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An Amazing Faith – Sunday March 24 2019 Luke 7:1-10 

Have you ever had a conversation with someone and didn’t 
understand anything they were saying, because they were using 
technical words right over your head?  

Maybe a Doctor explained some health issue to you in medical 
terms that were very appropriate and precise, but you had no idea 
what he was saying because you didn’t understand the terms.  

You may have had the same problem with a contractor or a 
mechanic or a computer support person.  

Or maybe a pastor, always quoting Greek or big theological words 
that made your eyes glaze over. 

We face this same problem as followers of Christ. We’re always 
telling people that they should “have faith”, “keep the faith” 
and “walk by faith”. But how often do we take time to define 
what “faith” means? 

In Luke chapter 7, he gives us an illustration of what true, 
unshakeable faith looks like. Surprisingly, the illustration is seen in 
a non-Jew, a Roman soldier no less.  

Amazingly, Jesus never actually meets this man, yet in verse 9 
we’re told Jesus was “amazed” at his faith. The only other time we 
hear of Jesus being amazed is in Mark 6:6, where Jesus was 
amazed at the lack of faith in his own hometown.  

Here Jesus said the Roman soldier had a faith unlike any he had 
ever found in Israel.  
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We really don’t know much about this man. We know he was a 
Centurion. This means he was a non-commissioned officer in the 
Roman army and would have had authority over 100 soldiers. 

Chosen for their leadership ability, centurions were the backbone 
of the Roman army. They were always Gentiles. The New 
Testament uses the word “centurion” always in a positive light, the 
most famous time being when the centurion who watched Jesus die 
exclaimed, “Surely this man was the Son of God” (Mark 15:39). 

We know the man had a servant who was very sick and about to 
die.  

The fact that the centurion valued this servant highly is noteworthy 
because servants were usually treated like property. When they 
became old or had lost their usefulness, they were simply cast 
aside, thrown out on the curb for citywide cleanup. 

The Centurion had heard of Jesus (perhaps from the miracles he 
had performed when he was in Capernaum earlier). So he sent 
some elders of the Jews to Jesus to ask him to come and heal his 
servant. 

The elders said, “This man deserves for you to do this, because he 
loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” So he apparently 
was a good guy, a generous man, and a big supporter of the local 
synagogue.  

It would seem he was a man who was spiritually hungry, and one 
who sought to some degree to please God with his actions. 

What is interesting is that these men appeal to Jesus on the basis of 
the deserving nature of the Centurion. They felt the man 
“deserved” this miracle. They’re not alone! There are many who 
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appeal to the Lord in the same way, thinking God owes them 
because; 

They do all kinds of stuff around the church and attend regularly 

They’ve given a lot of money to the Lord’s work 

They’ve been nice to people 

They have regular devotions 

They witness to others 

They volunteer for all kinds of charitable work 

But the Centurion, the man with great faith, approached things 
differently. 

We’re told he sent a delegation to Jesus the first time because he 
“did not consider himself worthy to come to him”. When Jesus 
came near his home, he sent additional messengers to say that he 
“did not deserve to have Jesus come under his roof.” His 
attitude was one of incredible humility. 

This Centurion understood that he had no right to ask anything of 
Jesus. He saw that he deserved nothing.  

One of the greatest hindrances to faith is to approach the Lord as if 
we were equals entering a negotiation. Folks, we have nothing 
with which to negotiate. Even on our best days we’re only doing 
what we should be doing! 

If we received what we deserved from the Lord we would get 
judgment. Every day of life is an undeserved gift. Every pleasure, 
every beauty, every insight is a gift. We deserve nothing. 
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True faith is not about being negative. It’s seeing our position 
before the Lord clearly. We’re the created talking to the 
Creator. 

The second part of this is that the Centurion saw the greatness of 
Christ. He believed all Jesus needed to do was to say that word and 
his servant would be healed. 

True faith is anchored in a true understanding of our own 
unworthiness, combined with an absolute confidence in His 
greatness. 

There is a second aspect to this man’s faith. He recognized the 
authority of Jesus. Many of the Jews recognized that Jesus had 
abilities as a healer and a teacher.  

The Centurion recognized that Jesus was far more than this. He 
believed that His authority was so great that all Jesus needed to do 
was say that servant was healed (from anywhere) and the servant 
would be healed. 

You have to marvel at the respect this Roman soldier showed to 
the Lord. He recognized the Lord’s power and was submissive 
before that power. 

This is different from the mindset of our culture. Children think 
nothing of speaking against their parents. Students resist 
submitting to teachers. Citizens feel free to disregard the law if it 
doesn’t suit them. Respect for government authority has greatly 
diminished.  

Unfortunately, respect for God is also diminishing.  

There are several ways we show respect.  
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We show respect for God’s authority when we do what He 
commands. We show respect for His authority when we, 

Forgive those who have hurt us and genuinely love one another 

Befriend someone who has not treated us well. 

Help others with the resources we have been given. 

Tell the truth even if it makes us look bad. 

Testify of Him to our family and friends 

Fulfill our obligations even when there are other things we might 
rather do. 

Do what the Bible says even when it’s inconvenient 

We also show respect for God’s authority when we submit to and 
trust Him even in the unpleasant and painful times of life. When 
Job saw his life fall apart he said, “The Lord gave and the Lord has 
taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” (Job 1:21)  

Job showed that even though he didn’t understand (or like) what 
was happening in his life, he trusted the Lord.  

We further show respect for the Lord’s authority by the way we 
talk about Him.  

I cringe when I hear someone talking “about the man upstairs,” 
referring to Almighty God.  

We show respect to others by using the terms Mr. and Mrs. We 
show respect when we say, “Yes sir” and “Yes ma’m” (though this 
is waning). 
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A soldier salutes a superior officer. He responds to a directive by 
saying “Yes sir”. He stands at attention. All of these are outward 
signs of respect for authority.  

When we speak of the Lord in ways that honour Him we show 
respect for His authority. This means we refrain from using His 
name as profanity or even as a meaningless expression. 
Grammatically, whenever you write a Name that refers to God, it 
should be capitalized. Why?  

It shows honour and respect to the Lord. We should speak in 
that same way, being careful to honour the Lord with our words.  

Jesus marveled at the uniqueness of this man’s faith because this 
kind of faith is so rare. Jesus had been ministering to the Jews for 
perhaps a year and a half. He had performed miracles and He had 
taught the crowds, yet this Roman soldier had more faith than any 
of the people Jesus had encountered.  

How do we go about developing a stronger, more vibrant faith? 
How do we practice uncommon faith? It’s a tough question 
because such faith is too rare in my own life. However, based on 
this text I think there are some things we can do.  

First, we can work to see God more clearly.  

On a clear night stand outside and look up at the starry host. 
Marvel at the working of the human body, consider the intricacies 
of the human brain, and look around at the majesty of creation.  

See what David saw in Psalm 8. “When I look at the night sky 
and see the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars you set in 
place, what are mere mortals that you should think about them,     
human beings that you should care for them?” 
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Look around and marvel at the variety in creation and people.  

Remind yourself that God is the One who created it all. Second, 
we need to be honest about our own sinfulness. Before we will 
ever truly trust Christ, we must come to the end of any notion that 
we deserve God’s favour.  

Listen to the way you pray. Hear if you start to negotiate with 
God. Pay attention to when you are implying that you “deserve” 
His blessing. When you see this happening, stop and adopt the 
posture of one who is a grateful recipient of an astounding grace.  

Third, make it a practice to consciously submit to His authority. 
The believer recognizes not only God’s love, but also His right to 
have authority over our lives. Becoming a disciple means learning 
to rely on and submit to God’s authority in ever-increasing ways.  

Too many people view the Bible as a catalog from which you can 
pick and choose things that you think might be helpful for your 
life. This approach is not Christian faith!  

Biblical, Christian, and saving faith involves submitting to God’s 
authority for our lives as revealed in Scripture. Sadly, Jesus is 
becoming more of a life coach than a Saviour to many. He is 
pictured as cheering for us rather than leading us. He is 
presented as our good buddy rather than as our Lord and 
Redeemer.  

We learn from the Centurion that our Lord desires followers who 
will wholeheartedly trust Him. He wants people who will trust His 
sacrifice for their sin, His directives for their lives, and His wisdom 
throughout the circumstances of life. There is one more thing.  
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The centurion came to Jesus on behalf of his friend. What do you 
think would have happened if the Centurion had simply stood back 
and mourned the declining health of his friend? What if he had 
shrugged his shoulders and said, “There’s nothing I can do.”  

Surely the servant would have died. The Centurion chose to boldly 
ask Jesus to heal his servant. He took action. He turned to the Lord. 
As a result, the servant had many more years of life, and I 
wouldn’t be surprised if both the Centurion and the servant became 
lifetime followers of Christ.  

Use this story as a reminder that you’re never helpless when you 
can bring your concerns to the Lord. He can change any situation 
with a simple word.  

Ask boldly and ask confidently. We can be humble without being 
weak or wimpy.  

Will the Lord always give us what we want? No! Sometimes 
what we think is best is really not what is best. We can be sure that 
the Lord will give us what is best in His eternal and flawless 
perspective.  

So, instead of worrying, fretting, scheming, or despairing . . . turn 
to the One who has the power and authority to heal a body, change 
a heart, break down a wall, or completely change a circumstance.  

Turn to the one who can bring beauty from the ashes, and 
victory from the rubble of defeat.  

Isn’t it interesting that we have this great example of astonishing 
faith and yet we never learn the Centurion’s name? I’m sure this is 
because the story is really not about the Centurion.  
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 It isn’t about what men can do . . .  it’s about what God can do 
if we will trust Him. This story is not given to us so we can learn 
some fancy technique that will guarantee the answers to our 
prayers. The story is related so we can see what true faith looks 
like.  

What the centurion teaches us is this: Faith is what results when 
we focus not on our ability but His.  It’s when we let go of our 
worry, set aside our fear and instead unreservedly trust Him.  

That kind of faith may be rare but it doesn’t have to be. 

Prayer: 

Our Lord and our God, Your Son, our Lord, is our Saviour, our 
Shepherd, our Guardian, our Guide, our Friend.  

Lord, from this story we are reminded again of the power of faith.  

It’s exceedingly important that we, like every generation before us, 
know who it is that we're talking, to and sense something of Your 
compassion, and know something of Your power.  

Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

In Jesus' name.  

Amen. 


