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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 

First News August September 2022      Pastor Alex 

I’m intrigued by the number of TV programmes and newspaper articles, promoting the wonders of a lifestyle in the 
country. COVID has seen people from urban backgrounds moving in droves to the country, and there has been an 
explosion of interest in keeping all sorts of pets, as people sought their ‘ideal world’. 

A care free, less stressful lifestyle is presented, and certainly there are aspects of country living that are wonderful 
as we ‘country cousins’ know. I absolutely love the rural way of life, and after spending time in the city, I can’t 
wait to get back home.  

What we used to call the old ‘normal’ seems to have disappeared, with gas and groceries and just about everything 
skyrocketing in price. The war in Ukraine continues and everything and everyone gets hit harder - we wonder 
when will this end? Is there daylight round the corner? 

A number in our church family have had to face things that are far from ideal too, like serious illness, the loss of 
precious loved ones, financial problems, relationship crises, family issues - the list goes on. 

I’m sure we’ve all heard the comment what it would be like to live in “an ideal world.” One thing is for sure, we 
know this is a world where things are not ideal, and things happen that make us ask hard questions no-one can an-
swer.  

We can try to blame others, but that just leads to anger and bitterness. Sometimes we have to act and make chang-
es, which though painful, will lead to a better way forward. 

The Bible never dodges hard questions, or painful experiences either at a personal, national, or global level. War, 
injustice, hard times, starvation and death are all there.   

Jesus entered this world as a baby facing the death threat of a tyrant, forced to be a refugee and lived in a poor fam-
ily in a rural village where Joseph was a labourer. 

Jesus was misunderstood, and finally killed. Fully God, he became fully human, seeing everything that we see, the 
greed, pain, and hard times. That’s a great comfort in our hard times. God knows what we face and how we feel. 
He cares, wanting us to turn to Him in our worries and with our fears. 

So what then of this ‘ideal world’, do we give up on it altogether? Why no! A thousand times no! 

The Bible points us not to some wishy-washy vague hope, but with certainty to an ideal world where nothing is 
broken, or ever will be again. A world where our God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 

In that ideal world there will be no evil, no wrong, or anything the Bible calls sin. For us to take our place there 
one day, requires one chief change for us all in the here and now.  

We need to become 'a new creation', as Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17, and this comes only by asking for God 
for forgiveness of our sins and trusting Jesus to be our Saviour.  

This leads to a life forever in a truly ideal world as Paul writes “so shall we be forever with the Lord.” 
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Special Dates  

July 

31 First Baptist hosts Evening service in the park 

August 

7  Terri Robertson Willis 

7 First Baptist Hosts Evening service in the park 

11 Terri and Jim Willis Anniversary 

14  Harald Rust 

14  St. Andrews Hosts Evening service in the park 

20 Bev & Earle Woolaver Anniversary 

21 New Life Assembly hosts Evening service in the park 

 24 Norm McAuslan 

September  

2  Judy Baker  

2  Sharon McGrail 

9  Bill Baker 

10 Marlie Grace White 

11  Aslan Jay 

14  Earle Woolaver 

18  Wanda Pratt 

20  Mildred White 

30  Gwen Jay 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT – July 21, 2022 

The 150th year of First Baptist church has been quite a year so far.  Throughout our Covid 19 interrup-
tions, Proclamation and Anniversary celebrations, your property committee have still remained active in 
the background.   

 

 

Here is a listing of the projects completed since May 1, 2022.   

  1 – New Front Church Step and Railing installed – May 27, 2022. ($8,237.70 tax incl.)  

  2 – Batteries replaced in Exit signs at side and rear doors – June 1, 2022. 

  4 – Dehumidifiers in basement activated to keep down humidity level – June 20, 2022. 

  5 – Front maple tree branches trimmed – June 24, 2022. 

  6 – Furnace Filters changed – June 27, 2022. 

  7 – Weeds in parking lot and around foundation sprayed on a regular basis. 

  8 - Scott O’Hara was hired to cut grass and trim around building. 

  9 - Stair-Chair Lift inspected and safety certified June 29, 2022. 

10 - New extra planting in front flower bed completed by Joyce. 

11 - New Dusk to Dawn Outside lighting at side and rear doors installed July, 19, 2022. 

12 - Parking Lot Repair – Put on hold until next year by Property Committee.   

 

Respectfully – your property committee – Joyce, Leone, Earle, Norm, Harald & Bill. 
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Missionfest support can 
start any time by making 
a note on your offering 
envelope. 

There will also be fund-
raising opportunities 
coming in the fall.  

Church in the Park has proved quite 
successful this summer.  There are 4 
weeks to go with First Baptist host-
ing July 31 and Aug 7.  St. Andrews 
Presbyterian will host Aug 14 and 
New Life Assembly will bring the 
series to a close Aug 28.   

It has been good to meet up and chat 
and worship with our neighbors and 
friends on Sunday evenings.  

Bring a lawn chair and a smile and 
be blessed! 
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To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner,  be sure to give Wanda your email address. wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox September 25th.  Please have all your info to Wanda by September 18, 
2022 

We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes,  please send them to Wanda.   wjpratt10@outlook.com 

Come and listen to local 
Indigenous Elders, 

Knowledge Keepers, 
Teachers, Storytellers,  
Ceremonial Leaders,  
Historians, Artists,  

Dancers, and Musicians 

 

Learn about: 
History and Treaties |Effects of Colonialism | Relation to the Land | Truth & Reconciliation Com-

mission and 94 Calls to Action | Impact of Residential Schools and Indian Day Schools | 60’s 
Scoop  | Ongoing Intergenerational Trauma |  Inequality in Legal, Healthcare, Education and 

Child Welfare systems | Indigenous Ceremony, Arts, Crafts, Music, and Dance 

meals will feature Indigenous food 

there will be opportunities to purchase items from various Indigenous vendors 

These sturdy tote bags (shown below)  are available to purchase for 
$20.00 each.  A portion of the proceeds will go to support Residential 
School Survivors.   


