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In Every Way Try to Please Him July 14, 2019  

Let’s begin this Communion Sunday with a question?  

What does it mean to "walk in a manner worthy of the Lord"? 
Colossians 1:9-14 

Are we to show God that we are worth being loved by Him?  

That's not at all what Paul has in mind. Rather, Paul is asking that 
we live in a way that displays how worth it God really is.  

Not that you show yourself to be worth loving, but rather you show 
how worth loving God is, in the way you live day by day.  

You walk in a way that displays how worthwhile it is to sacrifice 
and to labour and to pour yourself out for His honour and His 
glory. That's what it means to walk in a manner worthy of the 
Lord. 

Because Paul says nothing pleases Him more.  

Do you remember this old song? 

If you were asked, what does it mean to live a life that pleases God 
in every way?  What would your answer be? Common answers. 

The manner of how one came to faith 

Living a good life. 

Doing the best we can 

Volunteering for Charity Work  

Being a generous giver 
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Being an active member of a local church. 

The Apostle Paul gives us some ideas on what a life fully pleasing 
to God looks like in Colossians 1 verses 10-12. They are: 
"bearing fruit"; "growing in knowledge"; "being 
strengthened"; and "giving thanks".  

Bearing Fruit Is Evidence of The Life That Pleases God -10 

The idea of "bearing fruit" is not that foreign to us.  

I always remember the first fruit trees I planted. I wasn’t a very 
good gardener, but this much I knew, if I took good care of those 
trees, I could expect to be getting fruit in a matter of years.  

If after many years those trees were not yielding any fruit, it would 
be clear the trees were defective or not really fruit trees at all.  

I learned Fruitfulness takes time.  

The same is true for followers of Christ. The change might not be 
immediately discernable. However, over time we should be seeing 
a difference in the way believers live. 

By their fruit you will recognize them Jesus says in  Matt. 7 

“Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? 
Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 
fruit."  

Jesus says we can tell by watching people’s lives if they have the 
real thing or not. If there’s not a change in their living then we can 
conclude there’s no change in their heart. Our heart and our lives 
go together – they’re not separate.  
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That’s why Paul writes in Corinthians, Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. 

Paul writing to the Galatians says when the Holy Spirit controls a 
Christian’s life, he will produce the fruit of love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control.  

In other words, we can expect the person who’s living to please 
God to see a change in their values, their behaviour, their 
relationships, their business dealings, their speech, and in how they 
spend their money. 

The prescription of Jesus is this: "No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless 
you remain in me."  

We don't go out to bear more fruit . . . but when we seek to draw 
closer to Him the fruit will come naturally. It's not a matter of 
trying harder but drawing closer. 

Here is the life that pleases God!  The one that glorifies God in 
how we do our job; how we treat our co-workers; the tactics we 
use and won't use to make a profit; the way we handle our 
mistakes; the way we treat our families. 

A Genuine Desire to Know God Better Is Evidence of The Life 
That Pleases God – Verse 10. 

It’s one that "keeps on growing in knowledge." It’s continually 
seeking to know God better.  

Growing in the knowledge of God is not the same as seeking to 
learn how to get more from God. It’s not about how we can tap 
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into God's resources. It’s not about how to get God to answer our 
prayers. It’s not about how to get God to meet our needs and 
banish our problems.  

If our children only came to us when they wanted something, 
would we feel that they loved us?  

If our children spent their life studying how they could get us to 
give them what they wanted, would we feel loved? Of course not!  

If our concern in seeking to know God better is solely to 
"experience more of His blessing.” we’re not loving God . . . 
we’re using Him. 

Growing in the knowledge of God is not the same as growing in 
knowledge ABOUT God.  

We can spend hours absorbing all kinds of information about God, 
having the ability to quote chapter and verse, and yet not have a 
personal relationship With Him.  

Beware of substituting facts for a relationship.  

I remember when I fell in love with Wyn McAllister. I couldn’t 
wait to be with her and get to know her better. I want you to know 
after all these years I still love to be with her. She’s still full of 
surprises! 

Likewise, a life fully pleasing to God is one that desires to know 
more about Him so that they can know Him better.  

Enduring Troubled Times and Being Patient with Difficult 
People Is Evidence of the Life That Pleases God – Verse 11 

Paul tells the Colossians that a life that pleases God is one that is 
"being strengthened with all power according to his glorious 
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might." But notice the purpose of this power: it’s given so we 
might "have great endurance and patience."  

The word for endurance (or perseverance) literally means to 
hang in there. It’s a strength that helps us endure the troubled 
times of life.  

The word for patience has reference to our dealing with difficult 
people.  

God gives us the strength to be patient with those people who 
annoy us, disturb us, who get under our skin and make us want to 
scream. Patience and long-suffering go together if we’re 
growing spiritually. 

God enables us to endure by giving us the strength of His Holy 
Spirit, the promises of His Word and by reminding us, 

He’s in control (Circumstances and people can’t defeat His will) 

He only does what’s for our good  

He never makes a mistake.  

This world is not our home. (Don't let the happenings in the world 
get us down) 

So in hard times, we’re enabled to trust and not complain. We 
don't walk away. We don't despair . . . we hang on tighter. 

Being strong in times of trouble is difficult. But it may not be as 
difficult as the concept of having patience with difficult people.  

It’s so easy to react to difficult people negatively.  



Page 6 of 8 
 

But when we’re in Christ, He begins to give us a different 
perspective. God teaches me patience with others by reminding 
me; 

That I was (and sometimes am) a difficult person 

That everyone needs the benefit of the doubt (they may just be 
having a bad day) 

That most difficult people are people who are hurting. 

Judging a person's heart and motives is something that is God's 
job, not mine. 

God has a history of transforming people I would have written off. 

The Life Lived Gratefully Is Evidence of a Life That Pleases 
God –verse 12 

Example of the Israelites in the wilderness, who had been 
miraculously provided for, but instead of being grateful they 
murmured and complained. Broaden! 

We would never complain about the weather, the government, our 
taxes, our food, the traffic, the lineup at Wal Mart, or other 
believers would we? 

Could we thank God for what He's given while at the same time 
feel He should have given us more? 

That if God really loved us we would have less problems, more 
money, more stuff, more influence, less illness, more good times, 
less difficult times.  

Gratitude begins when we realize we don’t deserve the 
inheritance that has been reserved for us. We should spend 
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every waking moment being grateful that God by His Spirit has 
delivered us from a lost eternity.  

The Lord has taken our lives and set them on the course for 
eternity. Where would we be if He had not drawn us to Himself? 

An attitude of gratitude grows as we learn to open our eyes to the 
blessings we take for granted. When was the last time we 
thanked God for seeing another sunrise, for every breath we have 
been able to take, or the blue sky, or the song of a robin?  

When did we last thank Him for the Bible, for fellow believers, for 
music that lifts our soul? When did we last thank Him for a warm 
home and conveniences we consider "rights"?  

When did we last thank Him for our family? Or the trials that give 
us perspective? 

We also grow in our gratefulness as we consider Calvary and see 
how wonderful our Saviour is. Verses 13-14 quote.  

Remember always, Paul is pointing to the goal. This is what we 
are working toward, not where we should already be. Remember 
always that we cannot bear fruit apart from Christ.  

These are not traits we can produce in ourselves by greater effort. 
Remember always that the key is not to work harder . . . it’s to 
draw closer. 

It's possible that as you have listened today you realize that you 
don't have this kind of relationship with Jesus Christ. Before we 
can live a life that is pleasing to God, we must first receive the 
salvation that He offers. 

I encourage you to acknowledge that Jesus died in your stead.  
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I invite you to tell the Lord that you’re willing to trust Him for 
your eternal destiny.  

Let Him know that you’re willing to let Him build a new life in 
you . . . the life you were created to live. Take that step today. 

This passage is a call to a Christianity that is so much more 
than religious mumbo-jumbo. It's a summons to a relationship 
with Christ that will transform us.  

It's an invitation to a life that will invigorate us. It's the doorway to 
a lifestyle that will make the world stop and wonder.  

Wouldn't it be nice if someone could point at us and say, "Now, 
that's what it's like to live a life that is pleasing to the Lord?  

In every way trying to please Him; 

By Living a Life That Bears Fruit  

By Living a Life that Desires to Know God Better 

By Living a Life That Endures Troubled Times and is Patient 
with Difficult People  

By Living a Life That Is Lived Gratefully 

 

 


