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How God Uses the Unexpected – 2 Kings 5: 1-14  
 
FBC Petrolia July 2 2017 
 
Little girl whose story is told in the opening verses of 2 Kings 5, 1-
14, lived in hard cruel days of inter tribal warfare. She had been 
captured, uprooted from her home, separated from her loved ones, 
and carried away into the home land of the conquering general 
Naaman. 
 
She could never forget the day when the calm of her little village 
was shattered by the cry, “the Syrians are coming,” and suddenly 
the village was plunged into panic and fear. One can only visualize 
the scene of awful carnage that day - women and children 
screaming, swords clashing, men fighting, then just as suddenly as 
it started, it’s all over. 
 
Women are weeping everywhere over their dead husbands, friends 
and loved ones, while the victorious Syrian soldiers spoil the camp, 
then leave, taking with them a number of young girls as slaves. 
 
The little girl in our story was one of them, no doubt utterly 
confused and terrified, yet the Biblical record is that in spite of her 
situation, she is still trusting in God. 
 
She is an un-named insignificant girl, alone and friendless in a 
foreign land, yet, here she is, mentioned in God’s word, for it was 
through her testimony that God brought Naaman to the place of 
healing and salvation. Through the simple witness of this little 
Jewish slave girl God worked out His will. 
 
I’m sure there are some here this morning who also know what it 
means to appear to have everything going for them, when bang - 
all of a sudden, the sunshine turns to tempest. 
 
For E.G. From well paid job to lay off. 
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Plans for future don’t work out as finances planned for retirement 
take a hit.  

A precious loved one is taken. 

Tests for illness are not positive. 
 
Family is split up 

People you look up to betray you 

Like the little girl we have no guarantee that we will not suffer 
crisis’s or reversals or opposition in our lives just because we’re 
Christians. Perhaps even now you may be going through 
circumstances that have you crying out, “Why me Lord?”. 
 
From our text, a number of spiritual truths appear, truths that are 
very applicable for today, the first being that; 
 
God Delights to Choose and Use the Most Unlikely and 
Unexpected People 
 
Here we see how the Lord always has His messengers. God’s 
messenger was a little captive slave girl. In fact, by His divine 
providence, God worked through the actions of the Syrian army to 
bring this little slave girl into Naaman’s home as a maid, and be 
used as an instrument to show His power. 
 
But what kind of messenger does God use? Here was a small 
girl, nameless, humble, obedient, insignificant to men, living under 
dire conditions, a girl using the problems of life as opportunities to 
witness for God. 
 
Though small, weak, this little girl knew the omnipotent and 
sovereign Lord of the universe with whom there was healing. She 
was willing to point others to the God of Israel, who she believed 
could cure Naaman’s disease. 
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From a human standpoint, this little girl would not even have been 
on our list of choices for the monumental task of reaching the 
Syrian army’s commander in chief. A little slave girl! What could 
she possibly achieve? She was a mere nobody, yet God used her. 

This is a very important principle that is stated over and over again 
in the Bible, and one that we need to remind ourselves of that God 
often uses the unexpected. 

For E.G. God used the unexpected in Exodus 4:2. - A Rod.  
Then the LORD said to him, ‘‘What is that in your hand?” ‘‘A 
staff,” he replied. 
 
God used the unexpected in Judges 15:15 - A Jawbone. 
“Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, Samson grabbed it and 
struck down a thousand men” 
 
God used the unexpected in 1 Samuel 17:40 - Stones. “Then 
David  the shepherd boy, took his staff in his hand, chose five 
smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his 
shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the 
Philistine.” 
 
God used the unexpected in John 6:9 - Loaves. 9 “There is a lad 
here, which has five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what 
are they among so many?” 
 
God used the unexpected in 1 Kings 18:44 – Cloud. “The 
seventh time the servant reported, ‘‘a cloud as small as a man’s 
hand is rising from the sea.” So Elijah said, ‘‘Go and tell Ahab, 
‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.” 
Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy 
rain came on and Ahab rode off to Jezreel.” 
 
Paul sums this up in 1 Corinthians 1:26 - 29. “26 Brothers, think of 
what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise 
by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of 
noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to 
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shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame 
the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the 
despised things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things 
that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him.” 
 
2 Corinthians 4:7 7 “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to 
show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 
 
I’m sure at times that you have heard some people say, “But I’m 
only an insignificant person,” but so were the apostles, so have 
been all of the men and women whom God has taken up and used. 
 
The Lord doesn’t just rely on Doctors of Divinity or schools of 
theology. Most often His servants are of the common, every 
day sort of people. The apostles were simple fishermen rather 
than highly educated men, but when the Lord laid hold of them, 
and began His work of grace through them, what a change took 
place! That was a most offensive aspect to the scribes, Pharisees, 
and chief priests. Those men were merely fishermen; they were tax 
collectors and sinners, and they were the ones the Lord chose to be 
the apostles. 
 
Ordinary men became extraordinary, and so powerful was the 
impact of their ministry that is recorded in Acts 4:13, “13 When 
they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were 
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note 
that these men had been with Jesus.” 
 
Acts 17:6: “These that have turned the world upside down are 
come hither.” 
 
It sadness me when I hear men and women and young people in 
our churches say, “I’m too insignificant for God to use Me.” “I 
couldn’t take that office or responsibility, or part in a service, or 
visit some sick one or shut in who needs comfort.” 
 
God can use each one of us no matter what our social standing 
or education. 
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All of us over the years have met folks who in the eyes of the 
world never attained greatness - ordinary people always willing to 
go that extra mile, or to work away without complaining in the 
background. They are the back bones of a church, often 
receiving little recognition. They never made headlines in the 
newspaper, or ran for political office. But my, what an impact their 
lives had on all who met them. Their sincerity and zeal in the 
Lord’s service touched many lives. 
 
But let me tell you such people are big in God’s eyes, and like the 
little girl in our story today are unlikely and unexpected 
instruments whom God used. 
 
But God not only uses the unlikely and the unexpected, He also, 

Frequently, If not Always, Begins His Great Work Very 
Quietly and Almost Unnoticeably In Our Lives. 
 
Imagine if each one of us here today was commissioned by the 
Lord to win a very important person to Christ like Naaman. How 
would we go about it? 
 
Maybe we’d forward some Gospel literature and hope will read it. 
 
Invite person to an evening of Gospel music. 
 
Perhaps invite to listen to a TV or radio broadcast. 
 
Or an evangelistic event. 
 
Read one of Gospels or attend a church service, or - 
 
Compare the simplicity of God’s method of working in our story. 2 
Kings 5:3 tells us, "And she said unto her mistress, would God my 
lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover 
him of his leprosy." She directs Naaman's attention to the prophet 
of Israel. God didn’t send a prophet to preach or give signs from 
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heaven. What he used was the quiet words of testimony from a 
little girl who trusted in Him. 
 
“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,” says the Psalmist. 
 
Speaking a word in season means to speak when it is the right 
time, and the right place for your message. 
 
E.G. Just like yesterday, I can recall one my best friends coming 
out of his house on a Sunday afternoon to tell me of his 
conversion. What a shock this was to me! And what a change I 
saw in his life! God not only cleaned this man’s heart, but also his 
mouth. I was flabbergasted. 
 
Thus God began His work of conviction in my heart though my 
friend’s testimony, and a short time later in a little Baptist church 
in Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland, God brought me to saving faith. 
 
What I am trying to say to you is that God could be working 
through you right now to win someone without you as yet even 
knowing it. That little word you gave them recently or some 
time ago could be ready to bear fruit. 
 
Who can say what a person witnessed to can turn into for God. 
Broaden! 
 
E.G. Story of poor mother and large family! Taught them 
Scripture though very poor. Billy the black sheep left home, 
roamed the streets, a drunkard and a thief. He joined a gang of 
robbers and was for years, far away from God. Yet God sent a 
man to witness to him even though his family, except his mother, 
had turned their back on him. One morning, just as the sun was 
rising, he was outside while his armed gang slept inside, a 
Scripture verse flashed into his head that he had heard years 
before, “the fool has said in his heart there is no God.” Psalm 
14:1. 
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Right there and then that hard case bowed his head and gave 
his life to Christ. But that was not the end of the story for he had 
still to tell his gang members. But that unlearned, unschooled 
man would later become one of Ireland’s greatest evangelists. 
 
We can very easily fall into the trap that God works only in the 
big things, the crowd and the spectacular, but many of God’s 
biggest works are accomplished among the two’s and the three’s. 
He deals with us all as individuals, and he is just as real in the 
small congregation as He is in the crowded arena. 
 
Who could have expected the mighty general Naaman to listen to 
the words of one of his servant girls, yet she was the instrument He 
choose to use, and His purpose for Naaman was began quietly and 
almost unnoticed. 
 
God often performs His Purposes through what we are apt to 
look upon as the upsets of life. 
 
It was a huge upset for this little girl when she was captured and 
carried away captive into a heathen land, but what a glorious 
purpose God had in it all. So it is also with us. 
 
We can’t by any means always trace God’s providential working, 
but what we can be sure about is this. If we are His children, 
seeking to love and serve Him, all that he allows to happen in 
our lives is for a purpose. 
 
12 “Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to 
me has really served to advance the gospel.” 
 
I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been 
flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 
24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 
25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three 
times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea. 
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26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from 
rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own 
countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in 
danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false 
brothers. 27 I have laboured and toiled and have often gone 
without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone 
without food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything 
else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.” 
 
He recognized that somehow God had caused his sufferings and 
trials to become channels of His blessing to others. 
 
Perhaps some of you here today are passing through unusual 
circumstances or difficulties, events and reversals in your life that 
may have deeply shaken you and your family. So much so, that 
you may have even questioned if God had deserted you. 
 
However, this is the time to renew your faith, not cast it away, and 
to hold fast the promise of Romans 8:28. “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to His purpose.” 
 
E.G. Luther Bridgers was a great evangelistic singer. One day 
while at a crusade, word came that his wife and 2 children had lost 
their lives in a fire. He was completely crushed by the news, and in 
a state of shock ran out into the night, his world in ruins. Coming 
to a river he thought - why not end it all right now? I’ve nothing to 
live for. 
 
But dropping to his knees he poured out his heart to God and asked 
for strength to deal with the tragedy. His recovery was long and 
difficult. His hurt was deep. Eventually, he remarried and raised 
a second family. As he thought on how God had seen him through 
such a trying experience, he wrote the words to a hymn that has 
been a blessing to Christians around the world. 

Though sometimes He leads through waters deep, 
Trials fall across my way. 
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Though sometimes the path seems rough and steep, 
See His footprints all the way.”  
“Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Sweetest Name I know. 

 
It’s no great feat to believe in the sun when it’s shining in a 
cloudless sky, or to believe in love when we’re surrounded by 
those who hold us dear. But take this away and then what? Faith 
is believing against apparent evidence to the contrary. It’s 
taking God’s Word against the evidence of our senses. 
 
God knows our cares and our burdens. He can lift up the fallen 
and renew their faith. He can use our upsets to enrich us spiritually 
and the lives of others, just as he used the little girl in our story. 
 
In Summary: 
 
God often performs His purposes through what we call the 
upsets of life. 
 
God often begins His great work quietly and unnoticed. 
 
God delights to choose and use the most unlikely and 
unexpected persons. 
 
This little girl had an amazing courage in testimony. 
 
Let’s pray for God to fill us with such a holy boldness.  

May we leave today with all these qualities filling our hearts.  

Let’s Pray:  

Hymn: My Redeemer 

 


