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"I Can See Clearly Now" - Mark 8:22 - 25 Petrolia – June 
25/17 
 
They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and 
begged Jesus to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and 
led him outside the village. When he had spit on the man’s eyes 
and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?” 
 
24 He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees 
walking around.” 25 Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s 
eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he 
saw everything clearly. 
 
Intro: I love hearing how people come to Christ, don’t you? 
Last Sunday one of our deacons shared with me his testimony and 
his experience turned my heart to this message  
 
Here’s the main point of our passage today: The message of the 
gospel always remains the same doesn’t it, but God uses different 
methods to reach different people. 
 
Let’s try a little experiment. Can you shout out in one sentence 
what method God used to save you? I’ll start. God used the 
changed life of a friend to start me on the journey to saving 
faith.  
 
Did you notice how God uses a variety of ways to reach a 
variety of people? That means that we shouldn’t make the way he 
opened our eyes normative for everyone else. To repeat, the 
message of the gospel remains the same, but God uses different 
methods to reach different people. 
 
I’m told Charles Spurgeon preached on this passage at least three 
different times in his ministry. “Had our Lord cast all His 
miracles in one mold, men would have thought more of it than 
the divine power by which the miracle was accomplished.” 
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For example, Jesus healed a number of blind individuals and used 
diverse methods. 
 
• In Matthew 9, two blind men regained their sight when Jesus 
simply touched their eyes. 
 
• In Matthew 12, we read that Jesus healed a blind and mute man 
but we’re not told how. 
 
• In Mark 10, a blind man named Bart could see after Jesus simply 
spoke a word. 
 
• In John 9:25, a man who was born blind was healed after Jesus 
spat on the ground to make some mud, and then this mud was put 
on his eyes. He still couldn’t see until he went and washed in 
the pool of Siloam. This man gave a one-sentence summary of his 
transformation when he declared: “One thing I know, once I was 
blind, but now I can see.” More  on this later! 
 
Again, the message of the gospel always remains the same but 
God uses different methods to reach different people. We’ll see 
this in our passage today. This mystifying miracle is found only in 
the Gospel of Mark, and it’s the only healing that takes place 
gradually as Jesus uses a two-step process to open the eyes of a 
blind man. 
 
Turn to Mark 8:22-26 and listen to God’s Word: “And they came 
to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and 
begged him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand 
and led him out of the village, and when he had spat on his eyes 
and laid his hands on him, he asked him, ‘Do you see anything?’  

And he looked up and said, ‘I see people, but they look like trees, 
walking.’ Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he 
opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything 
clearly.’” 
 
I see three truths that we can lock into from this passage. 
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• Minister to those in suffering 

• Watch the Master show mercy 
 
• Be motivated to live on mission 
 
1. Minister to those in suffering. Check out verse 22: “And they 
came to Bethsaida.” This is a village on the northeast shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, near the mouth of the upper Jordan River. It’s 
where Philip, Peter and Andrew grew up. Some friends of a 
blind man find out Jesus has arrived so they do two things that we 
as believers are called to do as well. What would that be do you 
think? 
 
• Bring people to Jesus! Look at the next phrase, “And some 
people brought to him a blind man…” The word “brought” 
has the idea of carrying, so you know it took them some effort. 
This is similar to what the four friends did for their paralyzed 
buddy when they tore a roof apart to lower him to the Lord in 
Mark 2:3 
 
• Beg Jesus to touch them. After bringing this man to Jesus, they 
“begged him to touch him.” To “beg” means to “to invite; to 
come to the side of.” Now that their friend is in proximity to Jesus 
they start praying and pleading for Him to touch him. 
 
Years ago if a person was unfortunate to have cataracts grow on 
their eyes they were doomed to blindness. Fortunately today 
cataract surgery is readily available and frequently performed to 
prevent blindness. Eye implant operations are being performed in 
greater number to help those with vision problems to see again.  
 
One of the credentials of Jesus the Messiah would be the healing of 
the blind and thus restoring sight. Listen to Isaiah 42:1-7  
 
 I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, as a 
light to the Gentiles, 7 To open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners 
from the prison, those who sit in darkness from the prison house. 
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Jesus was bringing to fulfillment the prophecy of Isaiah as He 
brought healing to the blind.  
 
Recall John the Baptist who sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus if 
He was the "Coming One."  
 
Matthew 11:4-5 Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell 
John the things which you hear and see: 5 "The blind receive their 
sight and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; 
the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to 
them. 
 
The New Testament records at least 7 healings of the blind, by 
Jesus. It is interesting to watch His actions in healing them.  
 
1. Matthew 9:27-30.... 2 blind men are healed as Jesus touches 
their eyes.  
 
2. Matthew 12:22...... A blind and deaf man is healed.  
 
3. Mark 10:52......... Blind Bartimaeus is healed  
 
4. John 9:6........... Jesus uses saliva and mud to heal.  
 
Here in our text today, this man is touched not once, not twice, 
but three times by Jesus, to bring about a gradual healing rather 
than instantaneous. Touched three times – how? 
 
1. Took him by the hand (vs.23).... Touch of Encouragement. 
2. Put His hands on him (vs.23).... Touch of Enlightenment. 

3. Hands on his eyes (vs.25).... Touch of Enablement.  

1. Touch of Encouragement.... 8:22-23a 
 
The Scriptures tell us that "they", perhaps this man's friends or 
family, brought him to Jesus. It’s the concept of being a 
"Stretcher Bearer." These people had enough faith and action to 
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know that if they could get him to Jesus he could be healed. The 
Scriptures say they "begged” meaning a (strong desire) for Jesus 
to touch this man.  
 
Here’s a question for you. Do we believe Jesus can still heal 
and change the lives of people today?  
 
After the request to touch the blind man, Jesus touches him with a 
touch of encouragement. "He took the man by the hand and led 
him outside the town." 
 
Why.... when Jesus usually healed on the spot, would he take 
this man out of the town of Bethsaida?  
 
Matthew 11:20-21. Then He began to upbraid the cities in which 
most of His mighty works had been done, because they did not 
repent: 21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if 
the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes. 
 
The city of Bethsaida had become too hardened to be touched 
by Jesus. Sad isn’t it, but the fact remains true today. Many in and 
out of the kingdom have hardened hearts toward the true touch of 
Jesus. Yet our Lord longs to be working among us to touch them.  
 
Ah but this man, thanks to his friends, would be the recipient of a 
touch of encouragement, for Jesus took him by the hand to lead 
him-  a tender and loving touch. 
 
Our church, town, families, friends, strangers ... all need a 
touch from us in the most personal way we can touch them. 
Jesus shows us how.  

He showed personal INTEREST in the man. I'm sure this blind 
man was lonely and very discouraged, having to live in darkness. 
And now all attention, for the moment, was being given to him.  
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Does our community know that we are interested in them? 
People really need to know that God loves them and they are 
looking for that love through you and I. Jesus took the time to 
touch!  
 
B. Patient Touch ... No Hurry Up! 
 
Hope was born as Jesus took time for this blind man. It reminds me 
how impatient I can be! We live in a very impatient generation 
don’t we? We wait at the traffic light or stop sign and yell hurry 
up!" And sometimes with people our patience wears thin! See 
how Jesus was patient to bring encouragement to this man. 
 
C. Powerful Touch 
 
I believe as Jesus took the man by the hand, the man knew that this 
was no ordinary touch, but a touch of power ... a touch that that 
could bring healing.  
 
Jesus' touch was a touch of encouragement – secondly it was a; 

2. Touch of Enlightenment.... 8:23b-24 

It’s interesting that Jesus spat on the man's eyes and then placed 
His hands on them. He didn’t need the spit to heal, but the man 
did. The man needed to feel that something was being done to him. 
It is one of the strangest and most remarkable miracles of Jesus. It 
is the only one he ever performed in two stages, the only one 
recorded which involved a process instead of immediate healing.  
 
It captures our attention because He spat on the eyes of this man. 
This may seem unhygienic to some of us, but in three of our Lord's 
miracles he employed spit in this way. 
 
This man needed to be touched physically to be healed from 
physical blindness ... but also for spiritual healing. Our ailments 
have the tendency at times to harden us. Jesus was healing inside 
and out.  
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This second touch, as Jesus asked if he could see, enlightened the 
man to a world of vision. The man saw men as trees walking 
around. He could see, but not clearly.  
 
We too can be like this man. We don’t always see clearly.  
 
Blind Helen Keller is reported to have said; "It's a terrible thing 
not to be able to see. But it’s even more terrible to be able to 
see, but not have vision." I fervently believe when we come to 
Jesus to be touched, we begin to see people and issues clearer than 
ever before. The touch of Jesus is enlightening. It’s encouraging; 
 
3. Touch of Enablement.... 8:25 
 
Seeing men as trees is never good enough! Jesus touches the man 
for a third time. He touched him three times to bring about 
enablement. This touch enabled him to clearly see his world, his 
friends and his family! What a joy that must have been! 
 
Not only was the man enabled to see, but he was enabled to walk 
around, and live life without the constant need of help from others. 
(vs.26)  
 
E.G....In the story of Little Red Riding Hood, what was one of the 
things the big bad wolf said to her at granny’s cottage? What big 
eyes you have ... all the better to see you with my dear.  
 
Today we need those big eyes ... the better to see people as 
people and issues as issues. The world sees nothing wrong with 
many of the vices that surround us, but Christians do! More than 
ever we need Jesus’s touch of enablement to see clearly.  
 
2 Kings 6:15-17. when the servant of the man of God arose early 
and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses 
and chariots. And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! What 
shall we do?" 16 So he answered, "Don’t be afraid, for those who 
are with us are more than those who are with them."  



 8 

17 And Elisha prayed, and said, "LORD, I pray, open his eyes 
that he may see." Then the LORD opened the eyes of the young 
man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire all around Elisha. 
 
Christian ministry is hobbled when we fail to see clearly. How! 
It happens when as individuals and the church of God can only see 
the world’s opposition, rather than the work of God going on. But 
my brothers and sisters, take heart, our God is still at work in the 
world today, and is still in the business of changing lives!  
 
The touch of enablement from Jesus allows us to see ... clearly 
... consistently ... continually.  
 
Conclusion: It’s a risk to seek a touch from Jesus that will 
encourage, enlighten and enable us. Why? Because it changes us! 
This man, whom Jesus healed, was never the same again!  
 
He came to Jesus with the help of others. Is there someone we 
can help to bring into the presence of Jesus, to come and be 
touched by Him.  

Invitation......   

Let’s Pray: Our Father, we ask that you will open our eyes as you 
opened the eyes of many, not only to see our Lord Jesus as King 
among men, ruler of the events of history, director of all the affairs 
of life, "master of ocean and earth and sky", calmer of the storms 
and healer of the hurts of life; but also that you will help us begin 
to understand that he himself is in the hurts, in the 
disappointments, in the disasters, that he is leading us on, setting us 
free from that which is shackling us -- all our "self-sufficiency" 
and "self-reliance", all our desire to be exalted, to be made much of 
-- that he is freeing us from this, and opening our eyes that we 
might see him as he is.  

We pray that you will continue to do this, in his name, Amen. 


