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Daring to be Different Father’s Day June 16 2019 Joshua 24:15 

Intro: The Bible lists several dads who were the kind of fathers 
whose examples are worth following. This morning we’ll look at 
four fathers in the Bible who got the attention of heaven. On one 
hand what they did was spectacular. On the other hand they only 
did what’s expected of every dad. 

Anybody can be a father. It takes a special man to be a dad. It 
takes an even more special man to be a “Godly father”. 

That’s the wonderful thing about being a parent, even the 
common, ordinary things we do can have a tremendous impact. 
Going to work and coming home every night, coming home sober 
every night, bringing the paycheck home to support the family.  

Loving your wife and showing it, being a moderate provider and a 
shelter from harm and evil, throwing a ball, sipping tea from a 
plastic cup, pushing a bicycle with no training wheels, saying "no, 
saying "yes."  

Those things are so simple anyone can do them. But what makes 
them outstanding is not everyone has the fortitude to actually do 
them. 

The men we’ll consider as follow-worthy fathers are: Noah, 
Abraham, Job and Joshua. These four men are household names. 
Most of us know their stories. They’re famous Bible characters. 
They’re super-heroes of the faith. Yet each of them did something 
which today’s dad can easily duplicate. 

Noah - saved his race, by saving his family Gen. 6:5-10 (esp. 7-8) 

The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had 
become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of 
the human heart was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord regretted 
that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was 
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deeply troubled. So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the 
earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, 
the birds and the creatures that move along the ground—for I 
regret that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes 
of the Lord. 

This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked 
faithfully with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and 
Japheth. 

When the world was falling apart, one father went about life in 
such a way as to find favour with God in heaven.  

Every thought and every deed of every man was wicked. God 
planned to wipe out mankind . . . from the face of the earth. . . . 
Noah found favour in the eyes of the LORD because he was a 
righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he 
walked with God.  

Because he dared to be different rather than cowering to the 
spiritual climate of his peers, God saw a redeeming quality in the 
people He had created. 

What a thought, to consider that one man living right in a wicked 
world could get God’s attention. When the Lord looked at the 
world he saw a dismal picture. But when He saw Noah, He must 
have sat a little straighter on His throne.  

A smile must have formed on His face. And in that moment, as He 
considered Noah, God devised a redemptive plan. He decided on 
a way to save the one man who did what was right - and his 
family. 

The world over, "dad" is known to stand for a cause he believes 
in, even when that stand puts him in the minority. 
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It doesn’t matter what the rest of the world is doing, live right and 
you will secure the honour of your family. Your integrity may 
spare your family from the judgment of God. In fact, the way one 
man lives sometimes alters the course of world events. 

Abraham - would command (instruct) his children Genesis. 18:19  

“For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is 
right and just, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what 
he has promised him. 

The Lord chose to set a nation apart in order to begin the process 
of redeeming the world through His mercy to that nation. To raise 
up that nation, He chose a man who would lead his children in the 
way God wanted him to. He used Abraham as the founder of the 
nation. 

When Abraham chose to live by faith he carved a path in the 
wilderness. As he stepped out to follow the will of God he 
demonstrated how to follow the Lord for his family. He taught 
them to keep the ways of the Lord by obeying His call. 

I can imagine someone saying, "Yeah Alex, but Abraham had 
visions and revelations, I haven’t had any of those things." No, but 
we have 66 books full of visions and revelations waiting for us to 
receive. There’s no need for the Lord to give us new revelations 
until we live by the old ones we already have. 

Following God is a spiritual experience, but it’s also a practical 
experience. Abraham left everything that was familiar to him in 
order to inherit promises that were entirely unfamiliar to him. 
"Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and 
go to the land I will show you..." (Genesis. 12:1)  

That’s pretty mystical, meaning beyond human understanding. 
But haven’t we been called to the same sort of mysticism? Aren’t 
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we on a journey to a land we’ve never seen? The practical part is 
getting up every morning and packing your things for that day’s 
trip.  

Abraham got up and started walking. "How will I know when I get 
there?" "I’ll tell you when you get there." "Alright. Are we there 
yet?" It’s the same for us. We get up every morning and do the 
things we know to do until the Lord tells us we’ve arrived. 

Teaching our children the ways of the Lord can be as simple as 
answering the question "Are we there yet?" "We’ll know when 
we get there." 

Job - prayed for his children Job 1:1-5 esp. 5 

“In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This 
man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 
He had seven sons and three daughters, and he owned seven 
thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of 
oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of 
servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the 
East. 

His sons used to hold feasts in their homes on their birthdays, and 
they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 
When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would make 
arrangements for them to be purified.  

Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each 
of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed 
God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom.” 

Job got God’s attention. Not just because he was the richest man 
around, but because he was blameless and because as a father he 
faithfully prayed for his children. Job’s faithfulness in this 
responsibility has always impressed me.  
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He prayed for his children just in case any of them had sinned. He 
didn’t wait for a neighbour to report he had seen one of his 
children doing wrong. He knew the weakness of human nature.  

He prayed for them "whether they needed it or not." It was Job’s 
burden and prayer that his kids always honour God which gave 
the Lord such confidence in him. 

There’s not a Christian dad in the world who can’t adopt this habit 
of intercession for the hearts of his family members. Every one of 
us can pray. 

Every morning when we wake up we can take our family before 
the throne of God in prayer. Every night before we go to bed we 
can call our children by name. And all through the day, as they 
come to mind, we can breathe a prayer on their behalf. Pray for 
them on special occasions. Tests. Games. Jobs. Dates. Weddings. 
Babies. On and on. 

Our children will never outgrow our prayers or the need for our 
prayers. Job’s children were all grown and on their own. But he 
never stopped the custom he developed when they were young. 

We don’t have to be super-heroes to pray for our families. But if 
we do pray for them, they may never know we aren’t. 

Joshua - chose the Lord for his family Joshua. 24:14-16 esp. 15 

Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away 
the gods your ancestors worshipped beyond the Euphrates River 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But if serving the Lord seems 
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond 
the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are 
living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
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When Israel was about to enter her third generation of 
leadership, Joshua set the example for every home in the nation. 
Not only that, he also set the tone for every father who would 
follow after him.  

When we leave this world our greatest legacy is the one which 
shows the direction we left. The most important thing we can do 
in our death is to let those we leave know where we’re going – 
and where you stand with the Lord. Hymn Quote! 

How many funerals have you attended and had someone come to 
you with these words, "I believe he made his peace with the 
Lord," and you can tell by the way they say it, they’re hoping for a 
confirmation from you? They don’t know, but they’re hoping the 
departed loved one in question made peace with God in his final 
moments. What a sad way to leave those you love - wondering 
where you will spend eternity. 

When Joshua laid down the baton of leadership, he made clear 
the direction he wanted the nation to pursue. I realize we can’t 
impose our faith and standard of conduct on the next generation 
once we’re gone, but we can let them know our dreams and faith 
while we’re here.  

Joshua as much as told Israel, "I don’t know what you’ll do when 
I’m not here, but this is what I hope you’ll do."  

What made Joshua a great father to follow was his determination 
that he and his family would follow the Lord, and what greater joy 
to any Christian father than to see his children embracing the faith 
he professes.  

To be able to say like Joshua– “as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord” and to witness that first hand. 

3 John 1:4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children 
walk in truth 
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Close: 

These are four famous fathers, men who loved their families and 
served the Lord. 

- Noah who lived different from the people around him. 

- Abraham who instructed his family in the ways of the Lord. 

- Job who prayed for his family, that their hearts would stay pure. 

- Joshua who chose the Lord to be Lord of his home. 

They have been famous on earth and they will be famous in 
heaven. They set their families on a godly path leading by 
example. They left footprints worth following. They did simple 
things we all can do as Christian fathers.  

They did right when it would have been easier, even acceptable to 
do wrong. They left the familiar and broke away from the crowd. 
They prayed faithfully for their children. And they chose the Lord 
as God of their life and let everyone know it. 

I urge you to make a decision today. Choose to have a close 
relationship with God. Be intentional about who you’re going to 
follow in your life. Choose to seriously follow the One who has 
given His life for you. 

For some this choosing, Christ will mean entering into a 
relationship with God through Jesus. For you, it may be time to 
say to the Lord, “Yes, I do believe that Jesus died on the cross as a 
sufficient payment for my sin. I’m willing to put my confidence for 
eternity in Christ.” Start the journey right now. 
 
The Lord wants us to make a serious effort in our commitment to 
Him. Will you take a hard look at your life and remove those 
things that stand between you and serious discipleship?  
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Make time to build your relationship with Him. Give priority time 
to worship, Bible study, prayer, and seeking God’s will for your 
life. 
Resolve to be a good steward of what God has given you. Stop 
looking at what you have as “yours” to use as you want, and 
instead start seeing what you have as “His” to be used as He sees 
fit.  
Let Him control your calendar, your chequebook, and your free 
time. 

Men - you can do these things. Start with choosing the Lord. If 
you have never taken Jesus as your Saviour, I pray you will do so 
today, and be able to say with conviction; 

“I know whom I have believed.” 

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

Then live for God and let everyone know it. You can make a 
world of difference.  

Make that genuine commitment today! 


