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Victimized By Bigness - Mark 12:41-44 January 14 2018 

Intro: The world we live in today focuses its attention on the huge 
things in life, and is often blind to the significance of the little. 

We’re victimized by bigness. 

We’re impressed by those who have become billionaires and those 
who have become millionaires.  

We’re impressed with aircraft carriers that are really big ships, 
with a ship’s company of around 5000 and the capacity to produce 
electricity for a small city. 

We’re impressed with our factories and successful businesses and 
people with big houses and huge estates.  

We’re impressed with our large cities and all that they offer. 
We’ve ignored the fact that a bigger city doesn’t produce 
better people. It's easy as Christians to think that it's the big things 
that are important too in the spiritual life.  

It’s easy to think that big churches are more important than small 
churches for they have thousands in attendance and seem to have 
always something on the go seven days a week. 

We live in a world in which bigness is exalted – the humungous 
basketball players, the football stadium with as many as 100,000 
attending, 56,000 or more in attendance at a baseball game. 

We’re victimized by bigness.  

Now there’s nothing wrong with big events.  
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Many of them are used by God. They’re excellent things that feed 
in to our lives, but the small things are still important. Little things 
matter. 

When we look at creation we see that big things are invested with 
beauty and complexity and importance and so are small things.  

Jesus brings us down to earth by reminding us that little things 
are significant and vital. He taught his disciples that the cup of 
cold water given in His name will not go unrewarded.  

He told the story of the man who had 100 sheep, and that ninety-
nine were safe within the fold, but one was lost. This one was so 
important that the shepherd left the group within the fold to search 
for the sheep that was lost. 

Jesus also illustrated the value and importance of the little when he 
told the story of the woman who had ten coins. One coin was lost, 
but that coin was so important that she searched diligently until she 
found it. When she found the coin, she called on her neighbours to 
join her in rejoicing.  

Our world today is captivated by majestic greatness and the 
magnitude of things, but there’s such an important significance in 
the smallest imaginable thing in life. Littleness is usually 
overlooked by many in our world, but it must be absolutely 
emphasized in our spiritual experience. 

The world of science can call our attention to the significance 
of the little things in life. The nuclear physicist can show us a tiny 
piece of uranium the size of a golf ball  and tell us that there is 
enough power contained in that golf ball size uranium to destroy a 
large city. 
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Medical scientists can isolate a drop of blood and teach us that 
many armies are contained within that minute drop of blood. The 
red cells struggle viciously against the white cells. That same 
medical scientist can show us a drop of clear vaccine and tell us 
that one drop of that vaccine could mean the difference between 
life and death.  

In our text Jesus watched people as they placed their gifts into one 
of thirteen trumpet-shaped receptacles placed in the Temple to 
receive their offerings. Some made large financial gifts, visibly 
showing their pride in the magnitude of their gift.  

Can you picture the self-styled religious man drawing his robes 
close to his body as if to shut out all sin from his life, and giving 
such a gift? He probably tossed the largest coins that he had 
against the sides of the container, so those present might visualize 
the large amount of his gift by the clanging of metal upon metal. 

But then this destitute woman came forward and gave all that she 
had -- her entire living. 

In our language today, we would say that this widow gave less 
than a nickel. 

In the eyes of those who watched, her gift wasn't very impressive, 
but this gift was golden in the eyes of Jesus. 

How can this be? How can a penny be more than $100? How can 
the widow’s gift be the one that Jesus finds the most beautiful? It’s 
because the widow gave generously and with a pure heart. 

People might look at how much money rich people give. But God 
cares more about HOW we give than HOW MUCH we give. 
God knows what we’re thinking and feeling when we give. If 
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we’re giving to impress people, He knows it. If we’re giving 
because we love God and love others, He knows that too. 

1 Samuel 16:7. Man looks at how someone appears on the 
outside. But I look at what’s in the heart. So when the people 
were making their gifts in the temple that day, and Jesus was 
watching them, He saw more than the size of their gifts. He saw 
how generous and pure their hearts were as they put their money in 
the box. 

Jesus knew that the woman was not just a poor widow. She 
was truly needy. Those two coins were all she had, and when she 
put them in the box, there was nothing left. The widow’s offering 
demonstrated her deep love for God. And it showed that she 
trusted that God would provide food, clothing and everything else 
that she needed. Her gift was an amazing sacrifice. 

No one in the temple noticed this poor woman…But Jesus Saw 
Her! And He used her as an example to teach His disciples about 
what it means to give sacrificially. 

They gave a portion, and only a portion of what they had.  

They gave out of a sense of duty.  

She gave because she wanted to give. 

They gave to be seen of men.  

She gave because she loved the Lord. 

They gave to get glory to themselves.  

She gave to the glory of God!  

They gave out of their wealth.  
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She gave out of her poverty! 

The significance of the little is sometimes overlooked. 

It’s so easy to magnify the great things of the world and overlook 
what seems to be insignificant. 

But our world in which we live doesn't give much attention to little 
things. 

Someone else can perform the task. 

Someone else can bear the burden. 

Someone else can do what is necessary. 

Someone else can do what is required. 

The person who lives only for the great deeds in life will miss most 
of life's joy’ for most of life is not composed of great deeds, but is 
composed of multitudes of seemingly insignificant acts. 

We enjoy life by performing well in the little tasks of life. 

The significance of the little thing is sometimes misinterpreted. 

Some people look upon the little thing as unimportant. 

They live as though those little things contribute absolutely 
nothing to life or its enjoyment. They look down their nose at the 
trivial as below their station.  

Some would look at their vocation or to social approval or ability, 
and say, "The little thing in life is unimportant.  

What I am, and what I’ve achieved is what counts, but not the 
little things." 
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But we mustn’t become the victim of such deceptive thinking. 

The little things in life are indispensable. 

Life is composed of a multiplicity of parts, many of them 
extremely small, but they’re important to Jesus. 

Most of what we’re engaged in day be day is fairly small stuff. 
Most of our life is just work, meals, and time with family, time 
with friends, nothing earthshaking in that pattern. That is what the 
stuff of our life is made out of.  

And is that important to God? Is that important to the kingdom 
of God or is it only the big things that are going on? Yes – a 
thousand time yes! Jesus teaches us the value of little things.  

Our lives are filled with little things and it’s so easy to despise 
them. It’s so easy to overlook them. But Jesus didn't look down 
on the little things and neither should we, because there’s great 
power in the little things 

He recognizes the value of the little things of life, composed of 
little acts, little deeds, little thoughts, but each one important in its 
own way and in its own place 

He’s interested in the little things of life and we can take all our 
problems to Him. 

He made the wings of a butterfly and he created the eyes of the 
insect; and He made all of them beautiful. 

Jesus doesn't see anything as insignificant. 

He is aware of the sparrow's need. 
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He clothes the lilies of the fields. 

If only we could grasp that the little things are so important, then 
the lamentable things of life would be decreased. 

There are broken hearts, broken homes, and sobbing souls all over 
the world because some have failed to realize the significance of 
the little things in life. 

Listen again to the words of the text: "Calling his disciples to 
him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put 
more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out 
of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—
all she had to live on." (Mark 12:43-44) 

There are many examples in the Bible of how the Lord's people, 
with God's help achieved amazing results by using the "tiny" 
means at their disposal. 

Jochebed saved the life of her baby (Moses), using a small basket 
of woven reeds (Exodus. 2:3).  

Later Moses used a simple rod to part the waters of the Red Sea 
(Exodus. 14:16ff) which allowed the Israelites to cross over into 
Sinai, and saved them from Pharaoh and his pursuing army. 

When Israel was about to enter the Promised Land, spies were sent 
to survey the hostile territory. Rahab, a woman of faith, received 
the spies and hid them.  

She used a small cord to enable them to escape. (Joshua. 2:15) 

Samson used a jaw bone of a dead donkey as a weapon and saved 
his people from the Philistines. (Judges 15:14)  
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David slew the giant Goliath using a sling and small stones. 

5 barley loaves and 3 small fishes fed fed 5000 

When Paul's life was threatened by rebel Jews in Damascus, he 
escaped by a basket and was lowered down from an opening in the 
city wall. (Acts 9:25; 2 Cor. 11:33) 

Don't be discouraged when you don't see some miraculous 
occurrence every day because we’re just a small group of 
believers. God sees our faithfulness, not our ability. He will 
bless our labours for Him in whatever way big or small! 

Incredible power is in the small things that God does, the small 
things that God uses that ultimately have an impact beyond. God 
delights in the little things. God works in the little things. 

So lets not despise the little things. Conversations in the hall or in 
the kitchen, home visits, thank you cards, phone calls, casseroles 
and cakes, coffee, fixing a light switch, cutting somebody's grass. 
The little things. 

I see the little things at FBC all the time; the person on a snowy 
day busy cleaning snow off cars in the parking lot; the person 
shoveling snow off the driveway before a meeting; the person 
checking the voice mail; the person turning up the heat; the person 
bringing cookies or a meal to a shut in; the person setting up tables 
before a meeting; the person tidying the book shelves; the person 
picking up someone in their car; the person giving a word of 
encouragement; the person greeting on a Sunday morning etc.  

In God's hands the little things can have results that we never 
anticipated. Life becomes more meaningful when we acknowledge 
the significance of the little. Why! 
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For Little Is Much When God Is In It – take a listen!  

"Does the place you're called to labour  

Seem so small and little known? 

It’s great if God is in it,  

And He'll not forget His own. 

Chorus: Little is much when God is in it.  

Labour not for wealth or fame.  

There's a crown and you can win it,  

If you go in Jesus' name." 

Let's pray: Lord help us to be very attentive to the little things in 
life. Help us to be careful not to despise them or to view them all 
as hassles but to embrace them fully as blessings in our lives.  

Amen 

 


