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Let’s Start at the Very Beginning May 19 2019 Genesis 1:1-11 

Are we the chance products of mindless evolution, or are we here 
because God created us?  

Did the universe just “happen” or was it caused? Did the human 
race rise up from the primordial ooze, or were we intentionally 
created by the hand of God?  

But if you believe that every single man and woman is a creation 
of God, and that we’re unique because God made us in his image, 
then you’ll have an entirely different view of the universe and your 
place in it. 

Say what you will about Genesis 1, but this is where the Bible 
begins, so we can’t escape it or ignore it or pretend it isn’t there. 

A song from The Sound of Music says, “Let’s start at the very 
beginning; it’s a very good place to start.” Absolutely right, and 
where else would you start but with the very beginning of the 
Bible?  

It’s only fair that I tell you right up front where I stand on this. I 
accept the words of Genesis 1through 11 as literal truth from God.   

No other writing in all of human literature possesses the grandeur 
of these opening chapters of the Bible of how the world came to 
be, and I reject outright the notion that these chapters are myth or 
legend or poetry.  

These chapters were meant to be taken as a true account of the 
origin of the human race. 

I should add that they’re the hottest battleground in the Bible.  
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For well over a hundred years, from the time of Charles Darwin 
until the present day, unbelievers, skeptics, and doubters of all 
varieties have levelled their rhetorical artillery at Genesis 1-11.  

They have attacked this section of God’s Word from every 
possible angle. We’re told again and again that science has proved 
that these chapters cannot possibly be true. 

That evolution must be accepted as fact, and that no intelligent 
person could ever actually believe in a literal Adam and Eve, a 
literal serpent talking, a literal Garden of Eden, a literal Cain and 
Abel, a literal Noah, a literal ark, and certainly not in a literal 
worldwide flood, much less in a literal Tower of Babel.  

These things are nonsense (so we’re told), foolishness, and the 
product of a pre-scientific era. Unfortunately, many well-meaning 
Christians have bought into these attacks to a significant degree.  

Because we’re intimidated by the harshness of criticism that comes 
whenever we dare to say, “Yes we do believe this is how the 
world came to be;”  

It’s been easier for us to keep silent so we won’t be mocked, or to 
make a series of compromises, so that we can live at peace with the 
unbelieving majority that largely controls education in Canada and 
the media.  

It’s not profitable to make compromises with our critics. It never 
works, it never helps, and they won’t be convinced by our 
compromising anyway. If they’re going to shoot at us, we might as 
well fight it out with our guns blazing.  
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Regretfully, even some who say they believe the Bible, have a 
mental asterisk by the book of Genesis, because they know how 
controversial it is. They believe it but have some internal doubts. 

I should add, that these chapters present us a whole array of 
intriguing questions. Here are just a few of them: 

1) How long were the “days” of Genesis 1? 

2) Were Adam and Eve real people? 

3) Where was the Garden of Eden? 

4) Did God really make Eve from Adam’s rib? 

5) Why did Satan appear to Eve as a serpent? 

6) Could all the animals talk back then? 

7) What is original sin? 

8) Why was Adam sentenced to toil and sweat and Eve to pain in 
childbirth? 

9) Where did Cain get his wife? 

10) Why did God tell Noah to make an ark out of gopher wood? 

11) What is gopher wood? 

12) Was there really a flood and did it really cover the whole 
earth? 

13) What happened to the dinosaurs? 

14) Who were the “giants” who roamed the earth in Noah’s day? 
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15) Is it true that before the flood some people lived to be 900 
years old? 

16) Is it true that it never rained until the flood? 

17) Why did God use a rainbow to make a promise? 

18) What really happened at the Tower of Babel? 

Then there are some other crazy questions that pop up from time to 
time, such as, “Did Adam have a belly-button?” and “How did 
Noah keep the ark clean with all those animals on board?” 

And there are other questions relating to the trustworthiness of 
the Bible. Is it true that there are two creation accounts and do they 
really contradict each other? How do we reconcile the Bible with 
the findings of modern science? 

Finally, there’s a whole range of questions relating to 
contemporary social issues: How does Genesis 1-11 help us 
understand the roles of men and women in the home and in the 
church?  

How does Genesis 2 apply to the question of homosexuality and 
gay marriage? What is the biblical foundation for marriage and 
the family? Is euthanasia wrong? What is the biblical basis for 
human rights? Why is racism wrong? 

I hasten to add that I’m not going to be able to answer all these 
questions. For some of them, the Bible doesn’t tell us enough to 
offer an answer. In some cases, the answers are clear and of vital 
importance. 

Genesis 1 through 11 is the seed plot of the entire Bible.  
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What the acorn is to the oak, so this passage is to the rest of the 
Bible. These are the headwaters of divine revelation. Everything 
God wants us to know starts right here. 

Genesis is God’s eyewitness testimony to the creation of the world, 
which is one reason why skeptics attack it so bitterly.  

The devil hates this portion of God’s Word because of its message. 
Genesis 1-11 establishes that there’s a God who reigns supreme 
over the universe. It tells us that God made us, that he established 
the rules for life, and therefore we’re totally accountable to Him.  

There are three questions we all must answer eventually: 

Where did I come from? 

Why am I here? 

Where am I going? 

You can never answer the last question until you answer the 
second question, and you will never answer the second question 
until you answer the first one. Genesis tells us where we came 
from, and it also tells us why we’re here.  

We were made by God, and we were put on the earth to know 
Him and to serve Him. And in serving Him we find meaning and 
purpose and fulfillment and incredible satisfaction, and a sense of 
self-worth. We were made for God, and the more we know about 
Him, the happier we will be. 

With that, we come to the very first verse of the Bible. “In the 
beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (1:1) 
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I’m struck by the fact that it’s a declaration, not an argument.  

As far as I can tell, the Bible nowhere argues for the existence 
of God. The Bible simply declares that God is, and that he created 
all things. 

The text says, “In the beginning,” referring to the beginning of all 
created things. This is where everything starts. 

There was a time when matter as we know it didn’t exist. There 
was a time when the heavens and the earth didn’t exist.  

The things we see around us, the trees and the buildings and the 
cars we drive, the things we own, the mountains and the oceans, 
none of it has been here forever. Only God is eternal. Everything 
else had a beginning. Even time itself was created by God. 

This world is God’s house. He’s left clues everywhere about what 
kind of God He is. That raises a question that children like to ask 
(and adults secretly wonder about):  

Who created God? The answer is, no one “created” God. He was 
there before the beginning. He had no beginning and he didn’t 
create Himself.  

He was, He is, and He will always be.  

I freely admit that we can’t comprehend what that means. But 
know this! God stretches back farther than the mind can imagine.  

He goes far beyond the reaches of chemistry or biology, or history 
or mathematics or quantum mechanics, or the speculations of 
cosmologists, who study the origin, evolution and fate of the 
universe.  
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He dwells in eternity, which means no telescope can find Him, and 
no computer programme can define Him. 

The Apostles’ Creed begins with these simple, majestic words: “I 
believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”  

Genesis 1:1 tells us that God created all that we see around us. 
He created the sun and the stars and the moon and the planets. He 
created the comets and the asteroids. He created the quasars and 
the pulsars and the black holes of space.  

Scientists estimate there are 400 billion stars in the Milky Way 
Galaxy. They estimate there are more than 100 billion galaxies, 
each with at least 100 billion stars. I can hardly get my head 
around that. And God hung each one in space and calls each one 
by name. Psalm 147:4 

No wonder the Bible says, “The heavens declare the glory of God 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork” Psalm 19:1  

God has left his fingerprints all over the universe. You have to 
be blind not to see them. Let me illustrate.  

Suppose you were to visit my home while I was not there. How 
much could you learn about my family just from looking around? 
You might suspect we come from Ireland, have three children and 
nine grandchildren by looking at pictures around the house. 

There’s a lot more a careful observer could discover about the 
Craig family just by rummaging around through our closets and 
bookshelves. In the end, you’d know a lot about me, although you 
wouldn’t know me personally.  

The clues are everywhere for those who care to look. 
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This world is God’s house. He’s left clues everywhere about what 
kind of God he is. When you stand at the Grand Canyon, you can’t 
help but be overwhelmed at the mighty power of God to create 
such magnificence.  

He’s as infinite as the dark recesses of the mighty Atlantic Ocean. 
Each snowflake testifies to his uniqueness. The majestic towering 
Rocky Mountains proclaim his creativity. 

The galaxies shout out, “He is there.” The wildflowers sing 
together, “He is there.” The rippling brooks join in, “He is there.” 
The birds sing it, the lions roar it, and the fish write it in the 
oceans, “He is there”.  

All creation joins to sing his praise. The heavens declare it, the 
earth repeats it and the wind whispers it - "He is there.” Deep cries 
out to deep, the mighty sequoia trees tells it to the eagle who soars 
overhead, the lamb and the wolf agree on this one thing - "He is 
there.”   

No one can miss the message! God has left His fingerprints all 
over this world. Truly, “This is my Father’s world,” and every 
rock, every twig, every river and every mountain bears His 
signature. He signed His name to everything he made. The earth is 
marked “Made By God” in letters so big that no one fails to see it. 

He created the heavens and the earth out of nothing. He spoke 
and the stars filled the sky. He spoke and the birds began to fly.  

He spoke and the fish began to swim. He spoke and the roses 
began to bloom.  

He spoke and the snail began to creep, the coyote began to howl, 
and the hummingbird started to hum.  
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When God wanted a turtle, he said, “Turtle, be,” and the turtle 
poked his head out from his shell for the very first time  

Hebrews 11:3 explains creation this way: “By faith, we 
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so 
that what is seen, was not made out of things that are visible.”  

On the basis of Genesis 1:1, we know these things are true: 

He is sovereign. He is Almighty. He is Omnipotent. He is 
Supreme. 

Only God creates. We don’t create anything. We take existing 
material and fashion it into something new. We make things. Only 
God creates something from nothing. 

Because He’s the Creator, He’s greater than His creation. 
Because He’s the Creator, He’s absolutely supreme over all things. 
That means there’s nothing in my life that’s greater than God. And 
there’s no problem I have that He cannot solve! 

Evolution for some people is just an excuse to reject God’s 
sovereignty. 

If you can believe Genesis 1:1, you won’t have any problems with 
the rest of the Bible. If you can believe that there’s a God who 
miraculously created everything in the universe, you won’t 
struggle over the other miracles of the Bible.  

As for me and my family, we believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. If you don’t believe in God, you’re 
forced to say that nothing plus nothing equals something. It 
takes more faith to believe that than to believe Genesis 1:1. 
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Everything begins with God. Life begins with God. Truth 
begins with God. Understanding begins with God. Wisdom 
begins with God. That’s why Genesis 1:1 is the first verse of the 
Bible. This is where wisdom begins.  

Skip this and nothing else in the Bible will make sense. You’ll 
know the details of daily life, but you’ll never understand where 
you came from, why you’re here, and where you’re going when 
you die. 

God created us. God loved us. And He made it possible for us to 
spend eternity with Him. And so we join with Christians 
everywhere in proclaiming our belief in the very first verse of the 
Bible.  

We believe that God created us, that he made us and we didn’t 
make ourselves, that God created everything that exists merely by 
speaking words, that God is supreme, and we therefore gladly bow 
before Him in worship, wonder, adoration and praise.  

In Him, we live and move and have our being. We owe Him 
everything. He alone is the Lord. “In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth.” This is where the Christian faith 
begins.  

Prayer: Our Lord and our God, Your creation is marvellous, Your 
wisdom is beyond all that we could comprehend, so as we sing 
“this is our Father’s World”, grant that we might so trust in Jesus 
Christ as to praise You not only as the God who made us, but as 
the God who is our Saviour, who mightily redeemed us.  

And we ask this through Your all-sufficient, redeeming Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 


