Too often as we get older we say things like, 

I’ve served my time, it’s time for someone else to take over 

I’m too old to do that 

I can’t wait until I retire and do nothing all day long 

Caleb refused to sit down. He was not about to quit 
before the race was over. He refused to stop living until he 
was dead. I want to live like that . . . don’t you? 

Age has little to do with what you can do, and has nothing to 
do with commitment. Our commitment to the Lord should 
be unaffected by our age.  
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In our later years, we hopefully have more wisdom than we 
did when we were young. We should be putting that wisdom 
to work.  

If you stop and think about it, some of the most dynamic and 
energetic servants we have in our church are those past 
retirement age! That’s the Caleb mindset! 

Caleb served the Lord all his life. This man who was 
ready to face the giants at 40 was still ready to face 
them at 85!  

May God fill us with the Caleb spirit today! 

 

 


