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He Is Able Sunday August 11 2019 Genesis 1:1 Jer. 32:17, 27 

When you hear the word Omnipotent, what picture comes into 
your head?  

The word means “all-powerful,” and refers to the fact that God’s 
power is infinite and unlimited.  

He can do with power anything that power can do. Put another 
way, God has the power to do all he wills to do. He has both the 
resources and the ability to work his will in every circumstance. 

If you prefer a simpler definition, just think of these three words - 
"God is able.” That’s what omnipotence means. He’s able to do 
everything He needs to do or wants to do. 

God’s omnipotence runs like a scarlet thread all through the 
Bible. One might easily find hundreds of verses that either teach 
omnipotence, or implicitly assume it.  

To help us understand this better, let’s go to Jeremiah who points 
us to God’s omnipotence in Jeremiah 32:17. 

“O Sovereign Lord! You made the heavens and earth by your 
strong hand and powerful arm. Nothing is too hard for you!”  

The Bible says that God spoke and the universe came into being.  

Perhaps you’ve seen the T-shirt that says, “I believe in the Big 
Bang Theory. God spoke, and Bang - it happened.” That strikes 
me as a perfectly biblical statement. 

Genesis 1 has omnipotence in magnificent display! Eight times 
we find the phrase “and God said.”  
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He spoke and light shone through the darkness.  

He spoke and the stars filled the sky.  

He spoke and the birds began to fly.  

He spoke and the fish began to swim.  

He spoke and the roses began to bloom.  

He spoke and the snail began to creep, the coyote began to howl, 
and the hummingbird started to hum.  

He spoke and the waters receded from the earth.  

He spoke and dry land appeared.  

He spoke and vegetation appeared.  

He spoke, and the sun filled the sky by day and millions of stars 
twinkled by night.  

He spoke and cattle grazed, squirrels gathered hickory nuts, otters 
frolicked in the streams, lions roared in the jungle, huge whales 
breached in the world’s oceans, and the kangaroo began hopping 
across the outback.  

When God wanted a turtle, he said, “Turtle, be,” and the turtle 
poked his head out from his shell for the very first time. 

All creation joined to sing His praise. Deep cries out to deep, the 
heavens declared it, the earth repeated it, and the wind whispered 
it.  

"Nothing is too hard for you.”  



Page 3 of 10 
 

Is it any wonder – Psalm 19 says “the heavens proclaim the 
glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship.” 

No one can miss the message. God has left his fingerprints all 
over this world. Every rock, every twig, every river and every 
mountain declares "Nothing is too hard for you.”  

He signed His name to everything He made. The earth is marked 
“Made by God” in letters so big that no one fails to see it. 

Hebrews 11:3 explains God’s omnipotence this way: “By faith 
we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s 
command, that what we now see, did not come from anything that 
can be seen.”  

Finally, He spoke again and created Adam.   

As a simple summary statement, we may say that there are no 
limits to what God can do, because there are no limits to God. 

Two objections are often raised against the doctrine of God’s 
omnipotence - one frivolous and one serious. Let’s take the 
frivolous objection first. It’s sometimes put in the form of a 
question: “Can God make a rock so big he can’t lift it?”  

Now on the face of it, that seems like a legitimate question, but it 
actually describes utter nonsense. It’s like asking if God can make 
a square circle. It’s a self-contradiction, a confusion of 
categories. If a circle is square it’s no longer a circle. It’s a square.  

There’s no such thing as a square circle or a rock so heavy an 
omnipotent God can’t lift it. In the words of C. S. Lewis, “We may 
attribute miracles to God, but not nonsense.” 
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Folks, when I hear frivolous questions like that, I want to reply that 
there’s no such thing by definition as a rock so heavy God can’t lift 
it, but if there were, God could make it … and then he could lift it!  

There’s no such thing as a square circle, but if there were, God 
could make that too! 

As a passing note, it may be useful to know that there are at least 
four things the Bible says that God cannot do.  

He cannot deny himself (2 Timothy 2:13);  

He cannot lie (Titus 1:2);  

He cannot be tempted to evil (James 1:13);  

And he cannot change his basic nature (Numbers 23:19).  

With that, we pass on to a serious objection that is often raised. 
It goes something like this: “If God is all-powerful, why is there so 
much suffering in the world?”  

Why do buses crash or tornadoes destroy homes?  

Why does God allow shooters to kill innocent people?  

Why is there so much disease?  

Why do good people die of cancer?  

Why doesn’t God stop the suffering in the world? 

If we’re honest with ourselves, most of us have wondered about 
this at some time or other, usually when we witness friends or 
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loved ones experiencing horrific tragedies, or going through 
debilitating illness.  

In a fallen world, it’s a very fair question. 

I remember years ago, reading about Rabbi Harold Kushner, who 
wrote a best-selling book entitled, Why Bad Things Happen to 
Good People. In it, Kushner wrestles with these difficult 
questions.  

He tells about his own son who died at a young age from a rare 
disease, and later he came to the conclusion that he could no longer 
believe in God’s goodness and God’s power.  

Finally, he came to the only conclusion that satisfied him, that 
there’s no such thing as an omnipotent God, and that “God can’t 
do everything.”  

He wrote that God didn’t want his son to die - not like that, at such 
a tender age, and in such a terrible way, but God didn’t have the 
power to stop it either.  

Kushner’s meaning was as clear as crystal – that there are forces in 
the universe that are beyond even God’s control. 

Although the book is well-written, and in many places offers much 
consolation for hurting people, when you come to the heart of 
what Rabbi Kushner says, he doesn’t believe in the 
omnipotence of God. 

This is indeed a difficult question - especially when we’re faced 
with a tragedy we can’t explain. Every Christian wonders 
“Why?” sooner or later. So we must face this question squarely:  
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If God is all-powerful, why doesn’t He use that power to stop 
all the suffering in the world? 

This is an important question because it drives us back to the 
character of God. What kind of God do we believe in?  

If Rabbi Kushner is correct, then there’s no hope. For if God is 
not truly omnipotent, then evil is more powerful than God.  

In the end, we must rest our faith on the goodness of God. Is God 
good and does He care for us? Is God for us or against us?  

If you say No, you will soon lose your faith altogether. If you 
say Yes, then Romans 8:28 becomes more than a cliché. It’s the 
very heart of the Christian answer. 

If our God is good and if He cares for us, then we can believe He 
has all power, even in the face of sickness, suffering, and death 
itself.  

If you start with your trials and try to reason back to God, you’ll 
never make it. Start with lung cancer and it’s hard to find God.  

Start with divorce and it’s hard to find God.  

Start with rape and it’s hard to find God.  

Start with bankruptcy and it’s hard to find God.  

He’s there, but He’s hard to see when you start with your own 
difficulty. 

You’ve got to start with God, and reason from what you know 
about Him back to your trials.  
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There’s an invisible line that stretches from God to us. That line is 
the line of God’s goodness. We rest our faith on that invisible line.  

That’s why 2 Corinthians 4:18 says “we don’t look at the 
troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that 
cannot be seen.”  

As long as you start with what you see around you, you’ll have a 
hard time finding God in the darkest moments of life. But if you 
start with God, his light will illumine your darkness. 

Here are three implications of God’s omnipotence. 

1. No power or will can ultimately thwart His purposes. 

This is what Job discovered at the end of his trials. As far as we 
know, Job never discovered the truth about the conversation 
between God and Satan that started all his troubles.  

If you take the book of Job at face value, it ends with God 
interrogating Job in a most humbling fashion. “Job, where were 
you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Were you there when 
I put the stars in their places?  

By the way Job, have you ever tried to make a crocodile? What 
about a rabbit? A simple rabbit Job, how good are you at making 
rabbits? That’s what I thought.” In the end Job bows in silence 
before a God whose ways are beyond human comprehension. 

Omnipotence teaches us that no power in all the universe can 
stop God or impede His plans. Not evil men. Not natural 
catastrophe. Not reversal of fortune. Not fate or luck or chance. 
Not human error. Not even Satan can hinder God’s plan in the least  
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2. For What God starts, He always finishes. 

This is a most comforting thought because we live in a world 
where all our best work is necessarily unfinished. Many of the 
great men of the past left behind unfinished paintings, unfinished 
manuscripts, plans for buildings that were never built.  

That’s the way it is in this world, isn’t it?  

In fact, of all the people who’ve ever lived on planet earth, only 
Jesus could truthfully cry out at the end of his life, “It is finished.” 

And even when we finish something, it’s never really finished. 
That’s why houses must be repainted and the beds made every 
morning. 

But when God starts to do something, He stays with the job until 
it’s completed. There’s never a divine power failure, never a 
blackout, never a brownout, never a meltdown.  

Our eternal security rests on the truth of God’s omnipotence.  

We’re kept by his power, not by ours. He’s the God who’s able to 
keep us from falling. When He begins a “good work” in a person’s 
life, He won’t stop halfway through. He continues it until it’s 
finished. 

What a source of great encouragement to every struggling saint. 

3. No matter how great the need, God’s resources are never 
depleted. 

Do you remember the great gasoline shortage in 1973 and 1979, 
when Americans came by the thousands to fill up in Canada? The 
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shortage was caused by the OPEC oil embargo that cut supply to a 
trickle and drove prices through the roof.  

That never happens with God. Because He’s omnipotent, His 
power knows no limits.  

He’s never worn out, exhausted, or “running on fumes.”  

It’s no harder for Him to create a universe than to create an ant.  

He says, “Ant, be,” and there’s an ant.  

He says, “Universe, be,” and there’s a universe. It’s all the same to 
Him. 

That’s why you can safely cast all your cares on Him. He not 
only cares for you, He’s got unlimited power to carry your burdens 
and to solve your problems. 

That’s why Psalm 23:4 says, “I will fear no evil … for you are 
with me.” If God is walking by your side, you’ve nothing to fear. 

The omnipotence of God is a wonderful comfort to the believer. 
The all-powerful God is with us. He exercises His power on our 
behalf.  

Whenever we need Him, and even when we think we don’t, He is 
there. He never fails. All his plans for us will come to pass. We can 
trust Him completely. 

One final word and I’m done.  

First Corinthians 1:18 tells us that the preaching of the cross is 
foolishness to the world, but to us who are being saved it’s the 
power of God.  
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To the world, the cross was a terrible waste, a tragedy, an 
enormous mistake. But to those who believe, it’s a demonstration 
of the power of God. 

Think about that for a moment. In the very place where God 
seemed to be defeated, there we see God’s power. Is the all-
powerful God good and does He care for us?  

Look to the cross and judge for yourself. 

He who had all power gave it up and became weak like us. He 
knows what it is to die young and be cut off in the midst of life.  

When we come to the cross, we come weak, confused, broken, 
perplexed, bruised, anxious and frustrated.  

And there at the cross, in that place where the world sees 
weakness, there we find the power of God.  

We come helpless to the God who is our help, and weak to the God 
who is our strength. 

If God was not omnipotent, Jesus would still be dead.  

But if God can raise the dead, He can do anything. Let that 
thought encourage you, and remember, you’re not alone for 
Almighty God walks by your side. 

Nothing is too hard for Him. 


