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What Will You Do? Sunday, March 3, 2019, Matt 25:14-30 

This word “talent” is different from our present-day 
understanding. A talent was a measure of weight, and a talent was 
also used to indicate a very large sum of money. Its value varied 
depending on whether it was copper, silver, or gold.  

To put this into today’s economy; a talent of gold would be the 
equivalent of about $1.400, 000. This is a ton of money that is 
being plopped down and entrusted. 

And here's the word: “This is my money, faithful steward. Go out 
and earn a profit. Bring me a return on the endowment that I'm 
giving you.” This is an amount of money that a day labourer would 
never have seen in the course of many years of work, even if he 
saved every dime of it. He's boggled by the amount that's being 
given to him 

This parable has first reference to how we invest our money. It has 
a secondary application to how we use our God-given talents and 
supernatural abilities. 

That reminds me of two men who crashed their private plane on a 
South Pacific Island. 

One of the men brushed himself off and proceeded to run all over 
the island to see if they had any chance of survival. When he 
returned, he rushed up to the other man and yelled, “This island is 
uninhabited and there’s no food or water. We’re going to die!” 

The other man leaned back against the fuselage of the wrecked 
plane, folded his arms and responded, “No we’re not. I make over 
$100,000 a week.” The first man grabbed his friend and shook 
him. “Listen, we’re on a deserted island. We’re doomed!” 
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The other man, unruffled, again responded. “It’s OK, I make over 
$100,000 a week.” Mystified, the first man, taken aback with such 
an answer again repeated, “For the last time, I’m telling you that 
we’re lost. It doesn’t matter how much money you make because 
there’s no one around to help us.” Still unfazed, the first man 
looked the other guy in the eye and said, “Don’t make me say this 
again. I make over $100,000 per week and I tithe 10%! My pastor 
will find us!” 

Let me put you at ease this morning. I’m not going to preach about 
tithing, except to say that if you make that many shekels a week, 
I’ll track you down somehow. 

If you were to ask, "What’s the most famous parable that Jesus 
ever told?" I would answer that it’s the Parable of the Prodigal Son 

When parables are mentioned, we often think first of that parable 
where the Prodigal son went into the far country, squandered all 
his money in riotous living, came to himself, went home, and 
found his father waiting for him. 

Literature has called this "The world’s most perfect short story." It 
has been told and retold around the world because of its universal 
application. Almost every family knows of some such experience. 
So this is the most famous of all the parables that Jesus told. 

If you were to ask, "What is the most tender parable Jesus ever 
told?" I would say, "The Parable of the Lost Sheep." The 
shepherd went out looking for the sheep that had gone astray, 
looking through thickets, climbing jagged rocks, searching, until 
finally, he found the one that had gone astray. Then he brings it 
home, rejoicing. It’s a tender story. 
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Or if you were to ask, "What is the most comforting story for 
the helpless?" I would choose Lazarus and the Rich Man. Lazarus 
sat outside the gate, his clothing tattered and torn, his body 
wracked with disease and pain. Dogs came and licked his sores. 
The only food he had, came out of the garbage pails from the rich 
man’s table. 

Then he died and found himself in Abraham’s bosom. There all of 
his misery was over, and he saw an eternity free of pain and 
suffering. And we learn that the sufferings of this world are as 
nothing compared to the joy that will be ours for all eternity 

But if you were to ask, "What is the most practical parable 
Jesus ever told? What parable applies more to how we live our 
lives today, and how God acts and reacts to us, and how we act and 
react to Him?" I think it would have to be this parable that we find 
in Matthew 25. 

Let me condense it to just a few sentences. Jesus said that a master 
was getting ready to take a long journey. So he called in his 
servants and distributed his wealth among them. Then he left. And 
then he came back. And when he came back, he called for an 
accounting, and those who had invested wisely, he rewarded. And 
the one who did not invest is condemned. That’s the parable. 

As I said, it’s practical. It applies to our lives because it shows how 
God treats us, how He reacts to us, and how we oftentimes treat 
His blessings. 

Scene one opens with the master calling in his servants. He says to 
them, "I’m going to entrust you with my wealth." So he gives 5 
talents to one, 2 talents to another, and 1 talent to the third. 
"Talents, money, dollars," all are replacements for the same thing.  
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He distributed his wealth among them and said, "While I’m gone I 
want you to be stewards of this wealth."  

He’s the master. They’re the servants. He owns everything. 
They own nothing. They depend upon him. If he were not 
generous with them, they would not be able to live. Now he’s 
called them in and said, "I’ve been watching you. I’ve studied 
you. I’ve concluded that you are faithful stewards.” 

Now I don’t know how many he had. Maybe he had dozens of 
servants. But out of all of them he selected these three. He said, 
"I’m going away, and I entrust you with my wealth. You take care 
of it." That’s the end of Scene 1. 

We instantly draw some parallels, don’t we? We realize that this 
master represents God, who has everything. God, who is the giver 
of life; God, who gives us air to breathe, God, who gives us 
healthy bodies so that we can see and think and plan and make 
decisions. We are the servants.  

Every day we depend upon His blessings just in order to breathe or 
to see or to think. We are the servants, and God distributes His 
wealth among us. 

He’s always looking for faithful servants. When they’re faithful 
with those talents, He gives them more talents. He’s constantly 
studying our lives, looking for faithful servants. 

One of the alarming parts of the story is that He didn’t give the 
servants the same amount. He gave 5 to one and 2 to another and 1 
to another. Some will say that’s not fair. But then we realize that 
this master knows His servants. So He gives to each of them, verse 
15 says, "according to his ability." 
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If He’d given only 1 talent to the 5 talent man, it would not have 
been good use of his abilities. If He’d given 5 talents to the 1 talent 
man, the 1 talent man would never have been able to handle them. 
But because the master knew His servants, He gave each one what 
He knew that one could handle, and then He left 

That’s the way God works, isn’t it? God gives, and then He 
leaves us alone. He doesn’t coerce us. He doesn’t look over our 
shoulders. He gives, and then He leaves it in our hands. 

He open doors of opportunity. He gives us visions and dreams. 
He allows us to see just a little bit of what might be. But then He 
waits for us to use what He has given, and to see if we will be 
faithful with it. 

Scene 2. He comes back. When He came back, the 5 talent man 
came in and said, "Look, master. I’ve taken the 5 and invested 
them, and now I have 10." "Well done, good and faithful servant," 
He said. "You’ve been faithful over a few things. I’ll give you 
many." 

The 2 talent man came in and said, "Look, master. I’ve taken the 2 
talents you gave me and I invested them. Now I have 4." "Well 
done, good and faithful servant," He said. "Because you’ve been 
faithful over a few things, I’ll make you a ruler over many." 

Then the 1 talent man came in. He said, "Lord, I knew that you 
were a hard master and that you reap what you have not sown. So I 
wrapped up the talent and I buried it in the ground. Here it is. No 
scratches. No mildew. I’ve cleaned it up. It’s just exactly the way 
you gave it to me." 
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 The master called him a "wicked, lazy servant," and in vs. 30, a 
"worthless servant." And He threw him out into the darkness 
where there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

It’s a tough parable, isn’t it? It bothers us, because I think that 
more of us would identify with this 1 talent man than with the 5 
talent or 2 talent men.  The 1 talent man was just an ordinary 
person, a lot like us 

He did something that wasn’t all that smart. But he didn’t steal it or 
embezzle it. He just didn’t invest it. Then when the master came 
back, he presented it to Him just the way that he had received it. 

Now let’s concentrate on this 1 talent man for a few moments. 
Why did he do what he did? No. 1, I think he did what he did 
because he felt inferior. When you’re rubbing shoulders with 5 
talent people and 2 talent people, and you watch them rubbing 
shoulders with other 5 talent and 2 talent people, and then you look 
at yourself, it’s easy to begin to feel inferior.  

When you see people doing things with grace and ease, and you 
have to struggle just to function in the world, it’s easy to identify 
yourself as a 1 talent person. And most of us would probably put 
ourselves into that category. There was nothing really special 
about the 1 talent man. He didn’t stand out in the crowd. He was an 
average person, just like us. So he felt inferior. 

Secondly, Jesus tells us the man was afraid. He was afraid because 
he had analyzed the master as being a hard man. God has 
expectations, no question about that. But God is not hard. He’s 
gentle and understanding and forgiving and merciful. The man 
didn’t understand the master. Therefore he was afraid, and buried 
his talent in the yard. 
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Let me ask you some hypothetical questions. "What if the 5 talent 
man had buried his 5 talents in the back yard?" You know the 
answer. They would have all been taken away from him, and he 
would have been considered "wicked, lazy, worthless," just like the 
1 talent man. 

Or what if the 1 talent man had invested his 1 talent? You know 
the answer. When the master came back, he would have been 
given more talents. He would have been considered a faithful 
servant, too 

Let me ask another hypothetical question. "What if the 1 talent 
man had invested his talent and lost it?" That idea isn’t even 
suggested here. I’ve never found a place where God says, "If you 
try and fail, I’ll condemn you." God’s Word commands only 
faithfulness. "Be faithful" and God will provide the increase. 

I’m convinced that’s the way God works. You be faithful in 
investing the talents He’s given you, and He will entrust you with 
more. You bury them, and you’ll lose even that which you once 
had. 

You don’t lose talents by investing them. You lose talents by 
burying them. When you invest them for Him, God will always 
honour the investment. 

The principle never changes. All the way through Scripture Jesus 
is constantly challenging us to invest and reinvest again and again 
in the Kingdom. And He will always honour the investment.  

God’s principles are clear. Jesus said, "Work while it’s day. The 
night is coming when you won’t be able to work anymore. So let’s 
roll up our sleeves. Get busy, and don’t stop." 
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The message of the parable hasn’t changed. God is still the 
master. He’s still the giver of all good things. They are His. 
Without His generosity, we would have nothing. So He says, 
"Invest what I’ve given you and see what will happen." 

Everything that God has given us is an endowment. Everything. 
Every last thing. Our background, our experiences, our family, our 
church, our wealth, everything is God's gracious endowment in us, 
and it has one purpose. All of it is to get him honour.  

Our faithfulness, our diligence in seeking a return for His 
investment in us is the evidence of our love and loyalty to Him. 

The Lord honours those who have the faith to invest in His 
kingdom? 

If you’re here this morning and Jesus Christ is not your Saviour, 
then He waits to see what you will do with the little seeds of faith 
that have been planted in your life. 

The principles have never changed. They’re always the same. God 
waits to see what we will do with what He’s given us.  

May God grant that we recognize the endowment that has been 
given to us and by grace may we pursue to get Him glory from it?  

Let's pray. 

O Lord, help us as we read the Scriptures together and as we hear 
them preached. Give us the grace to understand and embrace, 
believe, receive, and rest upon Jesus Christ alone as He is offered 
to us in the Gospel.  
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Give us grace that we may live glad-heartedly and wholeheartedly 
for Him.  

For we ask it in Jesus’ name, Amen 


