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Treasures New and Old - Matthew 13:31-52   

Today as we celebrate our 145th Anniversary, we pause to reflect 
how you have stood side by side as a congregation over the years. 
Through your joys, through your struggles, though your victories, 
and through your defeats. You have wept, and you have laughed. 
You have mourned and you have rejoiced. 

With thankfulness we remember the faithful men and women who 
have worked and worshipped here. If walls could talk, what stories 
they could tell us. 

About pastors and members who served here. 

Happy stories – Sad Stories 

Marriages and Births– Deaths 

Of Triumphs – Delays 

Of Difficulties – of Fulfillment 

Of families and friends who grew up here. Of children born here, 
you have been justly proud of. 

How good it is to remember old days and old friends, yet we 
cannot forget that it is to us, the present generation, that our 
forefathers have passed the torch, expecting us with passion and 
determination, to carry on the work here at FBC.  

To earnestly defend the faith of Christ, so precious to those who 
founded this congregation so many years ago. 

And that is just what I would like to encourage you on this 
anniversary, to always earnestly contend for, and defend the 
faith of Christ. 

Matthew 13 contains many of Jesus’ parables. Jesus tells the 
parable of the sower, the weeds and the mustard seed in the earlier 
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part. Then near the end He provides some smaller parables. Here 
we discover the value of the new and old. Matthew 13:44-52  

He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been 
instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house 
who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old."  

God instructs His people to bring forth new and old treasures.  

In other words, the disciples needed to recognize the treasures 
found in the old teaching of the law and the new teaching of the 
parables. Just as a homeowner could bring out new and old 
treasures to display, they could bring out the new treasures of the 
parables and the old treasure of the law 

In this rather odd little verse Matthew wants us to see how Jesus 
was deeply rooted in the traditions of Israel - faithful to them and 
fulfilling them - but also bringing something strikingly new.  

I want to say something today about the new and the old. Many 
of us, like the good scribe, are well schooled in the traditions of 
our faith, and of our particular branch of the Christian Church. 
Many of us are also deeply aware of and sensitive to the needs 
and concerns of the new: of the contemporary world.  

God speaks to us now, through our experiences and through the 
communities where we live, as God spoke to our forefathers in the 
past.  

Many of us have steadfast and honourable commitments to the 
traditions of faith, and many of us are also open to all that the 
contemporary world offers to us. I hope that we will be able to 
see that the old and the new are not mutually exclusive, but are 
both essential for the life and health of any Christian congregation.  

If we are only living in the past, then we are not the good scribe 
or disciple of Matthew 13. If we are only interested in the new 
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things, then we are not the good scribe of Matthew 13. The 
good disciple is interested in both the new and the old.  

The text tells us “about the owner of a house who brings out of his 
storeroom new treasures as well as old.”  

The distinction between what is new and what is old, is 
something which troubles both the world we live in today as 
well as the church. Have you ever noticed, for example, that 
consumer products can be advertised in quite contradictory ways?  

Sometimes we’re encouraged to buy something because it’s 
‘new’ – the very latest thing, cutting edge technology, you’ve 
never seen anything like it before.  

And sometimes we are encouraged to buy something because 
it’s just like things used to be, it’s traditional, it’s something 
your granny would have known. And so most of live in a world in 
which we’re encouraged to buy “original recipes”, ‘like food 
used to be’ and yet at the same time use washing powder that is 
forever ‘new’ and ‘improved’. 

Which do you prefer? Old or New? Sometimes you may prefer 
the new. If I offered you an old filthy Kleenex or a brand new 
wrapped Kleenex you’d want the new one. If I offered you an old 
moldy orange or a new healthy orange, you’d probably want the 
new one.  

But sometimes, you’d prefer the old. If I offered you an old 
original Gordie Howe rookie hockey card in mint condition or 
John Does’s rookie card from this year, you’d want that old 
valuable hockey card. If I offered you an old photo album with 
pictures of your loved ones in their youth or a new photo album 
with no pictures at all, you’d want the old album.  

But then there are offers where the choice might not be so clear. 
Say I offered you an old car or a brand new car. Which would 
you choose? Some us would love a new car to leave behind all the 
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headaches of car repairs. But others might see in the old car an 
opportunity to cruise around in something vintage and very 
valuable.  

Or say I offered you a 100 year old house down by the river or a 
brand new house on the edge of town? Which would you choose?  

Some would choose the old house for all its character, and history. 
Others might want the new house for freedom from renovation 
headaches. Old or new? Sometimes the choice is obvious. Many 
times either one would be a good choice. If we conclude that we 
only choose the old or only choose the new we could be missing 
out on some valuable treasures.  

In the strange patchwork world that we now live in, the buzz word 
for it is called post-modernity, many people can’t decide whether 
new or old is best.  

In the world of the church we often divide ourselves up according 
to whether we like ‘traditional hymns’ or ‘new worship songs’. 
Whether we’d rather have the old pews in the sanctuary or buy 
fancy new cushioned chairs. Whether we keep the piano and organ, 
or replace them with a worship band.  

I would hope many would answer some of both. For if we say 
that we will only sing the old or the new, we could be missing 
great treasures God has for us outside our musical comfort zone.  

God has provided for His people to bring forth new and old 
treasures in proclaiming the kingdom of heaven throughout 
history. God provided a new way for His word to go forth with the 
invention of the printing press. His Word became readily 
available to ordinary people.  

Then God provided for ways to bring out the new and old 
treasures with Bible translations. Sometimes we make the 
terrible mistake of thinking that the ‘Old’ Testament is simply 
superseded by the New, and then at other times we cling to an 
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‘Old’ translation of the Bible even though scholars have found for 
us important new insights in modern translations. We can’t decide 
whether new or old is best. 

Throughout history, God has moved songwriters and musicians to 
compose new worship songs: like David in Psalm 51 – which 
today we sing as the worship song – Create in me a Clean Heart; 
or Francis of Assisi who wrote the words for All Creatures of our 
God and King in 1225; or Martin Luther amidst the fires of the 
Reformation in 1529 wrote “A Mighty Fortress is our God;” or 
Isaac Watts who wrote “At the Cross” in 1707.  

God moved Handel to compose “the Messiah in 1741; and Fanny 
Crosby who in 1875 composed “To God be the Glory.” God 
moved Stuart Hine to compose “How Great Thou Art” in 1949.  

Gloria and Bill Gaither composed “Because He Lives” in 1971. 
Jack Hayford composed “Majesty” in 1981. Amy Grant put Psalm 
119:105 to music in 1984 with the song “Thy Word.” Australian 
Darlene Zsech wrote the song known world wide called “Shout to 
the Lord.”  

Chris Tomlin composed “How Great is our God,” and Stuart 
Townend – How Deep the Father’s Love for us” and “In Christ 
Alone.” God continues to move today in singers like Getty and 
Michael W Smith – songs we are singing this morning. God 
continues to bring out of His musical storehouse treasures new and 
old for centuries.  

How have churches handled this? Many churches have 
introduced blended worship is bringing forth new and old treasures 
using a mix of both historic and contemporary music. FBC E.G. 

Perhaps we want our theology and faith more than anything to be 
faithful to our reading of tradition, or to be influenced by the 
criticisms of the world that says the Christian church is no longer 
relevant to a modern society, so some have tossed any mention of 
the Virgin birth of Christ or His precious blood shed for sinners. 
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“Fellowships” are in.  Traditional names for churches are out. 
Trendy names are in. There are more and more “community 
churches” listed with no denominational affiliation mentioned 
anywhere in connection with the church. 

Sometimes in the church we marginalize those who are ‘older’, 
and long only for ‘young’ people and ‘new families with lots of 
kids’ to join us - and sometimes we are desperately frightened 
of anything new at all. We just like things the way they are and 
dislike the intrusion of anything different, whether old or new. 

We can’t decide whether to sing a new song to the Lord or to tell 
the old, old stories of Jesus and His love.  

Friends we will always need the old as well as the new in our 
storehouse of faith. It’s easy for people who live today to think 
those who lived before them as simply old fashioned, strange, and 
unenlightened. But they have wisdom to pass on to us and we 
are foolish to ignore it. We need to see the old in the new and the 
new in the old, to honour our spiritual fathers and mothers while 
letting our spiritual children lead us. 

We would also be foolish to think that what they thought and 
shared and lived can simply be taken over and used now - 
carte blanche. We can’t live in second hand clothes. We do 
need urgently though to make faith and spiritual life new again 
in our day - but not by turning away from all that is past.  

In a way many of those who blazed a path for this congregation are 
here today- as a part of your storehouse and heritage of faith, an 
important part of who you are now. But your faithfulness to their 
witness lies in responding to the Gospel with integrity for your 
own times - while never letting go of their hands.  

Recall in that familiar story of the dry bones in the book of 
Ezekiel, God does not breathe life into new bones; it is old ones 
that come back to life again. New life and old bones together!  
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Jesus said in our text in Matthew 13, that when we are 
disciples in the kingdom of heaven we are like those who can 
produce both the new and the old. It’s always tempting to choose 
one or the other, isn’t it? To either hold on to the comfort and 
reassurance of the past, or to sweep it away in a grand step into the 
unknown. It’s tempting to find our identity either among the 
traditional or among the fashionable. But in the things of faith, a 
broader landscape lies before us.  

Let’s never forget this morning that Christian churches, no matter 
what their denominational tag, liberal or conservative, are not to 
be run by business principles but by biblical principles. That 
God’s people are a flock not a factory. That we are a 
congregation not a corporation! That we exist for one purpose 
and one purpose alone - for the glory of God, not the ego of men, 
or the ever-changing whims of culture. 

Beloved these are the things that have brought you as a 
congregation to this point in your history. These are treasures 
that a hundred years, yes even a thousand years from now, will 
be old and yet ever new, for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever.  

And because Jesus is the same yesterday today and forever, 
always keep Him Pre-Eminent when you are engaged in 
worship, individually and corporately. 

Keep Jesus pre eminent in the songs you sing. There ought to be 
a real Christian message in every song used in our churches. And 
may the Lord deliver us from those songs where we hear only the 
voices of the singers, but can’t understand one word of the song. 
The really great songs, the ones that move and bless our hearts, are 
those written out of the deep heart experiences of men and 
women. 

God likes music with Christ centered lyrics. It’s not the music that 
makes a song sacred. It’s the message that makes it sacred! The 
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most powerful songs ever created are songs that give glory to God. 
That’s why I love Psalm 150:  

"Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary. Praise Him in His 
mighty heavens. Praise Him for His acts of power; praise Him for 
His surpassing greatness. Praise Him with the sounding of the 
trumpet, praise Him with the harp and lyre, praise Him with 
tamborine and dancing, praise Him with the strings and flute, 
praise Him with the clash of cymbals. Praise Him with resounding 
cymbals. Let everything that has breath PRAISE THE LORD!" 

And because Jesus is the same yesterday today and forever, 
always keep Him Pre-Eminent in the sermons that are 
preached. Every sermon ought to enable people to see Jesus more 
clearly. 

We fail miserably in our preaching if we don’t present Jesus to the 
people as the Saviour of sinners. The Apostle Paul preached Christ 
crucified and His Resurrection as did all the NT preachers. They 
unashamedly ran their distinctives up the flagpole, clearly 
displaying them for all to see. This is what we are. This is what 
we believe. Here is where we stand.  

This is an old old story but it is ever new, and transcends all 
generations! 

People want to hear from their preachers a confident comforting 
word that touches their lives today, not a watered down, fluffy, do 
the best you can, adulterated message. They want to hear that 
"being a Christian" is not just about walking an aisle or saying a 
prayer. It is about a life committment, a change of heart, and a 
new orientation for living. “ if  anyone is in Christ they are a new 
creation, old things have passed away and all things became new.” 

It is about trusting the commands of Christ even when they are 
unpopular in an ungodly society. It is about trusting His values 
when the society is "values neutral". 
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It is about standing for something and willing to teach and 
defend those things we regard as precious. 

Jesus lived in times when no-one thought that the important 
thing was to be original - the important thing was to be faithful 
and to bring to new life the old traditions, the things known since 
the foundation of the world, but which every generation must hear 
again as though for the first time. We may change our methods in 
presenting the Gospel but never the message. That is our 
challenge as a congregation in the months ahead. 

The faith we share this morning is rooted in ancient stories. It’s a 
brave and moving story of a pilgrim people, always moving on to 
new places, taking with them the treasures of the old.  

Let our fellowship here at FBC always be known for faithfully 
proclaiming the word of the Lord without fear or compromise. 
Build your leadership and membership on Him who is the 
chief corner stone. This is just as relevant to you today as it 
was to the founders of this congregation. 

The early believers in Acts didn’t need programmes or gimmicks 
in ministry. They didn’t need anyone to motivate them. They were 
so full of God that God overflowed out of their lives to everyone 
around them. Acts E.G. Quote! 

What a testimony it is when people of diverse backgrounds and 
ages come together to worship God and show grace to one another 
in worship. It doesn’t have to be Either historic Or contemporary. 
It can be Both contemporary And historic. 

May God make us fruitful in all our ministry here by bringing 
forth out of our store house treasures new and old.  


