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A Command and a Promise August 25, 2019, Luke 5:1-11 

Wayne Robertson recently shared with me his fishing experience 
and this directed my thoughts to the message today. 

What would it be like if you encountered Jesus? If you could 
hear Him with your own ears read and preach the word of God?  

What would it be like to encounter Jesus in one of His mighty 
miracles?  

What would it be like to be right in the middle of one of those like 
the disciples were in our text…right smack in the middle of one?  

How would you respond? What would your reaction be? What 
would you do? What would you say? 

The crowd wants to hear Him preach and they’re pressing in on 
Him.  

And folks, it ought to be an agenda of ours when we gather in 
Jesus name to hear His voice in the preaching of the word. We 
should accept no substitute.  

It’s not the wisdom of men that we need. It’s not interesting stories 
and entertainment that we need. It’s God’s word that we need.  

That’s what causing this multitude on the shore of Lake 
Gennesaret, to press in on Jesus to listen to Him. 

And that should be the aim of all of our pastors, to be sure that 
we’re servants of the word - that when we preach, we’re preaching 
God's word to you.  

The passage we’re looking at today is one of Jesus great calls: 
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“Don't be afraid. From now on you’re going to be doing something 
very different from what you’ve spent your life doing before. From 
now on you will fish for people.” 

Peter has no idea that his whole life is about to change.  

That’s usually how God works. We’re just going on in life, 
business as usual, doing our thing, and suddenly the Lord 
intervenes to redirect our steps. 

This is not something you can predict in advance.  

Teachers teach. Singers sing. Cooks cook.  

Fishermen fish. That’s what they do.  

In the first century, that meant going out on the Sea of Galilee at 
night, casting your nets into the water, fishing all night, and then 
coming ashore at daybreak.  

When the text says that Peter and the others were cleaning their 
nets, it means that the long night was over, and they were taking 
care of the nets so they could go fishing again when night came.  

When Jesus asks Peter if he can use his boat, Peter immediately 
agrees. He knows Jesus and admires him greatly. So when Jesus 
wants to use his boat for a pulpit, Peter is honoured to grant the 
request. 

But that small step of obedience led to the miracle that 
changed Peter’s life. 

First Peter caught fish, then Jesus caught Peter, then Peter 
caught men.  
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It all begins with a frustrated fisherman cleaning his nets after a 
long hard night and catching nothing. 

Fishing is hard work. It’s one thing to fish on the weekends. It’s 
something else to fish every day for a living. Peter, Andrew, James 
and John fished on the Sea of Galilee year-round.  

They either sold their fish locally or the fish were salt-cured and 
sold as far away as Spain.  

You wouldn’t get rich that way, but a hardworking man could take 
care of his family. 

How fitting it is. Jesus comes to the scene of Peter’s failure and 
uses it to preach to the people. He uses a simple fishing boat as the 
setting for a mighty miracle. 

Nothing in this story happens by chance. All is meant to teach us 
an important truth: God still allows His people to endure personal 
failure from time to time.  

Until we sense our need of him, we’ll not be ready to follow him. 
After all, if you think we’re self-sufficient, why would we need 
Christ?  

Peter didn’t know he was about to have a life-changing experience 
when he agreed to let Jesus use his boat as a floating pulpit. 

For now, Jesus challenges him to a much greater step of faith. “Let 
down your nets for a catch.”  

Read Verses 4-5  

The words of Jesus contain both a command and a promise.  
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It’s not as if Jesus is saying, “Go out into the deep water, put down 
the nets, and we’ll see what happens.”  

No! Jesus is promising that if Peter will obey, he’s going to catch 
fish. I’m sure after a long night of fruitless fishing, this must have 
been hard to believe. 

We can learn some useful lessons from this: 

1) God never gives foolish commands, though they may look 
foolish at the time. 

2) God intends to bless those who obey Him without hesitation. 

3) God’s greatest miracles usually require our cooperation. 

There were certainly reasons for Peter to be skeptical. As a 
professional fisherman, Peter knew the lake.  

And he knew that sometimes even the best fishermen get 
“skunked.” He could have said, “Sorry Lord, but it’s not worth the 
trouble.” Or wait a minute, “I’m the fisherman here.”  

Now comes the time to “fish or cut bait.” What will Peter do? 

You can almost hear Peter, ‘Look, Jesus, I'm a fisherman. You’re a 
carpenter. Leave the fishing to me.’ But Peter says ‘Master, if you 
say so. On your word, I will do what you say.’  

Nighttime was the time that fishermen thought was the best time to 
fish. They had fished all night and not a fish came in their nets. 
Now a carpenter is telling them to go out deeper and let their nets 
down. And he says, ‘Okay, Jesus, if you say so I’ll do it.’ 

This is the moment of crisis n Peter’s life.  
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Here is the pivotal decision: would he trust Jesus; 

Even though his friends wouldn’t be pleased to clean the net 
again? 

Even though it didn’t make any sense to Him? 

Even though it went against everything he had ever been taught? 

Even though it was going to mean more work for him? 

Peter passed the test. 

Don’t miss an important principle: The life-changing moments 
come when we show genuine love for Christ by trusting Him even 
though we don’t see any possibility for a payoff. 

I love the way Peter puts it, “Because you say so” (v. 5). In the 
King James Version, the phrase is “Nevertheless, at Thy Word.”  

This is the watchword of the saints.  

Across the centuries believers have found them to be their divine 
marching orders. Conditions may be dark and the world may fight 
against us, circumstances may overwhelm us, and our fears nearly 
submerge us.  

But God speaks and his children say, “Nevertheless, at Thy Word.”  

And off we go in obedience to Almighty God.  

Middle-aged Abraham set off across the desert with no more than 
this: “Nevertheless, at Thy Word.”  
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Noah built an ark in the face of an unbelieving world with no more 
than this: “Nevertheless, at Thy Word.”  

Moses defied Pharaoh, looking to heaven and saying, 
“Nevertheless, at Thy Word.”  

Joshua marched around Jericho day after day with this in his heart: 
“Nevertheless, at Thy Word.”  

And young David confounded all the doubting soldiers of Israel by 
marching into the valley armed with this confidence: 
“Nevertheless, at Thy Word.” 

Then Peter added, “I will let down the nets.” We still have a 
part to do. The fish aren’t going to jump in the boat by themselves.  

We still have to do what we have to do.  

We’ve got to go to work, we’ve got to go to the meetings, we’ve 
got to share the gospel, we’ve got to get that project done.  

I believe there are many answers to prayers that await only one 
thing: “Let down your nets.”  

Put your net down into the deep water, do your part, and then God 
will do His.  

Verses 6-7 Read 

This is what fishermen dream about. They hit the jackpot!  

They spend a lifetime fishing in hopes that maybe one day 
something like this will happen to them. What a sight that must 
have been! So many fish came into the nets that they begin to 
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break. The men end up filling both boats with so many fish that 
they began to sink.  

Think about that - two overloaded boats with fish flopping 
everywhere slowly coming to shore. This is the biggest catch ever-
and it happened in the middle of the day. 

So were the fish were there all along or did Jesus create the fish on 
the spur of the moment? Those fish were in the water the night 
before; Peter just couldn’t find them.  

But when Jesus is in the boat, everything changes. He allowed 
Peter to fail so he would learn what he could do with Jesus’ help. 

There’s a nice moral to this part of the story: Empty Nets 
without him; full nets with him! 

Verses 8-10a Read 

This part of the story is intriguing. Why would Peter beg Jesus to 
leave? For most of us, failure is easier to handle than success. 
When we lose, we always have an excuse. It wasn’t the right time, 
the boss hated us, the job stunk, she didn’t love me.  

I didn’t need the money, the market wasn’t right, the refs were 
against us, the coach called the wrong plays, we were cheated, I 
wasn’t trying to win, my head wasn’t in the game, and on and on 
and on the excuses go. 

What if God gave you success beyond your wildest dreams? What 
if he let you fail miserably so He could give you overwhelming 
success later? 

Not everyone can handle that kind of success.  



Page 8 of 10 
 

Most people can’t. We’re ready for “medium success” but not 
“outrageous success.” Like most of us, Peter thought in “man-
sized” categories, not “God-sized” miracles.  

He had room in his mind for anything he could handle on his own.  

But when Jesus got involved, the results blew his circuits and 
drove him to his knees in desperate prayer. 

Once Peter realized who Jesus really was, the true Son of God 
from heaven, he saw himself in a new light. To see God is to see 
ourselves as we really are. And sometimes the vision is too much 
for us to handle.  

Peter couldn’t stand the contrast between the purity and power of 
Christ and his own sinfulness. 

Here is a man who has been deeply changed on the inside. His 
pride has been burned away by a transforming vision of Christ. 

Verses 10b-11 

Jesus seems to ignore Peter’s desperate confession of 
unworthiness. Peter now knows the truth about himself. With his 
pride stripped away, he’s now ready to serve the Lord. 

There’s an important lesson for us to ponder in all this: When 
we encounter Jesus, we’ll never be the same again. No one can 
meet Jesus and walk away unchanged.  

We may end up closer to God or we may harden our hearts, but no 
one ever meets Jesus and stays the way they were before.  

Peter was aware he was a sinner and wasn’t ashamed to admit it.  
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God can use a man or woman who knows their weakness and 
doesn’t try to hide it. 

God’s will is always good, but it’s not always comfortable. And 
it’s certainly not predictable. One day you’re catching fish, the 
next you’re catching men.  

One day you’re on the boat, the next you’re following Jesus down 
some dusty road. One day you’re arguing about where to cast your 
nets, the next you’re arguing with the Pharisees.  

One day you’re washing the fish smell out of your robes, the next 
you’re watching Jesus raise Jairus’ daughter from the dead. 

There’s another second question: Why do we spend so much 
time in shallow water? It’s always safer to stay in shallow water 
where you can feel the bottom under your feet, but the real 
challenge is to jump in where the water comes up over your head. 

However, if we’re going to know those life-changing encounters 
with God’s greatness we have to be willing to cast our nets into the 
deep. Are we willing to go beyond what’s comfortable? 

When learning to swim you have to eventually get out into the 
water that is over your head. Until then you will rely on your 
ability to simply stand up.  

When you get into water over your head you will have to do what 
you have been taught. In the same way, it’s only when we venture 
into situations that are “over our head” that we learn to trust. 

Let me give some examples of what deep water may look like; 
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It may be a ministry or opportunity that you feel demands more 
than you can do in your own strength 

It may be doing what God says even though it may be unpopular 
with family or friends 

It may be giving more than you think you can afford to help 
someone who is in need, or some project. 

It may be heading out on a mission trip where you don’t know 
what to expect 

It may be bringing up the subject of eternity with a friend or family 
member 

It may be daring to make a bold change in your life even though 
you don’t know where the change will lead. 

The bottom line is this: If we will follow Him into the deep water; 
if we will cast our nets even when it seems silly or uncomfortable; 
then we’ll open the door to life-changing experiences like the one 
that Peter, Andrew, James and John had.  

And when we dare to trust the Lord beyond that which is 
comfortable, we’ll discover that God will use us.  

For Peter and the other disciples, following Christ meant leaving 
behind the old life (including that incredible catch of fish), giving 
up their boats, their nets, and their livelihood, and following Christ 
into an unknown future.  


