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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 

Speak Just a Word (1 Peter 3:15)               Pastor Alex 

 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” 

Our text for today gives a great summary of the heart of our faith: How can we make a formal spoken defense of 
our faith? It’s not an easy thing to do. 

Most of us want to think that our lives are statement enough about our faith. “We will just live our faith,” we say, 
“and everyone will know by our lives that we are Christians.” Of course, the problem is that they won’t know.  

First of all, we’re not really good enough to let our lives be our witness. If we think we are, then we need to look 
carefully at what the Bible says about pride. There are plenty of people who live good and upright lives who are 
not believers in Jesus Christ. 

So that leaves us with the need to give a spoken defense. How can we make a formal spoken defense of our faith? 

The first step is for us to say the name of Jesus. I’m afraid that some people are so timid about their faith that the 
name of our Saviour never crosses their lips. How can anyone know of our faith if we never say his name? 

The name of Jesus doesn’t just belong within the church walls. We may be comfortable talking about our faith and 
our spiritual pilgrimage here or with Christian friends. But somehow we need to find a way to speak of our faith to 
those who do not have faith. 

The second step in our witness involves telling what a difference Jesus has made in our lives. What we may 
believe about Jesus is not as effective a witness as the difference Jesus has made in our lives. People may not care 
that we believe that Jesus was the virgin-born Son of God. 

An alcoholic was once asked if he believed the story about Jesus turning water into wine. The man replied, “I don’t 
really know what happened at the wedding at Cana. All I can tell you is what happened to me. At my house, Jesus 
turned money for booze into money for furniture!” 

Two of our congregation, Larry Ainsworth and Chuck Montgomery can testify to this truth. If Jesus has made no 
difference in our lives, then we really don’t have anything to say in defense of our faith.. The Psalmist reminds us 
with these powerful words. “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.” 

The third thing we can do to give an effective witness is to use “I statements.” We testify when we say, “I.” It’s 
very difficult to argue with someone who uses the word “I” to tell about their own experience with Jesus. 

According to our text, another step in our witness is to do it with “gentleness and respect.” Many people are afraid 
to give a witness for Christ because they think they’re supposed to “button-hole” people and wrestle with them un-
til they accept Christ as their Saviour.  

But that’s the role of the Holy Spirit. Our job is to give a witness for the Lord, and to do it with gentleness and re-

spect. May God help us to be burning and shining lights for Him. 
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Special Dates 

 

Sundays 10:30  Zoom church until further 
notice 

January 15 Leone Mater Birthday 

January 24 Daniel Rust Birthday 

January 28 Helen McDonald Birthday 

March 3  Bryce Blancher Birthday 

March 15 Rick Jay Birthday 

March 19 Cara Brandon Birthday 

March 21 Bev Woolaver Birthday 

March 22 Joyce Finlayson Birthday 

March 23 Jaden Burdett Birthday 

Listen Sister! 

Do you ever feel like your life is a freakshow?  Hold my coffee.  Tess Scott, a local 
author has written a fun book with lots of insight into how to manage such a life.   

Listen Sister! is that book.  Tess and her husband have a blended family of eight—
that is right—eight boys so there is a lot of opportunity for freakish moments that 
Tess combines with scripture and words to live by.   

Each chapter is only about 2 or 3 pages, so each succinct incident is tightly written to 
get to the heart of the matter.  The book Listen Sister! Will be released in June of 
2022, but she does have advance copies available for $20.00. 

Tess grew up in the Watford area and now lives in Sarnia.  All her eight  - that’s 
right—eight boys and their spouses and children live in Lambton County.  Tess and 
her husband attend Bluewater Baptist church in Sarnia.  

Tess is available at https://tessscott.com/ 

 

****** 

Searching for a Stranger and Finding Myself 

Former member Wendy Scott-Hawkins has written a true adventure story about her 
years long search for her half brother.  Wendy was raised in Arkona where she began 
her faith journey, but also had some real life questions about her family.   

As she began to dig out the answers to some of those questions,  she found even more 
questions.  A tragedy in her young life was the basis for much of the drama as she 
worked thought the many sources of information about her long lost half brother.   

Each step along the way provided more and more strength for her own character and 
determination to continue her search.   

Wendy’s book is available from Tais Art Studio in Petrolia,  Coles and The Bookkeep-
er in Sarnia.  You can contact her on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
wendy.scotthawkins 
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Property Committee Report – January 2022 

Due to the latest wave of Covid 19, our church has suspended all in person services and meetings until 
further notice.  Services and meetings will still continue via Zoom. Even though the church is closed for 
the present time, your Property Committee continues to monitor the condition of the church premises 
and repair or replace any items that we feel require attention. 

Since our last report -   

1 – All furnace filters changed on December 20, 2021. 

2 – New hardwired pulpit microphone with an on/off switch was purchased and installed  December 8, 
2021. 

3 – The Wireless hand held microphone developed a faulty on/off switch and was taken  by Horizon to 
be sent in for repairs Dec. 8th.  The repaired microphone and  wireless unit  will be re-installed on Janu-
ary 19th.  It was repaired under warranty  but a shipping charge to return it to the manufacturer applies.  

4 – East face of the front entrance tower was cladded with vertical metal siding on November 10th to 
prevent further leakage through the deteriorating brick. This appears to have fixed our leakage problem 
for the present time. 

5– Total driveway maintenance have been contracted to do the snow removal on our  church parking 
lot and driveway. 

6 – Scott O’Hara has been hired to do the snow shoveling on an at-need basis.  He has  been doing a 
very efficient job at keeping things cleaned out and safe. 

The church building continues to be checked daily, church emails are checked every day, and the 
church telephone continues to be monitored twice daily. 

Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, Joyce, Lee, Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill.  

Many thanks to all who helped decorate our church for Christmas. It was 
beautiful inside and out!  Our Millie was helping again this year even 
with some health challenges!    
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  Support of the On-going Work at the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary 

 

During the Fall, the deacons received a request from Canadian Baptist Minis-
tries to consider a special  support donation to assist our missionaries who work 
with the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary in Beirut Lebanon.  

 The two missionary couples are Elie and Mireille Haddad plus Emad and Al-
mass Botros (and their two sons) and they receive our monthly support in the 
amount of one hundred dollars per couple but it was decided that we would send 
an additional amount of  $1000.00 in view of the great societal difficulties which 

exist in Lebanon.  There has been for example, an 80 % reduction in the value of the currency in Lebanon, and there 
has been additionally a great deal of problems with inflation, energy scarcity, electrical blackouts and a great deal of 
unrest in the streets.     

Communication from our two missionary couples is typically characterized by a great deal of confidence in the Lord 
and reports of their making use of many opportunities to share with and help others.   It is evident that the problems 
there are very disheartening and do require all the more dedication to living with enabling faith in the Lord’s provi-
sion.  It is our hope that good things will continue to be done in this unique opportunity for theological education in 
the Arab-speaking part of the world and to assist those in a great deal of need which are found all around the troubled 
country.     

More information can always easily be found at CBMin.org where there are accounts of the work of many of our de-
nomination missionaries and their partners in quite a few countries and regions of the world.   

 

January Comments from Deacon Harald 

 

During the past months, we deacons and our Pastor have continued to meet either in person or using Zoom 
technology (or otherwise, to confer using e-mail or telephone) to stay in touch with one another and with oth-
ers in our local church.   

Thankfully we had a good Christmas Eve service followed by Sunday service on the 26th of December.  

After that, it became clear that the prudent and careful thing to do was to move to Zoom services for the next 
few Sunday since there were some Covid ailments within our congregation.  We can be thankful that those 
who were ill among us evidently bounced back quite quickly and appear to have restored health.   Others con-
tinue with healing and recuperation of other sorts and we do keep all in prayer.   

It looks as though at least four Sundays of January will be times with “Zoom” church.  It appears positive at 
the time of writing that students will resume in-person studies at the local public schools and in this there is 
some continuing hope that things will possibly soon become more like back to normal.   

Thankfully our church family is a place of stability, encouragement, hope, and focus on the Lord.  I think of-
ten of the Psalm 119 : 165 verse which says,  “Great peace have they who love your Law, and nothing 
can make them stumble”.   I trust that you have confidence that many good days lie ahead.   
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Parade 

 

First Baptist participated in the Petrolia Santa 
Claus Parade on Saturday, December 4. Our 
theme was “Jesus is the heart of Christmas” 
which was reiterated in the message of our 
Christmas Tree sign erected on our Church lawn 
for the Christmas season. Seven kids, as well as a 
few adults, had a great time riding on the float 
that day. While waiting for the parade to begin, 
we had a short story and a game for the children. 
Local service clubs were kindly handing out hot 
chocolate to help keep everyone warm. The float 
was an opportunity to be present as a church in 
our community and let people know that we will 
soon be celebrating 150 years of faith and fellow-
ship. By the grace of God may we continue to be 
a light in our community in 2022. 

Please be in prayer for our anniversary team.  Plans are in a 
state of flux as they are for everyone and every  group.   

The committee would like to invite former pastors to come for 
a Sunday some time during the year,  depending on COVID-
19.   

The committee is still planning for a fellowship dinner in con-
junction with our Anniversary, but are not sure of COVID-19 
restrictions for May.   

Because of the uncertainty of  COVID,  plans for out 10 day 
read through of the Bible,  Proclamation, are on hold until the 
end of January.  

As we wait for further updates regarding these things,  we also 
are trying to make “Plan B’ plans.   

Are you wrinkled from worry? 

Come to church for a "faith lift"! 

 

ATM Inside. 

Atonement - Truth - Mercy 

 

When life isn't a bed of roses, look to 
the One who wore the thorns. 

 

Not all questions can be answered by 
Google. 
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To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner,  be sure to give Wanda your email address. wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox January 30, 2022  Please have all your info to Wanda by January 23, 2022. 

We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes,  please send them to Wanda.   wjpratt10@outlook.com 

       $15,000 goal 
   December    $1,546.00 

   November   $2,425.00 
 

   October    $1,566.00 

   September    $1,535.00 

   August   $2,301.00 

   July    $1,185.00 

   June    $   800.00 

   May    $1,290.00  

   Total   $12,648.00 

$12,648.00 

Ladies Bible Study 

The Ladies Bible 
Study is continuing to 
work through the book 
of Philippians. There 
is so much glean from 
the example of Paul’s 
life and his instruction 
to the Philippian be-
lievers. We are chal-
lenged to keep grow-
ing in our faith as we 

also uphold one another in prayer. We are 
currently meeting by zoom Wednesday 
mornings at 10:00. Please let Sara know at 
hsrust2@gmail.com if you would like to be 
sent a link to join us. 

By the looks of this,  our cup will be overflowing even before our anniversary!  Well done First Family! 

mailto:hsrust2@gmail.com

