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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 

First News February March 2023 Luke 15: 3-7 The Lord Is Counting On Us Pastor Alex 

“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open 
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 
and goes home.” 

How good are you at counting? It’s absolutely astonishing how many things we count in our lifetime. From our 
earliest days we learned how to count. How important we felt when we could make it to 100.  

People on farms count livestock and how many bushels to the acre. Governments have a census to count peo-
ple, and on and on we could go. 

I vividly remember in Freemantle, Western  Australia, watching in awe as 500,000 sheep were being loaded 
live on a huge multi-decked boat destined for the Middle East, and while being almost overcome by the over-
powering stench in the air, I think my mouth dropped open seeing these sheep being counted manually as they 
ran up a ramp onto the boat. 

Even in Bible days they were counting. We find recorded in Luke 15: 3-7, Jesus telling a parable about a farmer 
who had one hundred sheep, but when he did the head count, there was only ninety-nine. 

Some businesses might suggest that the shepherd should have been thankful that he still had ninety-nine! But 
farmers don’t think that way. Leaving the ninety-nine, this particular shepherd goes looking for the lost one.  

On today’s farm, it would probably mean jumping on a quad and heading out to the back 50. In Bible times, he 
would have gone out on foot, looking in every place, calling as he went – even if the weather was atrocious. 
This is what it means to be a good shepherd. 

Searching, he hears a weak bleating and there’s his sheep, caught in a hedge - she’s found. She’s weak, so he 
hangs her over his strong shoulders and heads for home. Arriving back, he calls for a celebration. Jesus says, 
“And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders.”  

When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me because I have found 
my lost sheep. In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God 
than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away. 

It’s a good thing to remember that God still counts – He even knows the number of hairs on our heads! 
(Luke 12:7). We may all feel lost in the confusion of these deeply uncertain times, but it’s worse to feel lost 
from God. 

Jesus also talked about “Counting the Cost” of following him. If people were going to be Jesus’ followers, 
they needed to know what they were doing!  

They needed to listen carefully and to count the cost of commitment. Were they willing to put Jesus first in 
their lives?  

Let’s be counted so that when He’s looking for us, we are somewhere working for Him 
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Days to Note 
 

February 12 10:30 a.m. Family Day Service 

February 13    12—4  Gas Meter Replacement at 
    the church.  (no heat) 

February 14   Happy Valentines Day 

February 15   Leone Mater Birthday 

February 19—26  Pastor Vacation 

February 24   Daniel Rust Birthday 

February 28   Helen McDonald Birthday 

 

March 15   Rick Jay Birthday 

March 17   St. Patrick’s Day 

March 21   Bev Woolaver Birthday 

March 22   Joyce Finlayson Birthday 

March 23   Jaden Burdett Birthday 

 

April 7  Good Friday Cross Walk and joint  

  service hosted by First Baptist 

 

First  Ladies  Christmas  Party 

Friday December 16, 2022 

 

It might have been cold outside but it was warm inside 
at our 2022 First Ladies Christmas Party.  There was 
lots of chatter and visiting inside the fellowship hall as 
15 of our ladies gathered.  We shared stories of times 
we have witnessed Christian sisterhood.   Either directly 
with us or watching it happen around us. What a gift!  
Time was spent carol singing lead by Cheryl.  Also talk-
ing about where we see faith in action.  Special time of 
sharing with our Christian sisters. How well do we 
know our sisters in the Lord?  We found out some past 
Christmas traditions experienced by some of us.  Even 
two of our sisters looked forward to the same Christmas 
morning treat of half of a grapefruit with a cherry in the 
middle.  And even others receiving a fresh orange on 
Christmas morning was another memory.  It seems 
fresh fruit was a real treat for them.  What a beautiful 
time and then of course fellowship is not complete with-
out food.  A lunch was provided made by all of us and 
we dug in.    

 

Truly a festive time for our Christian 
sisters to gather! 

Planning ahead: 

Summer Services in the park are being planned 
again for July –August 

Some talk of VBS jointly 

Also some talk of an ALPHA course.  More info if 
these things come to pass.  



First Baptist Church Petrolia 3 February—March 2023 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT – January 16, 2023 

As we look back over the 150th year of First Baptist church, we think how our Lord provided for every 
need we had to maintain this church as a place of worship.  We as a congregation have been blessed 
and we must never forget that.  Your Property Committee for 2023 seek your prayers for safety and wis-
dom as we endeavor to continue maintaining this building as a suitable place in which to worship our 
Lord.   

Here is a listing of the projects completed since our last Newsletter.   

  1 – Furnace filters replaced January 1, 2023. 

  2 – Chairlift was inspected and safety certified on December 19, 2022. 

  3 – Daniel Rust patched and painted the basement ante-room at the bottom of the stairs  during his Christ-
mas vacation from university.  Daniel took care of any drywall  and plaster repairs needed and gave it two 
coats of paint. As always he did a superb job of painting and repairs and for that we extend to him our 
sincere thanks and appreciation.  We also pray for God to watch over Dan as he spends his co-op term 
working as a project engineer on a highrise development in Mississauga. 

 4 - We are still discussing what we should do about either cleaning or replacing the rug  in the basement. 

 5 – We also pray for Joyce Finlayson, a valued member of our property committee, as  she heals from a 
fractured hip she suffered in a fall just before Christmas. Give her patience Lord as she heals.  

 6 – We replaced the table at the rear of the church with padded chairs to provide more  comfortable 
seating for some who find the pews a bit uncomfortable. 

 7 – Enbridge Gas has made arrangements to change the gas meter at the church on February 13th be-
tween the hours of 12 and 4 in the afternoon. This is a routine meter change as required by law to insure 
accuracy and safety. 

As always, the church building and church emails are checked on a daily basis and the church telephone 
is monitored twice daily for messages.  

Respectfully – your property committee – Joyce, Earle, Norm, Harald & Bill. 

1. The Board Meeting  

  “There will be a meeting of the Church Board immediately after the service,” announced the pastor. 

After the close of the service, the Church Board gathered at the back of 

the sanctuary for the anounced meeting. But there was a stranger in their 

midst — a visitor who had never attended their church before. 

“My friend,” said the pastor, “Didn’t you understand that this is a meeting 

of the Board?” 

“Yes,” said the visitor, “and after today’s sermon, I suppose I’m just about 

as bored as anyone else who came to this meeting.” 
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Ladies Bible Study  
 

“In The School of Tested Faith”  focusing on the book of James in 
the New Testament. 

All ladies are welcome to join us at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday morn-
ings 

If you want a book, please contact Sara Rust 519-882-0140 or 
hsrust2@gmail.com  

Our Church Directory is being updated!  

Please check your name, address, phone numbers and email ad-
dresses on the list at the back of the church.   

If changes need to be made, please contact Bill Baker.  Plans 
are to have it ready for distribution by early February.  

(they can also be put in the offering plate) 

Deacon comments from Harald Rust present chair for 2023 

 
The deacons of First Baptist have met once so far in the new year, 2023.  We deacons are  

appreciative of the service of all for the past year (and multiple years) for the benefit of the work of our 
congregation.   
 
Our thanks go out specially to Donna McAuslan, and Brad Loosley who have each finished an extended 
term (due to the disruptions of Covid) and who have moved off of the board. We welcomed a (new) dea-
con, Larry Ainsworth back onto the deacons team and have already had a good measure of beneficial 
discussion and decision-making in our first meeting.   
 
We are suggesting that our next congregational business meeting will be Tuesday evening, March 7 at 7 
pm.  As usual, each deacon serves on one or more other committees in the regular course of church life.   
 
We look forward to all the ways the Lord will lead and allow us to serve in the year ahead and are always 
open to input in general, and hopefully can be of service as our name theologically suggests. 
  
All the best,  sincerely,   Harald Rust 
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Current interesting and inspiring material about the work of our denomination 
and its missionaries  around the world can be found at CBMin.org.   
 

Text from January Newsletter of the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS) 
“Disciples Making Disciples” is the title of a course taught recently by Abed Zien El Dien (a colleague of 
our missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Elie Haddad, and Emad Botros) 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:18,19 NIV). 
And, sure enough, disciples made disciples and the Church turned the world upside down—not by mili-

tary prowess or political tactics—but by the power of the living God. Today, God is still drawing people to 

Himself, and discipleship is still pivotal to Church growth. Effective discipleship, however, often requires 

persistence and intentionality so that those who come to faith can connect 

Scripture to the complex conundrums of daily life and to understand the 

meaning of lifelong growth. Too often, new followers of Christ are led to faith 

and abandoned or given a brief discipleship program that provides only a su-

perficial understanding of the life changing implications of the gospel. The 

Church glorifies God in word and deed and fulfills its missional mandate 

when its members become lifelong disciples and disciple makers.  

This fall and Christmas 
time has certainly been 
busy.   

We had our Day of Pray-
er event, a Ladies Christ-
mas Gathering, a Christ-
mas choir, another Christ-
mas dinner and special 
services throughout.   
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To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner,  be sure to give Wanda your email address. wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox March26, 2023. Please have all your info to Wanda by March 19, 2023 

We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes,  please send them to Wanda.   wjpratt10@outlook.com 

New Officers and Committees of 
the church for 2023 

Pianists: 

Diane O’Dell 
Terry Willis 
Janet Whitlock 

Deacons: 

Harold Rust (Chair) 
Larry Ainsworth 
Janice White (Sec/Vice Chair) 
 
Treasurers: 
 
Joyce Finlayson 
Earle Woolaver (Assistant) 
 
Mission Secretary and  
Envelope Secretary: 
 
Earle Woolaver 
Joyce Finlayson (Assistant) 
 
Church Clerk: 
 
Janet Whitlock 
Donna McAuslan 
 
Church Secretary: 
 
Helga Mursall 
 
Church Moderator: 
 
Brad Loosley 
 
Nominating Committee: 
 
Deacon Janice White 
Pastor Alex Craig 
Diane O’Dell 
Lloyd McDonald 
 
Trustees: 
 
Earle Woolaver (2023) 
Joyce Finlayson(2023) 

 

Finance Committee: 

Deacon Larry Ainsworth 
Trustee/Treasurer Joyce Finlayson 
Assistant Treasurer Earle Woolaver 
Betty McPhee 
Jean Bradshaw 
 
Communion Stewards: 
 
Sharon McGrail 
Wyn Craig 
 
Church Librarians: 
 
Sharon McGrail 
Wanda Pratt 
 
Outreach Committee: 
 
Pastor Alex Craig 
Deacon Harald Rust 
Sara Rust 
Lloyd McDonald 
Wanda Pratt 
 
Property Committee: 
 
Deacon Harald Rust 
Trustee Joyce Finlayson 
Norm McAuslan 
Bill Baker 
Earle Woolaver 
 
Church Tellers: 
 
Joyce Finlayson 
Sharon McGrail 
Helga Mursall 
Donna McAuslan 
 
Fellowship Committee: 
 
Deacon Janice White 
Wyn Craig 
Janet Whitlock 
Donna McAuslan 

 

Convention Delegates:  

Pastor Alex Craig 

Association Delegates: 

Pastor Alex Craig 
Donna McAuslan 
Bev Woolaver 
 

Flower/Card Committee 

Joyce Finlayson 
Bev Woolaver 
 
Christian Education & Child Safety 
Policy Committee: 
 
Sara Rust 
Jean Bradshaw 
 
Junior Church Coordinators: 
 
To Be Decided 
 
Audio/Visual: 
 
Wanda Pratt 
Bill Baker 
Harald Rust 
 
Newsletter: 
 
Wanda Pratt 
Pastor Alex Craig 
Janice White 
 

 


