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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 

First News October-November 2022 Reflections on Thanksgiving           Pastor Alex 

In 1 Corinthians 4:7 the Apostle Paul wrote something that I think we need to consider at Thanksgiving. “For who 
makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that God hasn’t given you? And if everything you have is 
from God, why boast as though it were not a gift”? 

A young man was feeling very proud of himself. As a brand-new university graduate he had taken his C.A. Exams 
and passed with flying colours. Now he was a full-fledged Chartered Accountant. 

His father had been an immigrant to Canada., and now owned his own little business. Filled with self-importance, 
the young man began to criticize his father’s way of keeping books. He said, “Dad, you don’t even know how much 
profit you’ve made.  

Over here in this drawer are your accounts receivable. Over there are your receipts, and you keep all your money in 
the cash register. You don’t have any idea how much you’ve made.” 

The father answered, “Son, when I came to this country the only thing I owned was a pair of pants. Now, your 
brother is a doctor, your sister is an art teacher, and you are a C.A. Your mother and I own our home. We have a 
car, and we own this little business. Now add that up, subtract the pants, and all the rest is profit.” 

When you add it up that’s exactly what we need to do at Thanksgiving. Add it all up. We came into this world with 
nothing but the eternal soul that God gave us. Everything else is profit. 

Many years ago I heard the story of a poor man who was given a loaf of bread. He thanked the baker, but the baker 
said, “Don’t thank me. Thank the miller who made the flour.” So he thanked the miller, but the miller said, “Don’t 
thank me. Thank the farmer who planted the wheat.”  

So he thanked the farmer. But the farmer said, “Don’t thank me. Thank God and Him alone. He gave the sunshine 
and rain and fertility to the soil, and that’s why you have bread to eat.” 

You see, regardless of how sophisticated, how advanced we may be scientifically, we still can’t create, we still 
can’t make a kernel of corn or wheat. That has to come from God. God gives us the things we need in order to live 
on this planet.  

That is why Thanksgiving is so important each year. We need this reminder. We need it because it forces us to add 
it all up and recognize and reflect where all these things we enjoy actually come from. 

Remember, the greatest blessing that you and I and this world has ever received is the indescribable, immeasurable 
gift of Jesus Christ, as our Saviour and Lord. 

His great sacrifice at Calvary covers our sins and gives us the assurance that after we depart this life, after all the 
things we have accumulated have been taken out of our hands, that through Jesus we will receive the greatest gift of 
all - eternal life in the presence of our Saviour and our God. That is His promise to all believers. 

Surely this is enough to make us thankful. May our hearts overflow with thanksgiving to the Lord as we meditate 

on His Word, on His goodness, on His love, and on His faithfulness! 
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Celebration Days 

3 October  Betty & George Anniversary 

4 October  Scott Dillon  

16 October World Food Day 

19 October  Lauren Kazek 

23 October Creation Ministry  

30 October  Food Bank Sunday 

 

1 November Helen Rust 

7 November Baptist Day of Prayer 

26 November Helga Mursall 

11 December Christmas Dinner 

 

 

Our church library has recently had a makeover.  Lots of new books have been added and all the books have been 
organized.  

Top right photo is the fiction section arranged alphabetically by author.  

A good selection of Bibles is available to use as well as some hymn books.  (left photo) 

 

The children’s selections are all in one area 
of the shelving (right photo) 

Below right is a shot of some research helps 
and Bible Studies.  

Below Left is non fiction books that include 
biographies and factual books about other 
topics.  There are a few sections of books for 

specific topics such as Christmas,   Creation/Evolution,   World Religions,  Hu-
man Trafficking and Indigenous studies.  

 

Feel free to browse and borrow. It is an honor 
system to borrow and you can return them to 
the basket on top of the fiction section,  the 
librarians will but them back on the shelf. 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT – September 26, 2022 

The 150th year of First Baptist church has been quite a year so far.  Even though many of you have been 
trying to get in a little vacation time, your property committee have remained active in the background.   

Here is a listing of the projects completed since July 21, 2022.   

  1 – Smoke detectors checked and batteries replaced.  

  2 – Shrubbery and branches along driveway trimmed. 

  4 – Weeds in parking lot and around foundation kept sprayed on a regular basis. 

  5 – Our basement junior church area is in the process of receiving a much needed facelift.  Harald and 
Sara Rust, Donna and Norm McAuslan, Janice White and  Joyce Finlayson gave it a thorough cleaning. 
Daniel Rust took care of the drywall  and plaster repairs and gave it two coats of paint. Daniel did a 
superb job of painting and repairs and for that we extend to him our sincere thanks and  appreciation. We 
are still discussing what we should do about either cleaning or replacing the rug. 

 6 - Parking Lot Repair – Put on hold until next year by Property Committee.   

Respectfully – your property committee – Joyce, Leone, Earle, Norm, Harald & Bill. 
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I was very privileged to be able to attend 
the Conference “Walking Together in a 
Good Way” to learn more about our in-
digenous neighbors.   

All of the speakers were indigenous and 
they all told their stories.   

David Plain who comes from Aam-
jiwnaang, has researched and written 
extensively about the various treaties 
between the government and the First 
Nations people.  He helped us under-
stand how the treaties impacted the peo-
ple.   

All those impacts were felt when we 
took part in the Kairos Blanket Exercise, 
which shows in a very personal way the 
losses experienced by the Native people.   

Shari Russell let the blanket exercise 
and also was the speaker for the Sunday 
Morning Service.  She is indigenous and 
also a Salvation Army Officer.  One of 
her main points on Sunday was calling 
attention to the use of incense in scrip-
ture.  Exodus 30,  I Kings 7:50, Revela-
tion 5:8 and Revelation 18:13 to cite a 
few.  It helped me to be more accepting 
to the use of ‘smudging’ especially 
when Revelation 5:8 says that incense 
holds the prayers of the people.  

Three different dancers 
performed for us, explain-
ing how these dances are 
like prayers.   

Kristi White, above right, 
is a jingle dress dancer, 
also writes books for chil-
dren and leads programs to 
help families lead healthy 
lives 

Directly above is Jef-
frey’Red’ George is the 
artist that drew the logo 
above.  He is from Kettle 
Point and has a wide vari-
ety of artwork available.  

 

David D.J. White did a 
‘Fancy Dress Dance’ and 
explained that those steps 
too are a prayer.   

We each were able to choose 2 
breakout sessions out of 11 available.  
Since I had questions about the ‘60’s 
Scoop”, that is one that I attended.  
This was when often the government 
would come at take children away 
from their homes and communities 
and send them to foster or adoptive 
homes far away.  Sally Susan Martel 
led this group telling of her experienc-
es.  She was sent to an adoptive home 
in Texas at 6 — and at 16 sent back to 
Kirkland Lake with no money, clothes, 
or identification.  She became an im-
portant part of the Beaverhouse first 
nation near Kirkland Lake taking lead-
ership of many programs.  She also 
sued the Canadian Government and 
won.  It is now illegal for the Govern-
ment to take children away from their 
communities and place them with non 
native people.  That process took her 
over 10 years.  

 

https://www.aamjiwnaang.ca/
https://www.aamjiwnaang.ca/
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Ron Hill was the leader for a session 
about Historical Conditioning,  showing 
us how many of our ways of thinking just 
get passed along and often we  don’t stop 
to think about how they are impacting our 
lives or the lives of others.  

Lila Bruyere is an Elder at Aajiwnaang 
and she survived residential school at 
Fort Frances.  She was at the school from 
the age of 6—14.  During the open ses-
sion Saturday evening, she explained 
about her life story, how she furthered her 
education as an adult earning a Masters 
degree in 2018 from Wilfred Laurier Uni-
versity.  After that, she sat on the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission in Win-
nipeg.   

The picture to the right shows the floor 
covered with blankets.  That is how the 
blanket exercise starts and we all stood 
on the various blankets.  As the various 
treaties and laws were explained,  
‘territory’ was lost and if we were on that 
part of the blanket we had to go sit down.  
Over and over that happened until we get 
to the end of the exercise and we see how 
much ‘land’ is left for indigenous people 
in the second picture.  

Following that exercise,  we were all 
asked about our feelings and many ex-
pressed shame, anger, and frustration at 
the way things were done in the past.  
When asked what could we do,  the an-
swer was always “Be Our Ally”.  

Zelda Elijah, a police officer at Kettle Point 
spoke about the Legal System in her 
breakout session.  Sara attended that one 
and learned much of the thinking behind the 
Native justice system. 

The Indigenous communities have their 
own way of dealing with crime, and their 
own police force. The offender’s family 
members are spoken with and the commu-
nity is involved. Violations of the law are 
seen not just as an individual’s problem, but 
as a family and community problem. Mak-
ing restitution and amends is preferred over 
simply laying charges and giving jail time. 
Multiple generations of families often live 
together. While it is acknowledged that In-
digenous people make up 4% of the popula-
tion in Canada and 30% of people in custo-
dy, the view of the courts to diminish the 
numbers in custody now make it more diffi-
cult to convict those who really are a danger 
to their community. 

Sara also took in the session about Lan-
guage hosted by Sonja George , who teach-
es language .   

The Ojibwe language gives us insight to 
their culture. Age is represented by how 
many winters a person has lived. Where a 
person is from is where they made their first 
cry. There is no word for he or she. Woman 
is the bearer of life.  Breath is related to this 
word. Men also take in life through breath. 

During this amazing weekend, meals were 
included, complete with an indigenous ca-
tering company.  Candace Elijah treated us 
to native corn soup, fry bread, Bannock, 
‘Indian’ tacos,  strawberry juice,  strawber-
ry and cedar tea.   

We were encouraged to continue learning 
the facts about our indigenous neighbors.  A 
list of books, movies and TV shows were 
suggestions to start us off.  

Our special guests were presented with gifts to thank them for 
sharing their knowledge with us.  Many were presented with these 
colorful quilts.  

Left is Shari Russell, Steven Saelens, an Elder at Wyoming Bap-
tist, and Host for the whole weekend.  On the right is Sonja 
George who also hosted.  

https://www.aamjiwnaang.ca/
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Until All Are Fed  

is the theme for World Food Sunday October 16, 2022.   

CANADIAN FOODGRAINS BANK IS A PARTNERSHIP OF 15 CANA-
DIAN CHURCHES AND CHURCH-BASED AGENCIES WORKING TO-
GETHER TO END GLOBAL HUNGER THROUGH: 

 • Emergency food assistance in times of crisis 

 • Long-term responses to improve household food security  

 Engaging Canadians and governments toward meaningful change  

CBM is one of the partner churches.  This year we are looking forward to an 
interesting and informative service highlighting the world food problems.  

 

Creation Ministries.  

Thomas Bailey From Creation 
Ministries will be joining us 
October 23 as a special speaker.   
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The new Daily Bread devotional book-
lets are available at the back of the 
church.  They cover October, November, 
and December 2022 

The Ladies Bible Study 
is using the book 
“Waymaker” by Ann 
Voskamp as their study 
book this fall.   

All ladies are welcome 
to join in the discussion 
and growth that happens 
on Wednesday mornings 
at 10:00. 

Congratulations Tobias and Jessi 
Meiszinger on the birth of  Abigail 
(Abby) Grace Meiszinger, born on 
September 4, weighing exactly 8 
lbs! 

Congratulations Pastor Ralph and 
Rita,  first time grandparents. 

Grace 

The original photograph was taken at 
Enstrom's photography studio in Bovey, 
Minnesota. Most sources indicate 1918 as 
the year, though Enstrom's daughter 
Rhoda, born in 1917, claimed to remember 
being present when the photograph was 
taken, which might have been around 1920. The man depicted in the photo-
graph is Charles Wilden, who earned a meager living as a peddler and lived 
in a sod house. While the photograph conveys a sense of piety to many 
viewers, according to the Enstrom family's story, the book seen in the photo 
is actually a dictionary. However Wilden wrote "Bible" on the waiver of 
rights to the photo which he signed in exchange for payment, giving cre-
dence to the idea that, even if the actual prop used was a dictionary, it was 
a proxy representing a bible in the photograph.[2] Likewise, local stories 
about Wilden "centered more around drinking and not accomplishing very 
much", than religious observation.[3] 

What happened to Wilden after the photograph is unknown. In 1926, he 
was paid $5 by Enstrom in return for waiving his rights to the photograph; 
he disappeared thereafter. After the photograph became popular, Enstrom 
attempted to track Wilden down but was unsuccessful. Numerous family 
members and local historians have also attempted to determine what be-
came of Wilden, but have not been able to locate definitive evidence. 

Enstrom first licensed the photograph to Augsburg Publishing House in 
1930. In the 1940s, his daughter, Rhoda Nyberg, colorized the photo by 
hand. This version was featured in prints produced during the 1940s on-
ward and became the more widespread and popularly known version of the 
photo. 

Enstrom earned a modest sum from the photograph for the remainder of his 
life until his death in 1968. Nyberg died in 2012. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bovey,_Minnesota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bovey,_Minnesota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peddler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sod_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_(photograph)#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_(photograph)#cite_note-grandforks-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augsburg_Fortress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hand-colouring_of_photographs
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To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner,  be sure to give Wanda your email address. wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox November 27, 2022  Please have all your info to Wanda by November 20, 
2022. 

We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes,  please send them to Wanda.   wjpratt10@outlook.com 

1. Kids at Risk Bolivia ($15K). We provide hope and possibilities for chil-
dren to arrive at adulthood healthy, whole and healed. When children fail to 
reach their potential year after year, we all face a darker future. Kids at Risk 
initiatives combat; poverty, suffering from trauma, chronic hunger and lack 
of educational opportunities. Our partners do this through a variety of initia-
tives, including; support for nutritious meals, access to health care, help to 
supply school uniforms and learning materials. Programs also provide safe 
spaces for afterschool programs. Children and their families are supported 
through education about hygiene, the Bible, and family and social issues.  

2. Theological Education ($13K). More than ever, there is a need for effec-
tive, qualified, and Spirit-led pastoral leaders in the Bolivian Baptist Union 
churches. Through their studies, these men and women receive academic 
instruction in theology, Biblical studies, the practice of ministry, leader-
ship development, all delivered with a focus on the character of Christ and 
personal spiritual formation. Because of pandemic restrictions, the semi-
nary has been required to use a hybrid learning model using Zoom and the 
Moodle platform. While this has presented many challenges, it has also 
presented opportunities for students from remote areas to participate with-
out traveling to the city of Cochabamba. Overall, the partner reports that 
this has gone well to date. One student who has benefitted from this oppor-
tunity is Veronica Vargas, pictured below leading a Bible study. She says, 
"My hope is to serve to God in the missionary area…by the grace of God, 
I long to reach the remote communities of the provinces where my grand-
parents lived before."  

3. Pastoring of Pastors ($7K). Our partner has recognized 
pastors' unique challenges, especially in isolated rural areas. 
There is a need for community, spiritual care, mutual sup-
port and accountability, and encouragement if pastors will 
serve well and lead their churches towards fruitful ministry. 
This initiative provides this care and support so that local 
church ministry can flourish. The need for leaders' spiritual 
care has dramatically increased throughout the pandemic, 
causing this ministry to bloom and flourish  


