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Planted to Give Sunday, September 1, 2019 – Psalm 92:12-14 

Take a look at this! It was planted in good soil and grew where I 
planted it. 

This tomato grew into what it was meant to be, after being 
nurtured by the rain and sun. 

It’s an amazing truth of God's plan for everything, and here’s the 
cool part; we’re the same. 

We’re meant to grow where God plants us. 

Psalm 92 clearly tells us the way we can flourish both now on the 
earth and in the future. 

“But the godly will flourish like palm trees and grow strong 
like the cedars of Lebanon.  

13 For they are transplanted to the Lord’s own house. They 
flourish in the courts of our God. 

14 Even in old age they will still produce fruit; they will remain 
vital and green. 

Now let’s take a look at that Scripture again. What does it say? 

Those who attend the house of the Lord? 

Those who visit the house of the Lord? 

No - those who are planted in the house of the Lord. 

Anyone can just visit a church and not be planted there. 

Anyone can attend a church every Sunday and not be planted there. 
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Being planted in a church means that you give to that church, 
you’re a part of that church, you help others in the church, you 
listen to the spiritual leaders of the church. 

Being planted in a church means you value the church, its leaders, 
and each other, just as a plant values the ground, the oxygen, the 
sun, and the water. 

It means faithfulness and loyalty to God and to His church. 

To be faithful to something means to be steadfast in affection 
and allegiance. To be loyal to something implies a strong 
resistance to desert or betray those things you’re loyal to. 

God in His infinite wisdom has planted us in His church. That 
means if God planted you here, He’s expecting you to be loyal and 
faithful to Him in that place where He’s planted you. 

I believe if God has planted us all here, then He’s expecting us 
to bloom where we’re planted. 

So how are we doing? Are we blooming where we’re planted? 
Are we serving God where we are? Are we serving in our church, 
our community, or standing on the sidelines? 

FBC could not function without the many people who serve in so 
many ways every week. Those who teach, those who play the 
music, those who lead children’s Church, those who take up the 
offering, those who serve as greeters.  

There are those who keep the building in shape, those who set up 
and take down tables, those who run our fellowship times, those 
who run the audio-video and update our website, and those who do 
secretarial work.  
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There are those who faithfully send out notes of encouragement. 
And there are those who uphold the work in fervent prayer. I’m 
sure I have missed some. Most of these are not “up frontiers.” 

Most of those who visit us here at FBC probably come here 
because someone invited them.  

Most of the people who make a commitment to Christ do so not 
because of the persuasion or the oratory or eloquence of a 
preacher, but because of the influence of a friend, co-worker, or 
family member, who shared the truth of the Gospel in a simple 
way.  

Broaden on own experience! 

Can you imagine what our towns and cities, and our country would 
look like, if all of the believers who attended local churches began 
to bloom where they were planted, and began to use their spiritual 
gifts and talents to build the kingdom of God? 

Surely a revival would break out! 

If people would begin to bloom in the churches they’re planted, the 
church could accomplish what it’s called to do. To go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel.  

When a plant begins to bloom it fulfills the purpose for which it 
was created. 

A flower blooms and we enjoy its beauty. 

A vegetable blooms and begins to yield food to eat. 

A fruit tree or vine blooms and it begins to offer us the sweet, 
satisfying fruit it bears. 
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When God’s children begin to bloom where they’re planted, they 
begin to yield a fruit that comes from their loyalty and faithfulness 
to God. 

In return for their loyalty and faithfulness, God provides a way for 
the fruit to be displayed. It’s displayed through the gifts and talents 
that God enables all of His children with. 

If you’re a born again believer, and been planted in a local church, 
and if you’re blooming where you’re planted, then you’ve 
something to offer the Kingdom of God. 

Each of us should use whatever gifts we have received from God 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace. 1 Peter 4:10 

Everyone has something to offer the church they’re in.  

Often young believers feel they must do something very significant 
in order to follow Him.  

Sometimes those folks determine that they should become a Pastor, 
Missionary, conference speaker or some other dynamic leader.  

These are noble and well-meaning thoughts. It’s good that born 
again Christians want to do something meaningful for God.  

But is there a problem with this thinking?  

Do Christians really have to do something dramatic in order to 
show the sincerity of their faith?  

Yes, they should clearly show evidence of a new life in Jesus. 

But God wants people to be serving the Lord right where they are, 
planted deep into their local communities and congregations. 
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He wants to use us right now in the places where we’ve been 
planted.  

In the workplace, in the classroom, in the business world, in the 
home, the restaurants, the office, the hospital, and the repair shop. 
What God desires is that we serve and obey Him in what we’re 
doing right now. 

God has placed us where we are for His purpose. A successful 
team depends on each player doing his job and calls us to be 
faithful where we are. Let’s get specific; 

- You may work in an office or factory. God expects you to pursue 
excellence in your work, to be a beacon of light in your workplace. 

- You may be a student or a teacher. God expects you to follow 
Him faithfully at school, to stand for Him in a worldly 
environment, and to look for opportunities to plant seeds of faith. 

- You may be someone with others working under you. God calls 
you to be a person who uses your authority to encourage and help 
people rather than beat them up.  

- You may work on a farm. If so, then God expects you to provide 
food that is of the highest quality whether grain or livestock. He 
calls you to look for ways to share your faith as you visit with 
other farmers in the local coffee shop or feed mill. 

- Mum and dads. God calls you to love your kids. 

But even more, He wants you to teach them about how much God 
loves them. He wants you to teach your children to love His Word 
and to make decisions based on the directives found there.  
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God wants you to minister to other mothers you visit with, and the 
teachers who influence your kids. 

- You may be a parent of a child involved in many activities. God 
expects you to do more than just sit in the audience and cheer. 
Those other parents you see all the time are your mission field. He 
wants you to find ways to plant a word in season in their lives. 

There’s one more! 

- You may be retired and feel you’re limited in what you can do. 
Don’t feel if you’ve passed 65, there no more kingdom work for 
you to do. Physical infirmities may sometimes be a hindrance, but 
is it a valid reason for retiring from the work of the church?  

What does our text say? “Even in old age they will still 
produce fruit; they will remain vital and green.”  

No pulling over and parking here! 

This passage certainly suggests there’s a place of service for older 
folks in work for God. They’re able to "bear fruit" and remain 
"fresh and flourishing", despite their advancing age. God can and 
does use the elderly. 

Moses and Aaron were 80 and 83.  

Remember old Caleb who at 85 said, “Give me another mountain 
to conquer.” Daniel was well over eighty when he served as one of 
three governors over the kingdom of Babylon - Dan 6:1-3  

Zacharias and Elizabeth were the parents of John the Baptist.  

They were "both well advanced in years" - Luke 1:7 yet he was 
serving in the temple, and she gave birth to John!  
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Simeon And Anna were two elderly people who bore witness to 
the Christ child when Jesus was presented to the temple to be 
circumcised - Luke 2:25-38. Anna herself was at least 84, and had 
been serving God "with fasting and prayers night and day"  

Paul refers to himself as Paul the Aged... in Philemon 9  

There’s always a need for service the elderly can provide. 

Here are some examples:  

Hospitality and benevolence - many older folks are financially 
secure, able to do what many younger families cannot  

Edification and evangelism - with so much time on their hands, 
why not use it to study with others?  

Send cards, make phone calls  

Spend time in prayer   

Recount God's mighty works to the next generation.  

Psalm 78:1-8. “We will not hide these truths from our children;     
we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds of the 
Lord, about his power and his mighty wonders.”  — Joel 1:3 

Our job is to move forward and trust that God, in His marvellous 
grace, will provide for those tasks. He will give us the words to say 
and the courage we need.   

“God doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called.”  

Don’t miss that. God is not only looking for gifted people He can 
use; God is looking for willing people whom He can equip. 
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It’s not the easiest thing to start a conversation with someone about 
their relationship with Christ. It’s difficult to pursue excellence 
when many around you are satisfied with mediocrity.  

In 2 Corinthians Paul tells us that he had learned a very valuable 
lesson. He learned that God’s grace was sufficient for him.  

He discovered that when he felt the weakest and the most 
inadequate but still tried to do what was right, those were the very 
times he was actually the strongest. In those times He had to 
depend more fully on God’s strength.  

Multitudes of Christian workers testify how completely 
unequipped they feel as they meet people in crisis situations. 
Preachers often walk into the pulpit and wonder what God could 
possibly do through them.  

Yet often in those times, they discover a supernatural strength. The 
words seem to come and people are blessed. The point is: it’s His 
strength that holds us up. 

The key to truly blooming where we’ve been planted is to 
remember that our job is not to promote ourselves . . . it’s to seek 
in all circumstances to promote God’s glory. 

I truly believe that God is honoured more when we serve Him in 
the shadows than when we serve Him in the crowds. Much of what 
we do publicly is designed to gain the praise of men. What we do 
when no one else is looking is the true test of character and of 
faith. 

The bottom line is this: the true measure of faithfulness will not be 
what people say about us; the true measure of faithfulness will 
be how others view God because of us.  
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It doesn’t matter if no one knows our name as long as they see 
Jesus in us. It doesn’t matter if we get credit for our work in this 
world. What matters is that God’s glory is promoted. 

So here’s the challenge this week. Take a peek at your life. Ask 
yourself, “How can I serve God in my present position?”  

Is there more I can do? Is there a new mountain for me to 
conquer? Is there someone I need to talk to about eternity? 

Don’t limit yourself to only big things; look also for little ways 
where you can show faithfulness.  

Look for ways you can plant a seed of grace. Look for ways you 
can honour the Lord.  

And once you’ve identified what you can do: Take a step of faith, 
trust His wisdom and grace, and then get to work.  

Bloom Where You’re Planted! 


