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Mother’s Day Sunday, May 12, 2019 - Genesis 18:1-15, 21:6,7 

Intro: Do you like a good laugh? We’re going to look this 
morning at a 90-year-old mother who had a laugh for the ages.  

Anyone who has been a parent for any length of time has a host of 
humorous things that have happened in their household. I’m sure 
everyone here can remember some of those funny occasions. 
Often they brought unexpected laughter. 

I know we had times at our dinner table when someone's well-
timed comment brought gales of laughter. Children often say the 
funniest things, but so do mothers. Mine was no exception. 

I woke up early last Thursday morning thinking of my mother and 
her unique qualities and quirks. 

I have kept all of her letters she wrote to me since I came to 
Canada. What a treasure trove they are! 

Letters From an Irish Mother  - Read 

We’ve come together this morning for 2 primary reasons. One is to 
honour the Lord Jesus Christ with our worship. The other is to 
honour our mothers, and maybe also have some laughs. 

Putting together a Mother’s Day sermon is never easy - because I 
don’t suppose that anything has ever been said, or ever will be 
said, that’s eloquent enough, or expressive enough, to articulate the 
true value of a mother. 

Today we look at the life of a woman who lived most of her life 
without a child of her own. She was a Godly woman who 
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discovered at 90 years of age, that the impossible is possible. That 
God is a God of surprises. 

Mothers are interesting.  

Not only do they seem to be at times, `superhuman’ but have you 
ever noticed they all speak the same language. It’s not written in 
any book nor is it taught in any college, but every mother 
mysteriously seems to know the dialect. Things like; 

"Alex, if you break your leg climbing that tree, don’t come running 
to me" 

This Mother’s Day Sunday we want to look at a number of 
accounts of parents laughing unexpectedly. Their names were 
Abraham and Sarah, and Donna read for us what made them laugh. 

We’re talking about laughter this morning, and we’ll be focusing 
in particular on Sarah, and her laughter as recorded in Scripture 

The first records of unexpected laughter are at two different times 
when the Lord informs Abraham, that even in their old age, he and 
his wife Sarah are going to have a son.  

In the first case in Genesis 17, God had called Abraham to 
circumcise all the men in his family. This was a special act which 
signified the Jewish males devotion and commitment to the Lord.  

Then in verses 15-18; 

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer 
to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. I will bless her and will 
surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the 
mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”  
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Abraham laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a 
man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of 
ninety?” Why did Abraham laugh?  

Because it seemed like an absurd notion! He’d given up on the idea 
of Sarah ever bearing children. Sarah was too old. Abraham was 
content to let his family line come through Ishmael, his firstborn 
son from his slave Hagar.  

I suspect there was a part of Abraham that wanted to believe the 
words . . . but they seemed too incredible to be possible. 
Abraham was not laughing from joy . . . he was laughing at 
something he considered to be absurd. It was a derisive laugh. 

The second account of laughter is very similar. This time the 
laughter is coming from Sarah. Three visitors come to the home 
of Abraham and Sarah. At least two of the visitors are identified as 
angels, the other is called "The Lord."  

In the course of the conversation with Abraham, the LORD speaks 
to Abraham. 

“I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 
your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening in at the 
entrance to the tent, and had her ear to the keyhole so to speak.  

Sarah was long past the age of childbearing. So she laughed to 
herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my master is old, 
will I now have this pleasure?” [Genesis 18:10-12]  

Sarah, like Abraham, was not laughing out of joy. She laughed 
because she thought, "these visitors must not know me or how old 
I am." She asks herself out loud, "How could a worn-out woman 
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like me have a baby?" It’s impossible! It was so absurd that she 
broke out into a peal of unexpected laughter. 

But God hears the laughter and addresses the situation. 

The Lord said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Will 
I really have a child now that I am old?' Is anything too hard 
for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time next year 
and Sarah will have a son." (verses. 13-15) 

He understands that Sarah isn’t laughing because she’s delighted 
with what she’d heard, she’s laughing because she believes it’s 
impossible. This is the laughter of disbelief. And God's 
response to Sarah is this: "Sarah, your God is too small."  

He asks her a rhetorical question: "Is anything too hard for the 
Lord?" O what a question this is - a question powerful and 
profound! The expected answer is "No".  

The God who created the universe with a word, and flung the stars 
into space is not limited by the world He created. What seemed 
impossible to Sarah was not impossible to God at all. 

What message can we take from this for present-day believers? 
I can’t emphasize enough the importance of this passage for our 
everyday living? It applies to those with families and those without 
them. It applies to anyone who feels they are in an impossible 
situation. 

- The friends who seems so resistant to the gospel are not so far 
gone that God can’t change their heart. Keep faithfully loving them 
and pointing them to the truth. 
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- The marriage that seems destined to fail doesn’t have to. Keep 
praying for God to change hearts and keep doing everything you 
can to heal that relationship. 

- You can give faithfully to the Lord even when you aren’t sure 
how it will all work out. The God who supplied the needs of 5,000 
with 5 loaves and 2 fish can also provide for your needs if you trust 
Him. 

- Those children, grandchildren or friends who seem headed down 
the wrong path are never too far gone. Keep praying, keep loving 
them, and keep pointing them to the Lord. Nothing is too hard for 
the Lord. 

- When it feels like the only way to get ahead is to play by the rules 
the world follows (by being dishonest, or compromising your 
faith), continue to be a person of integrity. God honours those 
that honour Him! 

We need to remember that nothing is too hard for the Lord. 

We should trust Him rather than doubting Him as Sarah did. God 
doesn’t always do things exactly the way we think He should, or 
the way we think He will, but nothing is too hard for Him. 

The simple laughter of Abraham and Sarah remind us that we 
often laugh when we should trust. We often throw our hands up 
in the air when we should be putting them together in prayer. 
We’re too prone to focus on our lack of strength instead of His 
all-sufficient strength. 

Abraham and Sarah were reminded that the One who spoke to 
them is the Omnipotent God. He’s the One who’s all-powerful, 
who can do what He chooses to do.  
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He takes those who are dead spiritually and makes them live. He 
takes the sick and heals them. He takes broken relationships and 
lives and puts them back together. Whatever circumstance we face 
– remember – it’s not too hard for the Lord. 

Does this mean that every problem will go away? Of course not! 
But what it does mean is that God could remove every obstacle, 
heartache, and disappointment if He wanted to.  

If God can change things with a Word and doesn't, we can 
conclude that there’s a good reason He doesn't. There’s something 
to be gained, a lesson to learn, a character trait to develop, a faith 
to build. Don’t give up on Him! He’ll not give up on you. 

There’s one more time when unexpected laughter is mentioned in 
this touching story. But this time the laughter is different, it’s 
the laughter of joy 

Take a listen as we move ahead to Genesis 21! 

Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who 
hears about this will laugh with me.” And she added, “Who 
would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse a baby? Yet I 
have given him a son in his old age.” Genesis 21:6, 7 

She laughs out of joy. She laughs for joy at the faithfulness of 
God. Sarah thought about how incredible it was that at 90 years old 
she was delivering and nursing a baby. 

God had promised . . . the promised seemed impossible to fulfill, 
but God did what He said He would do. Sarah could only laugh 
with delight as she thought about God's gracious love. 
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Do you ever sit back and think about what God has done in your 
life, and shake your head in wonder and smile? I do. That's the 
same kind of thing that was happening with Sarah. God's goodness 
was so astounding that she couldn’t help but laugh. 

She laughs with wonder at the blessings of motherhood that 
are now hers at 90 years old.  

For Sarah, this was the greatest thing that could ever happen to her. 
It was a blessing that exceeded what she had dared to hope.  

The one who had laughed because of her doubt now laughed 
because of her joy.  

When was the last time you thought about the blessing God has 
given you in calling you to Himself?  

When was the last time you chuckled out loud at the absurd, yet 
wonderful thought that you-you . . are considered a child of God?  

When was the last time you looked at your children and thanked 
God for the laughter they brought into your home?  

When was the last time you stood in the doorway of your child's 
room and watched them sleep with tears in your eyes as you 
thought about the joy that life had brought to you?  

When was the last time you saw the rich privilege and challenge of 
helping your children or grandchildren, grow and develop 
physically and spiritually? 

Thank God for all the mothers who share their faith with their 
children and pray for them often.   
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Like Sarah, we need to understand that God's faithfulness is 
undeserved and His blessings, especially the blessing of family, 
should always be received and cherished joyfully. 

"Is Anything Too Hard for the Lord?" Think of it often and 
take it to heart. Say the words over and over until you memorize 
them. Remind yourself of His sufficiency for every problem and 
situation.  

When you’re tempted to despair, repeat those words.  

When you feel like your being overwhelmed by life’s 
circumstances . . . repeat those words. 

When you face an impossible situation, remember the truth of 
those words.   

The next time you feel like laughing at God's promise, remember 
who it is who’s making the promise. 

Got any rivers you think are un-crossable, 
Got any mountains you can’t tunnel through? 
God specializes in things thought impossible; 

He can do just what no other can do.  

Happy Mother's Day!  

Have lots of laughs with your family. 


