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Where Are the Monuments? Joshua 4:1-7 November 10 2019 

As a nation we’ve tried to keep our history alive through 
monuments. We’ve monuments to various wars. We’ve museums 
that contain artifacts that tell the story of the past.  

We place monuments in cemeteries and study family genealogical 
records, all in an attempt to keep our “history” alive. 
Remembering the past is good. It’s valuable. It’s appropriate. 

It’s good and proper that we erect monuments to remind us of 
significant events from the past, and the sacrifices made for our 
freedom 

This Remembrance Day morning we’re going to talk about the 
importance of doing the same thing in our spiritual lives. 

From the very beginning of Israel’s history God made a habit of 
building monuments and establishing symbols that would keep 
people informed. For example; 

He gave the rainbow to Noah 

The rite of circumcision to Abraham 

He instituted the Passover and the Sacrificial system 

Various monuments were erected at the site of important 
happenings, as a reminder of a miracle, a battle or some important 
event. Joshua 4:6 

In fact, before God brought the Hebrews out of Egypt, before they 
even get very far, God established some reminders or monuments 
to what had happened and what was going to happen.  
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He required that every firstborn son be considered devoted to Him. 

Why did God do this? He did it so that every firstborn child 
would be a reminder that those children exist by God’s grace. 
Every time there was a firstborn son they were to be reminded of 
the tenth plague and the Passover. 

God also established holidays that were celebrations like our 
Christmas and Easter, that were designed to make people stop once 
a year and remember God’s power, God’s love, and God’s 
faithfulness. We remember November 11 in a similar way. 

So Why Do We Need To Remember? 

The Lord established these memorials because He knew that 
people remember things selectively. 

Let me illustrate what I mean.  

If you have a conflict with another person, what offenses do you 
remember most clearly, your offenses or the other person’s?  

If you’re like most people, you remember what others did TO you 
while you spotlight what you did FOR the other person. We 
conveniently forget the things we did that may have provoked 
the conflict. 

In our spiritual life we often, 

Forget that we were once sinners without hope 

Forget that our salvation depends on God’s grace not our goodness 

Forget the times we thought God had forgotten us, but was really 
working behind the scenes 
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Forget the promises we made to God and to each other 

The second reason we need to remember the past is - Because it 
reminds us of our Blessings.  

Isn’t it great to get out those old videos of the kids growing up? Or 
leaf through a scrapbook or look at wedding pictures?  

Isn’t it great to look through old photo albums and remember the 
people who have touched our lives and the events that enriched us? 
When we look at those things we’re grateful for the blessings 
we’ve shared over the years. 

God’s Word reminds us of His love to fallen man. Every time 
we come to the Lord’s Table we’re reminded of our Saviour’s 
sacrifice for us. Baptism does the same thing.  

It points to the fact that we’re changed people. We’ve died and 
risen to a new life because of Christ. It’s an act of obedience that 
points to something more significant than the act itself.  

It reminds us that we’ve been made new creatures in Christ. 

When we remember the past we remember that we’ve been 
bought with a price. We remember that God is in control, that He 
has given us all things freely to enjoy, and that He has met our 
needs in the past.  

The whole point of remembering is to spur us on and keep us 
focused. 

Remembering the day you said “I do” keeps you focused on your 
marriage. 
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Remembering how you were healed from serious illness, will help 
you to cherish the days you have. 

Remembering how much a visit meant when you experienced loss, 
will spur you on to make that difficult visit to a friend who is 
grieving. 

Remembering how cherished your kids were when they were born 
makes you cherish them more now 

Remembering the birth of Christ in Bethlehem deepens our 
worship 

Remembering the resurrection of Christ gives us hope at a 
graveside 

Remembering how much it hurt to lose someone close to you, 
helps you cherish those you had taken for granted 

Remembering who and what you were before God saved you, will 
help you be more loving toward those who have not yet 
experienced God’s transforming power. 

Remembering the hard fought battles of freedom, remind us to 
defend that freedom in the present, and to honour those who 
defended that freedom in the past. 

Get a group of people together and lots of stories will be shared. 
When I get together with my family in Ireland, Guess what? We 
always recall living in the good old days. But did you ever notice 
what those good old days usually include?  

They include our successes, our accomplishments, our victories. 
We like to re-live and remember those shining moments. We don’t 
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need help in remembering these things. We’ve lots of things to 
remind us of the defining moments of our lives, 

But we do need to work at remembering the important 
elements of our spiritual lives. 

We need to remind ourselves often of Who God is. It’s so easy to 
drift into the belief that God is just a “good guy,” the man upstairs, 
and forget that He’s the Almighty God.  

We need to remind ourselves that He’s Holy and doesn’t trifle with 
evil. We need to remind ourselves that He’s Sovereign and able to 
help in any situation. We need to remind ourselves God’s wisdom 
is perfect.  

We need to remember God’s track record. We need to remember 
how He has faithfully worked in our lives. We also need to 
remember how God has faithfully worked in the lives around us.  

We need to remember that it’s by His grace and mercy that we’re 
saved. 

We need to constantly remind ourselves of God’s promises to His 
people; 

Be with us 

To forgive us 

To equip us 

To empower us 

To provide for us 
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To see us through any circumstance 

To bring good even from tragic times 

To guide us 

To prepare a place for us 

To love us 

The God who was faithful in the past, will be faithful in the 
present as well. 

It’s by His strength and not ours that we make any kind of impact 
on the world. 

The one thing we can offer the world that no one else can offer is 
His grace. That’s our primary message. 

What are some practical things we can do to help us remember the 
things that are important? 

Read Well. I know that most people today don’t read. They watch 
television, or are glued to their smart phones. To that end we need 
to read. 

Read the Bible. How simple a step this seems to be but how often 
it’s neglected. We will not understand or appreciate our past until 
we read and understand the Bible. The Bible tells us how we find 
God. And when we find God, we find our roots . . . we find life. 

Read Christian history. We stand on the shoulders of saints who 
faced death, endured hardship, stood against public opinion, 
sacrificed all they had, and who knew a depth of spirituality that is 
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so much greater than what we think of as revival. They have so 
much to teach us. 

Worship Faithfully. God has built into our worship things that 
will remind us of the past. 

In worship we hear the reading of the Word and the exposition of 
that Word. In God’s Word we’re exposed to God’s ways and 
God’s work. In the process we learn about ourselves. 

In worship we’re moved by the object lessons of baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper. These are commemorations that are designed to 
point us to the foundational truths of our faith. 

In worship we sing some of the great hymns which tie us to our 
forefathers. This is one of the dangers of singing only 
contemporary songs . . . they isolate us from our forefathers. 

Establish Your Own Monuments 

Develop a celebration for your spiritual birthday.  

If you remember the specific day you declared your commitment 
to Christ, celebrate it as your spiritual birthday.  

Observe Spiritual Anniversaries. You may want to mark; 

The day of your baptism 

The day you joined the church 

The day you received your first Bible 

The day you started teaching Sunday school 
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The day you began a mission trip that impacted your life. 

Remembering these special days reminds you of the dreams, the 
promises, the goals you had on that day, and it will refresh you in 
your service to the Lord. 

Erect your own spiritual monuments and create your own 
symbols. 

Keep the old tattered Bible that was a symbol of a parent’s faith 

Find a symbol that reminds you of some spiritual truth.  

Do something tangible. God didn’t just tell the Israelites to 
remember . . . He gave them an aid to help them remember. Be 
creative! 

Share your monuments with others. The Israelites were to be 
prepared when their children asked “what does this mean?” We 
should be prepared as well. Your family will not understand the 
significance of some of your symbols if you don’t tell them. 

“In days to come, when your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ 
say to him, ‘With a mighty hand the LORD brought us out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  

Let’s once again covenant as a church family, to help one 
another build our lives on the firm foundation of God’s truth. 


