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Workers Together with God - 1 Corinthians 3:5-11   
 
Intro: 

Our text this morning is very powerful and profound. Powerful 
in that it speaks to the past, the present and the future, it speaks of 
an amazing partnership –being workers together with God!  

E.G. The repairman had spent about 2 hours working on our 
broken dishwasher, while I had stood by, asking questions and 
handing him tools. When I told my wife we finally fixed it, she 
smiled and said, “What do you mean We? 

Our text from 1st Corinthians 3 verse 9, says “We are God’s 
fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.” The word 
“we” is a wonderful promise. It tells us you and I can link our 
human lives with Almighty God and His eternal purpose, and 
boldly declare, “We are workers together with God.”  We are 
dependent on God and He gives the increase. 

Furthermore, we are in partnership with each other - verse 6. “I 
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.” 
What an insight to any who think they are indispensable that we 
are also dependent on each other. 

Our lives are intertwined by a maze of human influences, outside 
ourselves and beyond ourselves. We are always dependent on 
one another. Even as we gather here for worship there is a co - 
operative experience. Each one of us brings a spirit into this service 
that spills over to others beside you on the pew. This generates a 
sense, as Jacob said in Bethel that “Surely God is in this place.” 

But the amazing implication of this text is that God needs us to 
plant and water, whatever spiritual harvest comes from a joint 
effort. He needs not only our faith and worship, but also our active 
labour and support. 
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God can never make a great church out of a body of believers 
without the active covenant, committment and willing sacrifice 
of the members of that church. Yours indeed is a privileged 
partnership that in the fellowship of this church, planted so many 
years ago, you are fellow workers with God. 

“We are workers together,” says Paul. Together is a great word 

It means being able to work with others, and get along with them, 
to help them and let them help you - sounds easy doesn’t it!  

But you know folks, it took years for me to learn this lesson the 
hard way, that ploughing ahead on your own, caring less what other 
people think, is a sure fired recipe for divisiveness and failure.  

Perhaps more people fail, not because of incompetence, or because 
they are lazy, but because they have not learned to work with other 
people.  

Likewise in a church, a pastor could be an exceptional 
communicator of truth, with outstanding oratory. He may be a 
wonderful creative thinker and have the very best theological 
training, yet if he can’t work with other people, ordinary folks like 
you and I, his ministry is heading for disaster. 

The most gifted lay person in the church, loaded with talent, ability 
and enthusiasm, can create havoc if he or she doesn’t know how to 
get along with other people, especially when they bull ahead and 
make decisions without consulting fellow workers. Beware of 
electing secret service agents who only want to work under 
cover alone. The Scripture here is clear cut - We are to be 
Workers Together, each with the other in the fellowship of the 
church. As I’ve often said – it’s level ground etc. 

Verse 9: “For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s 
field, God’s building.” Acts 2:44 says that “all that believed 
were together.” Pentecost was possible when they were all 
together, at one time, in one place, with one spirit, for one purpose. 
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No more devastating judgement can be levelled against any church 
than to say, “they are so divided.” The hallmark of a great church 
is, “They are together.” 

Together is the call for us to submerge our individual egos, our 
wills and our lives into a larger unity of the fellowship of the 
gospel with other Christians in this church, in our denomination 
and in our world.  We are workers together.  

The early disciples were. Acts chapter 2 is an astonishing 
testimony as to how just how “together”; they really were, for in 
verse 42 we read;  

(1) They grew together. "they continued steadfastly.” They 
were young in the family of God, and together they "continued" 
to grow spiritually- 2 Peter 3:18.  
 

(2) They fed upon the Word together, Verse 42 says, "they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine." They had no 
New Testament so they depended upon the teaching the apostles 
gave. They had a hunger for sound Scripture teaching and 
preaching. Let this always be the identifying mark of our 
fellowship, now and in the future 
 

(3) They spent much time together.  Verse 42 says, "they continued -
- in fellowship.  
 

(4) They remembered the Lord's Death together.  Verse 42 tells us that 
they remembered Jesus "in breaking of bread". This was the 
very heart of their united worship, and it should be the heart 
and hub of ours.   
 

(5) They prayed together.  Verse 42 tells us that "they continued, in 
prayers". How the church today has drifted away from this early 
pattern - on the emphasis which is clearly given on the power and 
privilege and possibilities of prayer!  
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(6) They shared together.  They had a giving spirit of generosity that 

was very apparent. What a pattern for today!-look up Acts 20:35. 
“Jesus, said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
 
(7)  They rejoiced together. They were happy Christians! 
44 “All the believers were together and had everything in 
common.  47 They praised God and enjoyed the favour of all the 
people.” Makes you think doesn’t it? How do people see us? 

E.G. - Group of Pre Schoolers - Rope etc. or holding hands. When 
they stay together, even though they are so little, they can make it 
through the busiest crowds for they are not distracted by 
obstructions or obstacles for they are together. So also in the 
church! If you want our church to go where God is leading, be 
sure to bind ourselves together under His leadership.  

As we thrust up our hand toward heaven, Almighty God 
reaches down to clasp it and says, “We are workers together.” 

E.G. - With great pride a man showed all his friends a lovely 
inscribed gold watch and said, “This is for 50 years of service 
with the company.” With the same sense of identity and pride, we 
can declare our association with the kingdom of God and the 
Father who has called us to work for Him. 

E.G. - The farmer puts his hand to the wheel of the tractor to 
plough the cornfield and says, “God, you and I are workers 
together.” You give the sunshine and the rain, I give the sweat and 
the toil to plant and harvest.” 

E.G. - The doctor spanks breath into the new baby and says, “God, 
you and I are workers together.” You give the life and I help 
keep it healthy and well. 

E.G. - A Sunday School teacher opens the Bible with a group of 
teenagers and says, “God, you and I are workers together.” You 
give us the Word and now I am trying to teach it to these young 



 5 
lives. Together we‘ll try to help each of them find a vital personal 
faith in Christ and Christian maturity. 

We are workers together with God, let us covenant together to 
go to work. Our mission is still the commission of Acts 1:8 and 
Mark 16:15.  Jesus said unto them, “Go you into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature. Be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 

This mission starts at our own doorstep - our Jerusalem - right 
here in Petrolia. I believe the providence of God has placed us 
here in this congregation at this juncture in space and time - to 
carry out His mission in your world where you are.  

It is not by accident, but by the providence of God that this 
church is located right here on this spot. It is not by accident, 
but by the providence of God, you are here today as members 
and friends of this church. 

What a great thing the providence of God is! Mordecai the Jew 
realized what it was when he said to Esther in Esther 4:14, “For if 
you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the 
Jews will arise from another place. And who knows but that 
you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”   
Broaden. 

Joseph, in Egypt, said to his brothers who had sold him into 
slavery, ‘‘So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God.”         
Broaden 

Likewise in the providence of God, He has put us here together, in 
this church, that he might use us in this partnership in mission. 
Working just where we are is very important, and we 
shouldn’t be attracted to far off mission fields if we do little at 
home.  
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E.G. - Years ago, a young woman told everyone she was called to 
be a missionary to Africa. Years later, she was still waiting for 
God to open the doors to college and seminary, so she could go 
to Africa to work. But when she was asked by her Pastor to help 
in a downtown Mission Bible School in a black church in her 
community, she refused.  She was not interested!  

What a tragedy! I believe no Christian leader who’s a failure 
at home will be a success on the mission field. I believe no 
believer who’s a failure at home should go to the mission field. 
The cause of Christ is hindered by those who enter the ministry 
only as a last resort for a job, rather than a definite call to 
service. The church shouldn’t be an easy job find for those who 
flopped at other vocations.  

If ever there was a need in the Christian church today, perhaps this 
is the greatest, men and women who are at the Lord’s disposal, 
willing to move at His command, to give of their time, talents 
and income.  
 
The finances of this church sets forth the ministries that we have 
covenanted together to carry out for the glory of God this year. 

1. The ministry of preaching the Good News to this community 
in the name of Christ. 

2. The ministry of Bible Teaching, and Worship Services. 
3. The ministry of Music. 
4. The ministry of Visitation to the Sick and Shut ins. 
5. The ministry to Seniors. 
6. The ministry to Young People. 
7. The outreach of Missionary Support. 
8. The ministry of Prayer. 
 
All these ministries focus on one ultimate objective, the 
message of the Gospel, the Good News in Jesus Christ 

This is why your forefathers founded this congregation so 
many years ago. 
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- That this church would always be a welcoming place for saint 
and sinner alike. 

- That this church would always be a place where the 
scriptures are read, and in their reading the voice of Jesus is 
heard. 

 - That this church would always be a place where you are 
confronted by the challenge and promise of the Gospel, and 
your relationship with God. 

- That this church would always be a place where the message 
is unashamedly evangelistic.  Where you proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, and urge everyone to repent of their sins, believe on 
Christ, and make a personal committment of their lives to Him.  
 
- A place where you preach a message of reconciliation. 

To declare that "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself, and has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
2 Corinthians 5:19. 
 
- A place where you declare to the broken life separated from God, 
"Be reconciled to God” 
 
- A place where you reach out to the broken home, to husbands 
and wives and children who are estranged and separated from each 
other and from God, and say, "Be  reconciled to God " 
 
- A place where to a society, broken with hate, greed, immorality 
and war, you declare that Christ is the answer, "Be reconciled to 
God” 
 
- A place where you say to the wife beaters, the gamblers, the 
alcoholics, the child abusers, the drug addicts and the thief, "Be 
reconciled to God" 
 
Every activity, every meeting, every message, every function, 
every programme of the church comes to focus on this ultimate 
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declaration that Christ came to seek and to save that which 
was lost. 
 
E.G: On December 22, 1899, the evangelist D.L. Moody, lay 
dying. His first job had been as a shoe clerk in Boston. He gathered 
18 ragged boys of the street to organize a Sunday School class. In 
two years the class had grown to 1500. In his lifetime, Moody 
moved two continents for God. As he died, he left this epitaph 
written on the flyleaf of his Bible. "If God be your partner, make 
your plans big."  
 
Close: My fervent prayer for our congregation is found in 
Philippians 1:27. “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, that whether I come 
and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that 
you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for 
the faith of the gospel.” 
 
Our church here could not function without the many people who 
serve in so many ways every week. Those who teach Sunday 
School, those who play the music, those who lead children’s 
Church, those who take up the offering, those who serve as 
greeters.  
 
There are those who keep the building in shape, those who set up 
and take down tables and prepare meals, those who run the audio 
video and those who do secretarial work. There are those who 
faithfully send out notes of encouragement. And there are those 
who uphold the work in fervent prayer. One body - striving 
together for the faith of the gospel. 
 
Most of those who visit us here at Petrolia probably come because 
someone invited them. Most of the people who make a 
commitment to Christ do so not because of the persuasion or 
the oratory or eloquence of a preacher, but because of the 
influence of a friend, co-worker, or family member who shared 
the truth of the Gospel in a simple way. 
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If we will serve faithfully right where we are, the Kingdom of God 
will be advanced. 
 
So here’s the challenge to you today: Observe the mission field 
that God has given to you. Ask yourself, “How can I serve God 
in my present position?” Is there more I can do? Don’t limit 
yourself to big things; look also for little ways where you can show 
faithfulness.  
 
Invite someone to our church services and look for ways you 
can plant a seed of grace. Look for ways you can honour the 
Lord. And once you have identified what you can do: Take a step 
of faith, trust His wisdom and grace, and then get to work. 

For; "If God be our partner, let’s make our plans big."  
 
You are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s 
building.” 

Let’s Pray: 


