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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 

God’s Indescribable Gift           Pastor Alex 

I'd like to share with you one of my favourite Christmas verses - 2 Corinthians 9:15  

We often don't think of it in light of Christmas. I’d love to see it appear on more Christmas cards. I think it de-
scribes, in terms that really defy description, the gift of God to us. "Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!"  

That verse was written by probably the greatest theological mind that has ever come into existence. And yet Paul 
pauses when he comes to this simple four-letter word "gift" and says it is indescribable. He is suddenly and com-
pletely at a loss to express himself. So he simply says it's indescribable. 

How do you describe the indescribable? Year after year we preach on the happenings of Christmas but have we 
come close to conveying what Christmas really means? 

Theology falters here. Poetry falters here. The songs we sing are not able to adequately to encompass it here. The 
full meaning of God’s gift in Christ is inexpressible. It is incomprehensible; it is unfathomable; it is illimitable, it 
is infinitely, marvelously God’s own doing 

In 2 Corinthians 9:15, Paul shifts his attention from human gifts to God’s gift of sending Jesus to earth for us. 
And he can’t find words to describe that. He simply says, "Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift." Why 
does Paul call Jesus "indescribable?" 

What is it about this gift that makes it indescribable? One of the reasons the gift is indescribable is because it in-
volves One who is greater than we can grasp. Lying in that manger bed, in the tiny town of Bethlehem on that 
first Christmas night, was God’s indescribable gift; - Jesus. 

How do you describe Jesus? What words would you choose? How do you describe a baby born of a virgin? How 
do you describe God in flesh, walking upon our earth and reaching out to the hurting masses of humanity? 

How do you describe that which is spirit when all we have ever known is that which is either physical or materi-
al? How do you describe God who has all knowledge when all we have is limited knowledge? 

How do you describe God who is all powerful? How do you describe the eternal? How do you describe the inde-
scribable? Paul says that we can’t. Words can’t adequately describe Him. Jesus is indescribable because He de-
fies our categories because there is no one else like Him. 

You say He is good but He is better than good. You say He is better but He is better than better. You say He is 
best but He is better than best. 

Even when we bring together our greatest minds, our most extensive vocabularies, our most eminent theologians, 
they have never been able to adequately describe Jesus, or unfold to us the entire meaning of the gift of the Son 
of God to men! Paul looked at Jesus and said, "I can’t describe Him. 

Of all the gifts you could receive this Christmas, this is the best. It’s an incredible gift. It’s a life-changing gift. 

It’s an awesome gift. It’s an indescribable gift. It’s the greatest gift of all! One that is like no other in quality and 

character and splendour, and that is God’s indescribable gift of His Son, Jesus Christ. A gift that excels them all. 
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Celebration Days 
 

11 December Christmas Dinner  after worship 

12 December Sing For Joy!  7:00 p.m. 

14 December   Jean Bradshaw 

17 December  Ladies Christmas Party 11:00 a.m. 

24 December Christmas Eve Service   4:00 p.m. 

25 December Ariel Jay 

25 December Merry Christmas Service 10:30 a.m. 

30 December  Janice Kazek 

1 January  Happy New Year  10:30 a.m. 

28 January  Jessica Jay 
 

Red Sea Roads 

In the ladies Bible study this fall, we continue to pray for one another, encourage one another in the Lord, and have 
good fellowship around God’s Word. 

We are wrapping up our study of Ann Voskamp’s book “WayMaker”. It has been inspiring and it challenges us to 
live our lives fully surrendered to and connected with our Lord. Ann centres her book on Exodus 14 which the Lord 
impressed upon her in her personal life. 

Exodus 14:13-16 

And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you 
today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have 
only to be silent.” 

The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up your staff, and 
stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground.” 

God brought his people out of the bondage of slavery in Egypt and taught them to bond to him and trust in him. He 
miraculously made a way for them when there seemed to be no way to escape from their Egyptian enemies. 

Ann reminds us that what we might see as being in the way (the Red Sea for the Israelites) God may use to make a 
way (He divided the waters so they could walk through on dry ground!) God’s way might take us down a road of 
suffering (the Israelites feared for their lives) but He always makes His way to us and leads us through the pain. We 
are instructed to continue in faith and trust of Him whose ways are higher than ours and to let the God of all crea-
tion love us. He will never abandon us no matter what deep valleys we walk through, for His promise is to be with 
us, and He offers us His peace. 

Isaiah 26:3 You will keep in perfect peace (shalom, shalom in Hebrew) those whose minds are steadfast, because 
they trust in You. 

We will begin our study of the book of James on November 30. “In the School of Tested Faith” by Susan J. Heck 
will be used as a reference. All ladies are welcomed to join us Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am in the fellowship 
hall. 
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Elie and Mireille Haddad continue in their work of leading the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Beirut Lebanon and we support them on a monthly basis.  They have included some testimonies of faith-
ful service of current students who, uniquely in the Arab world, at Beirut, can have good Christian train-
ing for service in the Middle East and North Africa.                                                                                                          
-from Harald R 

Ibrahim | Sudanese living in Sudan 

My father is a pastor of an episcopal church, but I was not a true Christian growing up. I only went to church to please my 
father, but the rest of the time, I would hang out with a notorious gang in our neighborhood. Then one night in 2014, my 
friends and I were chased by the police. I broke into a house thinking I could hide there, but instead, I ended up in the house of 
a policeman! The policeman offered me protection, and I was able to return home. That night, I couldn’t sleep because I kept 
hearing God’s voice, and when I woke up, I came to faith in Christ and told my father about it. After that, my father became 
my primary mentor. Today, I serve children and youth at Sunday school. I also offer discipleship classes, teach young people 
how to read the Bible, and preach God’s word in several churches. After witnessing the plight of some Sudanese churches 
because there isn’t enough knowledge of God’s word, I decided to study theology. 

 

Ehab | Egyptian living in the Arab Gulf 

I never imagined that I would lose my father in my teens and that my mother would have to raise me on her own. Suddenly, 
the timid boy that I was turned into an angry rebel against every authority. Years after, I had an acute case of typhoid fever, 
and I couldn’t get out of bed. But that was when God used a phone call to reach me. It was an old friend of mine. He called to 
tell me about Jesus, and we prayed together. I earnestly prayed for God’s forgiveness with tears streaming down my face, and 
that was the start of my story with Christ. I currently serve the Lord through worship and sharing the gospel on social media. 
God has called me and my wife to make a change in the lives of children and youth where we are in Oman. My thirst to deep-
ly understand God’s word led me to study theology. 

 

Gozoli | Sudanese living in Sudan 

In 1989, the war broke out in the Nuba Mountains, and we had to flee to East Sudan without my father. There, we stayed with 
my grandfather, who would constantly remind us that we are going to hell because we went to church. Years later, I moved to 
Al Jazeera State and stayed at my uncle’s house to study at university. My uncle was a follower of Christ who held prayer 
meetings at his home, and the Lord used this to help me grow in Him. Whenever I see homeless children, I remember the war 
and how we were displaced. That is why I feel called to serve children who are at risk, and recently, with the help of others, 
we have begun providing scholarships for kids who cannot afford an education. Today, I am the treasurer of the Wad Madani 
archdiocese of the Episcopal church in Sudan, and because I oversee the work of five districts, I felt the need to be well 
equipped for such a task. 

 

Nabil | Egyptian living in Lebanon 

I was very far from God, although I was born to a Christian family. To me, religion was a set of chores until I gave my life to Christ 
and became part of His family in the year 2000. This marked a new beginning for me. The Lord allowed me to go through hard-
ships, but after He led me to a ministry in Lebanon and I saw how many people were coming to Christ, I understood that He had a 
purpose. Today, my life with God is filled with encouraging stories because I pastor more than 250 families with the help of the 
home group leaders. I have joined the seminary so that I know more about my calling and ministry through which the Lord is using 
me, and so I can speak to others more clearly and deeply.  
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Ladies Bible Study  

 

We will start a new study November 30.   

“In The School of Tested Faith”  focusing 
on the book of James in the New Testament. 

All ladies are welcome to join us at 10:00 
a.m. Wednesday mornings 

If you want a book, please contact Sara 
Rust 519-882-0140 or hsrust2@gmail.com  

Our Church Directory is being updated!  

Please put your name, address, phone 
numbers and email addresses on a paper 
and get it to Bill Baker.  

(they can also be put in the offering plate) 
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December 12 @7:00 p.m. 

an evening of Carol Singing and 
Fellowship 

All are welcome 

Bring a friend 

Friday December 16 @ 11:00 
a.m. 

A festive time for our Christian 
sisters to gather! We will enjoy 

visiting, singing carols, a devotion 
time, and delicious  lunch.  All our 

ladies are invited to attend. 



First Baptist Church Petrolia 6 December 2022—January 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAPTIST WOMEN’S DAY OF PRAYER 

2022 

What a blessed morning spent with 8 other ladies participating in our Baptist Women’s World Day Of Prayer. For 
more than 70 years Baptist women all over the world have gathered for Day of Prayer to worship, fellowship, pray 
and to give.  It is truly a global Prayer Movement. Baptist World Alliance is a network of Baptist sisters serving to-
gether in 7 Continental Unions in over 140 countries.  

We gathered on Monday November 7,2022 at the church and enjoyed refreshments that sent up a fragrance. The 
fragrance of the cinnamon buns, orange slices and tea and coffee were surely irresistible.  This was to coincide with 
our theme VICTORIOUS LIFE. This is taken from the truth of 2 Corinthians 2:14.  “But thanks be to God, who al-
ways leads us in the triumph of Christ, and through us reveals the fragrance of the knowledge of him in every 
place”. This verse is an imagery of a Roman victory parade.  A victorious Roman general would march his soldiers 
and captured enemies through the streets in triumph.  What a comparison to what God does for us (believers in 
Christ).  In this parade incense was burned in celebration of the defeat of one’s enemies. People would both see and 
smell the evidence of the victory.  God uses us to spread the fragrance of God everywhere we go. and the world is 
attracted to this irresistible fragrance.   We Christians are the aroma of Christ on earth.  Remember this as we go out 
into our community, in our home and in our church.  Let’s be pleasing to God in what we do and what we say. 

We sang, prayed, and shared how God is working in our lives and the people we know.  We talked about the attrib-
utes of God and even were able to take a bookmark home with some of these truths printed on them to remind us of 
them.  

We prayed for the 7 Continental Unions (Asia Baptist Women’s Union, Baptist Women of North America, Baptist 
Women of the Pacific, Baptist Women’s Union of Africa, Baptist Women’s Union of Latin America, Caribbean 
Baptist Women’s Union, European Baptist Women United,) and the BWA (Baptist World Alliance Women.)  Con-
cerns such as domestic violence, mental health, climate change, racial injustice and wars were offered up in prayer.  
The Day of Prayer links women of the world.  We are encouraged as we stand together with our sisters.  

We left with a bag of goodies to help us remember where our financial contributions are used for in the Core minis-
try areas.  These Global Ministry Projects are Strengthening our worship, fellowship and unity.  Responding 
through aid, relief, and community development.  Leading mission and evangelism.  Defending religious freedom, 
human rights and justice.  Advancing theological reflection and transformational leadership. We were given an op-
portunity to give generously to the global initiatives of Baptist World Alliance Women’s across the 7 Continental 
Unions.  These gifts make a huge difference and help equip Baptist women to impact the world.  What a wonderful 
morning spent with fellow Christian sisters in the Lord. 

Donna McAuslan 

To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner,  be sure to give Wanda your email address. wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox January 29, 2023. Please have all your info to Wanda by January 22, 2023 

We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes,  please send them to Wanda.   wjpratt10@outlook.com 


