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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 

Welcome to Spring  Pastor Alex 

“The flowers are springing up, the season of singing birds has come, and the cooing of turtledoves fills the air.” 
Song of Solomon 2:12 

Springtime is my favourite season of the year. Everything is fresh, new, and soon to bloom. If you’re like me you 
go stir-crazy if you’re inside too long, so after a long cold winter, how can you not enjoy the warmer temperatures 
and the bright sunshine upon your face?  

It’s great to see buds plumping on the trees and tulips and daffodils planted last fall poking through the ground.  
Soon the woods will turn green once more. 

As a kid growing up, I loved Spring as I watched the little lambs skipping on the hills covered with bluebells, and 
primroses growing wild on the banks of streams running into Belfast Lough 

Just as trees and plants grow and get established in the Spring, it’s also the season for spiritual growth in our lives. 

The Bible frequently uses the metaphor of plants growing to symbolize spiritual growth in the believer’s life. 
(Mk.4:14-20) God expects growth and fruit. If a plant is alive, it will grow and thrive. This is true of those that are 
spiritually alive as well.  

What ways have you seen spiritual growth in your life? Sometimes it’s difficult to tell on your own, but hopefully 
those around us see that growth and fruitfulness. Perhaps in a renewed commitment to the Word of God, or to ser-
vice in the church 

Changing seasons can teach us spiritual lessons. The first lesson that we need to learn from the changing seasons is 
that our God is a faithful God. We take it for granted that spring follows winter, summer follows spring, etc.…  

What have we done to bring about this change in seasons? Absolutely nothing! God has done it without any of our 
aid or help. Yet while we sleep and wake, day after day God has been faithfully caring for His earth – upholding it 
while it makes its yearly revolution around the sun.  

The earth never speeds up; it doesn’t slow down; it doesn’t veer off course. Rather it consistently rotates day after 
day while revolving around the sun.  

Why? Because God by the power of His might keeps it directly on course. So perfectly in fact that each season 
comes in due course. That is none other than the perfect faithfulness of our God. 

As you enjoy Spring, do you need to be reminded of God’s faithfulness? Perhaps it’s been a particularly challeng-
ing year and life has been anything but consistent for you.  

Isn’t it good to be reminded that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever? That His faithfulness is ever the 
same, and that faithfulness is applied to you as His child. That He loves you and never leaves you or forsakes you. 
We can rely upon Him as the firm foundation for our feet and more faithful than the changing seasons. 

May we by God’s grace be growing individually and collectively. Happy Spring everyone! 
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Hold the Date 

April 9  Diane O’Dell Birthday 

April 10  10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday 

April 15  Good Friday service at St. Pauls 

April 17 10:30 a.m. Easter Sunday 

April 18  7:00 a.m.—8:45 p.m. Proclamation  

  1:00 p.m. Civic Leaders read at Proclamation 

April 19 7:00 a.m.- 8:45 p.m. Proclamation 

April 20 7:00 a.m.-8:45 p.m. Proclamation 

April 21 7:00 a.m.-8:45 p.m. Proclamation 

April 22 7:00 a.m.- 8:45 p.m. Proclamation 

April 23 7:00 a.m.-8:45 p.m. Proclamation 

April 24 Donna McAuslan Birthday 

April 24 1:00 p.m. –8:45 p.m. Proclamation 

  1:00 p.m. First Responders and Service Clubs read 

April 25 Sara Rust Birthday 

April 25  7:00 a.m.—8:45 p.m. Proclamation 

April 26 Rebecca Rust Birthday 

  Jessica McAuslan Birthday 

April 26 7:00 a.m.—8:45 p.m. Proclamation 

April 27 7:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m. Proclamation 

  8:00 p.m.  Celebration of Praise 

April 28 George McPhee Birthday 

  Carol Rankin Birthday 

May 1  Rebecca McAuslan Birthday 

May 1  10:30 a.m.  150th Anniversary Service  - Brian Horribin 
  speaking, Youth Choir doing special music 

May 1  1:00 150th Anniversary Dinner at the Legion 

May 6  Elsie Jones Birthday 

May 11 Robert Dillon Birthday 

May 12 Wendy Loosley Birthday 

May 18 Betty McPhee Birthday 

May 28  Gail Burgess Birthday 

May 23 Victoria Day 

May 29 John & Sharon McGrail Anniversary 

 

Ladies Bible Study is back to ‘in 
person’ again in the fellowship hall. 

The study begins at 10:00 a.m. 

All ladies are welcome.   Please con-
tact Sara if you would like a book. 
“In Fullness of Joy”.   The cost is 
aprox. $20.00.   

Yes, there will be 
an Easter Choir!  

We practice Wed. 
At 2:00 p.m.  
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shaped by love | 
shaped to love 

gather your friends and 
family in-person then join 

online for this time of 
worship, great teaching 

and nourishing workshops 
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The story of ABTS  
Student Geylan from Syria 

 
My husband, kids and I used to live in Aleppo. When the war broke out in 2011, we left Aleppo and took 
refuge in Afrin. In 2018, when the Turkish forces raided Afrin, and the war broke out there, my daughter 
started having epileptic seizures at the loud sounds of explosions. We had to flee Afrin and, once more, re-
turn to Aleppo. When my husband was about to be taken into mandatory military conscription, we fled to 
Lebanon. 
 
In Lebanon, we came across a Kurdish speaking church service led by ABTS graduate Nabou Abbas. I was 
a non-Christian, but my husband had already begun attending the church. “You will feel so peaceful if you 
go,” he would tell me. 
 
It was a struggle for me since I grew up believing that Christ did not die and rise again. After discussing the 
matter with my husband, we agreed that we would seek God together. We didn’t just want the truth revealed 
in a dream. We asked God to reveal it to us in a tangible way. The next day, my husband called me from 
work and asked me to go outside. It was around 3pm at that time, and yet, the sky was so dark! 
 
We had seen how darkness fell upon the earth as Jesus died on the cross in a film about Jesus, so we both 
believed that this was a sign from God. We began to attend Bible studies at church, and as the pastor spoke about Jesus’ divinity, I could not 
accept his words. I didn’t share my concerns with my husband; I prayed alone. I was sure that God would reveal the truth to me.  
 
As I prayed, I asked God why He had allowed us to go through wars and lose our home. I asked Him if Jesus was really God. Then, as I slept, 
I saw my spirit leave my body and ascend high up. As I watched my body from above, I saw a white object glimmering brightly. To my right, 
I saw a cross, and before me, I saw a tree. The names of the prophets were written on that tree. Then, I heard a voice say, “This is the cross on 
which my Son gave Himself for you. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Follow Him.” 
 
One Sunday, there was a celebration at a church that a non-Christian religious leader attended. After the meeting, the pastor honored the reli-
gious leader and gave him a Bible. While giving his thank you speech, he said that he didn’t fully understand the Kurdish language, but that he 
was happy to take the Bible and that all the nations of the earth should know the way of Jesus. Being a non-Christian myself, his words held 
much significance. All people should know Jesus, even the religious leader who uttered those words. 

Our fourth grader celebrated his birthday on 
crutches, so he couldn’t carry the cupcakes into 
school without help. I asked our sixth-grader, 
Noah, to help his brother carry them in. “I 
could,” he said, “but I’d prefer not to.” Spotting 
a teaching moment, my husband asked Noah, 
“What would Jesus do?” Noah answered, “Jesus 
would heal him so he could carry his own cup-
cakes.” —Rachel Nichols  
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Proclamation - a ten day read through 

of the whole Bible happening at First Baptist 
Church beginning Monday, April 18, 7am and 
culminating in a Festival of Praise Wednes-
day, April 27 at 8pm. If you are able to read, 
or cover for others who last minute can’t read, 
or are willing to pray for those who come and 
the prayer requests they entrust to us, or 
would like to help offer hospitality, please let 
us know. Invite your friends and family as 
well. This is a community event, and every-
one is welcome! 

We are praying Proclamation will be a testi-
mony of Christian unity centred on the Bible, 
and that hundreds of lives will be touched by 
the reading of God’s Word. We are praying 
that onlookers will realize the Word of God is 
still living and relevant today. May many be 
ministered to throughout Proclamation, and 
may our church go on well beyond our anni-
versary celebration of “150 years of faith and 
fellowship” by continuing to stand on the 
eternal Word of God! 

This event is hosted in cooperation with the 
Canadian Bible Society. Any who are willing 
to participate may be in touch with Diane, 
Donna, Wanda, Alex, Jan, Cheryl, Harald or 
Sara. You may also sign up at the back of the 
church or email fbc150@outlook.com. 

To volunteer, sign up at the church or contact 
these co-ordinators: 

Hospitality : Diane O’Dell 

Prayer:  Donna McAuslan 

Reading: Wanda Pratt 

A priest buys a lawn mower at a yard sale. 
Back home, he pulls on the starter rope a few 
times with no results. He storms back to the 
yard sale and tells the previous owner, “I can’t 
get the mower to start!” “That’s because you 
have to curse to get it started,” says the 
man. “I’m a man of the cloth. I don’t 
even remember how to curse.” “You 
keep pulling on that rope, and it’ll come 
back to you.” —Submitted by Rose 
Mattix  

mailto:fbc150@outlook.com
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 When I think of Isaiah’s words, “And he will be called … Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his gov-
ernment and peace there will be no end.” (Is 9:6-7), I wonder how much this peace is truly present in our 
churches and the surrounding community today. 
 
When I think of Paul’s words “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding” (Phil. 4:7), I 
think to myself, where is that peace that transcends worldly understanding? 

How do we handle and bring change to power struggles? Should we revisit our theology of martyrdom and its manifestation? What kind of 
power do we have as Christians? These are some of the questions our churches should be asking today.  
 
In the past few chapters, we described how the new direction at ABTS is steering our approach to leadership formation in a way that serves 
the growing needs of the Arab Church. In this chapter, I want to focus on how we are changing our approach to peacemaking and shifting it 
to where it belongs, at the heart of ABTS. 
 
Our IMES-led peace initiatives have impacted the Lebanese community for the past several years, especially with regards to Christian-
Muslim relations, and they have taught us many lessons at ABTS. Today, as part of our new direction, we are taking peacemaking to two 
other places; first, the ABTS community, and second, the local evangelical churches, in preparation to impact the Arab world in the years to 
come. 
 
Before expounding on these two points, I would like to dwell on the wider concept of peacemaking in the Bible.  
 
Peacemaking according to the Bible, by its very nature, conflicts with dominant culture and human nature. None of us, human beings, have a 
natural inclination to obey Christ's commandments, to love our enemies, to admit mistakes, to confront others with love, to seek the benefit 
of others, and to forgive those who offend us. Our natural instinct in a time of conflict is to do the opposite of what God calls us to do. 
 
The solution is the Gospel, and the good news is that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, and make us children who reflect His 
image, by paying the price for our sins with His death and resurrection. He came to revive us with the Holy Spirit and by the power of His 
word (and its obedience) which is God's power for salvation. When we believe this, we put our trust in Christ Jesus and His ability to com-
plete His work to perfection. We learn how to respond to tension and conflict constructively and overcome our innate weaknesses. 
 
This wonderful news can radically change the way we respond to conflict. The Lord, through the Gospel, enables us to become peacemakers 
like Christ. As we stand in amazement at His unparalleled grace, we find more joy in glorifying and obeying God than in our pursuit of self-
ish ends. 
 
It is also necessary to note that the Bible's concept of peace touches, embraces, and energizes every possible relationship. We are created to 
live in peace with God, with every human being, with the entire natural world (living and inanimate) and with ourselves. 
 
The biblical picture is quite clear: The kingdom of God is the kingdom of peace. It is evidenced by the presence of peace, and peace appears 
in all its aspects and qualities. Peace is the earthly expression of all the attributes of God's heavenly abode. “Because the kingdom of God 
is ... righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Rom 14:17) 
 
God is a peace-loving God, and a peacemaking God. The whole history of redemption, climaxing in the death and resurrection of Jesus, is 
God’s strategy to bring about a just and lasting peace between people and Himself, and then between an individual and another individual. 
 
God’s children ought to have the character of their Father. What He loves, they ought to love. What He pursues, they ought to pursue. What 
He desires, they ought to desire. They ought to seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness. 
 
That is why, at ABTS, we want to challenge our students, faculty, staff, leadership, board, and partners, to walk the talk. Every member at 
ABTS becomes a peacemaker. We need to work on restoring a culture of love, a culture of unity, and a culture of peace. Peace “making” is 
what the children of God are best at doing or should be doing. Peacemakers change the world, mend relationships, reconcile, destroy enmity 
and racism, heal wounds, and restore families, communities, and nations. Peacemakers are at the front lines while the enemy, Satan, destroys 
relations and builds walls of hatred, fear, and enmity. We are asking God to use us as His weapon for healing, restoring, and reconciling. 
 
So, we pray, and we take whatever practical initiatives we can to make peace, beginning with something as simple as loving the other. Alt-
hough we might not always succeed, we long for peace, work for peace, and sacrifice for peace. But we know that the full attainment of 
peace may not come. We do peacemaking because of who we are in Christ, because of our identity, not because of whether the other de-
serves it or not, and not depending on whether it will succeed or not. We are bringing peacemaking to the core of ABTS; peacemaking and 
the Gospel go hand in hand. 
 
The second thing we are doing at ABTS is researching and seeing where we have fallen short, as Arab local churches, in glorifying God as 
we face all kinds of conflict. The purpose of this is to raise awareness and engage in workshops asking the Holy Spirit to help us understand 
and act according to the Heavenly Father’s will for humanity. 
 
We will take this experience to serve and walk alongside our local churches. Peacemaking is not only about reconciliation, but also about 
bringing a community into a healthier state. Peacemaking becomes any action, training or teaching that unlocks the potential of a person or 
community to act and be more like Christ. The Church then becomes a model for peacemaking and a force for change by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, dealing with epidemic cultural and national issues. We will be documenting and reporting stories and identifying gaps that need 
reshaping, testing out modified models of peacemaking initiatives. As we learn, this data will continuously impact our curriculum in order to 
produce peacemaking students that impact the rest of the world through their local communities.  
 

https://abtslebanon.org/new-strategic-direction/
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COVID-19 Restrictions and our Church  

Our church continues to follow government directives about Covid -19.  It seems to be ever changing.  Moving to-
wards a more “normal” church experience.  

We closed the church at the end of Dec. 2021 since the Covid-19 numbers in our community were on the up tick and 
some people in our congregation were infected by this virus.   

We safely reopened on Feb. 6, 2022 and moved forward with dropping some practices such as contact tracing, and 
disinfecting our pews after each Sunday Service. 

As we have seen, Covid -19 is continually changing and the Government responses change with this virus. The fol-
lowing public health and workplace safety measures came into effect March 1, 2022.  Like a bandage being ripped 
off the province lifted restrictions. The province moved from Step 3 to the Exit Step of Its Reopening Ontario Act. 

capacity limits lifted  

mask/face coverings requirements and passive screening in place (posting of signage) 

physical distancing is no longer a requirement 

Safety Plan required to be developed 

Allowing eating and drinking in the church with guidelines in effect 

Once again, three weeks later on March 21, 2022 the government ended mask mandates in churches.   

We also are not subject to regulatory requirements, such as Covid safety plans and screening. 

Further to this, on April 27, 2022 essentially all public health measures against Covid end.  That was a long two 
years coming. 

 Let’s keep each other safe as we move forward in our walk together. We’re still taking precautions against Covid-
19.  Let’s be kind and considerate to one another.  

Donna McAuslan 

 

A Christian guy named Bill saw an ad online for a Christian 
horse, so he went to check it out. The horse’s owner said, “It’s 
easy to ride him. Just say ‘Praise the Lord!’ to make him go 
and ‘Amen!’ to make him stop.” Bill got on the horse and 
said, “Praise the Lord!” Sure enough, the horse started to 
walk. “Praise the Lord!” he said again, and the horse began to 
trot. “Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!” he yelled, and the 
horse broke into a gallop. Bill was enjoying his ride so much 
that he almost didn’t notice the cliff he and the horse were 
about to go over. Bill shouted “AMEN!” at the top of his 
lungs, and the horse stopped right at the edge of the cliff. Re-

lieved, Bill said, “Phew! Praise the Lord!” —Submitted by 

Z.S. via rd.com  
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To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner,  be sure to give Wanda your email address. wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox May 29, 2022  Please have all your info to Wanda by May 22,2022. 

We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes,  please send them to Wanda.   wjpratt10@outlook.com 

    

As of the end of February 2022, we have provided 292 surgeries for Cataracts.
 Will we make 300 by May 1?   
    February 2022 $1,013.00 

   January 2022  $  951.00 

   December 2021 $1,546.00 

   November 2021 $2,425.00 

   October 2021  $1,566.00 

   September 2021 $1,535.00 

   August 2021  $2,301.00 

   July 2021  $1,185.00 

   June 2021  $   800.00 

   May 2021  $1,290.00  

   Total            $14,612.00 

$14,612.00 

Missionfest is Back! 

 

The Association is gearing up for Missionfest this year and it 
is proposed to be assisting people in Bolivia in three different 
areas:   Kids at Risk,  

 Theological Education,  

 Pastoring of Pastors.    

Other details and being put together but this is the outline of 
ministry which has been worked on to take shape this year.   

All the best, sincerely, Harald   


