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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 

What’s In a Name?                        Pastor Alex 

"You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins" (v. 21, RSV).  

One of the tasks that confront every parent is the job of coming up with a name for their new baby. I remember 
that struggle for our three children. I can’t imagine what my mother must have gone through trying to find names 
for her 6 sons and 4 daughters!  

Some names are immediately dismissed because they don’t sound right. Some names are dismissed because you 
associate them with certain people who are weird, people you don’t like, or because the names have certain stereo-
types that go with them. 

As much as we care about names, the people of the Bible cared even more. Names were most often picked because 
of the meaning of the name. So when we read names in the Bible they haven’t been selected simply because they 
“sounded cool”. 

In Matthew's account of the Christmas story, we discover the meaning of Jesus' name, the miracle behind it, and 
the message it holds for our lives. 

Names used to carry more meaning than they do today. The name George, for instance, meant that you were a 
farmer. Martin denoted one who was mighty in battle. Phillips were horse lovers and Roberts were famous. 

Names don’t carry those kinds of meanings today, although social scientists tell us we do associate certain quali-
ties with certain names. We expect Richards to be handsome and Mary’s to be quiet. 

Names were especially important to the Hebrews. The prophets often selected names for their children which 
would communicate a message. It was important for the special child whom Mary carried to receive the proper 
name. So God sent his messenger to say, "Call him Jesus." 

Why Jesus? We get an indication in the phrase "for he will save his people from their sins." Jesus was a common 
name in first-century Palestine. 

The angel said, "Call him Jesus," because this child would be the Saviour. He would not follow the popular path of 
saving the people politically, however. He would take on Himself the unpopular task of saving the people from 
their own sinfulness. He was called Jesus because He would save His people from their sins by his death on a cross 
and glorious resurrection. 

Isn't it sad that the Christmas message often gets buried beneath a pile of tinsel and wrapping paper? In the mean-
ing of Jesus' name and the miracle behind it, God has a message for us today and the message is this. 

"Call his name Jesus” for he will save his people from their sins." The message of Christmas humbles us by con-
fronting us with our need of a Saviour.  

The question is often raised by people as to whether a person can be a Christian and not believe in the virgin birth 

of Christ.  I answer it this way: Belief in the virgin birth of Christ is not the question, but belief in the Christ who 

was born of a virgin is the question.  It is not belief about the virgin birth that saves, but Christ who saves. Call 

Him Jesus, the angel said. A beautiful Name, A Matchless Name! 
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Hold the Date 

 

November 28 10:30 a.m.  1st Sunday in Advent 

December 5 10:30 a.m. 2nd Sunday in Advent 

December 12 10:30 a.m. 3rd Sunday in Advent 

December 14   Jean Bradshaw Birthday 

December 19 10:30 a.m. 4 th Sunday in Advent 

December 24 ????  Christmas Eve Service 

December 25   Merry Christmas 

December 25   Ariel Jay Birthday 

January 1, 2022  Happy New Year 

January 6 11:00 a.m.  150 Committee 

January 8   Ron & Wanda Anniversary 

January 10 11a.m.  Proclamation Meeting 

January 28   Jessica Jay Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Thanks to everyone who participat-
ed.  We sent 19 shoeboxes to chil-
dren around the world to show them 
the love of Jesus! 

Scarves, Hats and Mittens are welcome to be donated to our church Mitton tree starting 
November 7 until November  28.   

They will all go to the Christmas For Everyone campaign.  Last year over 400 hampers 
were assembled that impacted aprox. 400 children.  

Ladies Bible Study will take a Christmas 
break from Dec 8—January 12, 2022 

The study begins at 10:00 a.m. 

All ladies are welcome.   Please contact 
Sara if you would like a book. “In Full-
ness of Joy”.   The cost is aprox. $20.00.   
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Property Committee Report – November 2021 

Our church has now been open for in person services for a few months.  Your Property Committee con-
tinues to monitor the condition of the church premises and repair or replace any items that we feel re-
quire attention. 

Since our last report -   

1 – New gas space heater for Pastor Alex’s office installed October 4, 2021. 

2 – Parking lines and handicap insignias painted on November 5, 2021. 

3 – East face of the front entrance tower was cladded with vertical metal siding on November 10, 2021 to 
prevent further leakage through the deteriorating brick. 

4 – New toilet in Main floor bathroom and new electric water heater will be installed by  Plympton 
Plumbing at their convenience. 

5 – Leaves are being taken care of by Joyce, Bill and Harald. 

6 – Donna and Joyce continue to take care of the weekly cleaning and disinfecting of  our sanctuary to 
ensure we have a safe and clean place for worship. 

The church building continues to be checked daily, church emails are checked every day, and the 
church telephone continues to be monitored twice daily. 

Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, Joyce, Lee, Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill.  

Report from Deacons for Nov. Newsletter 

 

I include an excerpt from my report to the November business meeting:  

    The four deacons and Pastor Alex have had regular (approximately month) meetings through the                

    late Spring, Summer, and early Fall (usually in person) but occasionally using Zoom.  

    Deacons and Pastor have had discussion of and prayer about spiritual issues and concerns of our local   

    church as well as discussion and decisions relating to business matters for congregational life. 

    There has been planning of events, hearing of the Pastor’s report monthly, and hearing deacon- delivered  

    reports on all of the standing committees with some recommendations being forwarded to these committees.    

It is expected that there will be new things to discuss and bring forward in the days to come such as fu-
ture youth ministry ideas, spending and ministry priorities, and of course spiritual health of all associated 
with us.   

We look forward to a full Fall and Winter and look forward to progress in good fellowship with one anoth-
er and fellowship and service to the Lord.       

 

Sincerely, Harald Rust 
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The 150 Committee has been busy all fall with special events.   

Some of the standout ones were the guest speaker, Laura Bar-
rons who talked about the Fall Feasts of Israel and the Launch 
of our 150th anniversary book.   

Currently we are working on a float for the Christmas parade 
for December 4 and helping as needed for the other events in 
the church 

Starting in January, more plans will be put into action as we 
ramp up for our big celebration in May. 

The one huge event is Proclamation,  a 10 day reading of the 
complete Bible.  We are in the process of finding people to 
read.  We are planning to have 2 special times for reading—
one on Easter Monday when we invite local dignitaries  to read 
and the next one on April 24 when we invite first responders to 
read.  We are also inviting other local churches to participate 
with readers.  We are praying for an amazing time of unity 
within our local Christian Community.  

Proclamation will finish April 27  in time for us to get ready 
for a huge day of celebration May 1. We have a special speak-
er, special music and a special meal.  More information will be 
distributed in the next newsletter.   

 

 

The fall newsletter from the Pregnancy Centre 
shows that they have had a busy time during the 
pandemic. 

1. They have provided over 155 care packages, 
109 of them delivered because some clients do 
not have transportation  

2. They have also given labour bags and Wel-
come Baby Baskets to those bringing home a 
baby.  

3. Their clients are responding well to their vir-
tual appointments.   

4. The Pregnancy Centre is in it’s 32nd year of 
operation.  (First Baptist has been part of that 
heritage for a good part of that 32 years) 

5. Of course the pandemic has made funds diffi-
cult and all donations are welcome.  Infor-
mation can be found on their web site: https://
www.pregnancycentre.org/.   They also have a 
facebook presence.  

6. A prayer point:  During the last election there 
were plans to revoke their charitable status 
because of misinformation that had been cir-
culated about the motivations behind their 
care of people with unplanned pregnancies. 

 “Faith is seeing light with your heart when all your eyes see is darkness.” 
Anonymous 

“Faith.  

It does not make things easy, it makes them possible.” Anonymous 
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To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner,  be sure to give Wanda your email address. wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox January 30, 2022  Please have all your info to Wanda by January 23, 2022. 

We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes,  please send them to Wanda.   wjpratt10@outlook.com 

   $15,000 goal 

   October Donations   $1,566.00 

   September   $1,535.00 

   August  $2,301.00 

   July   $1,185.00 

   June   $   800.00 

   May   $1,290.00  

   Total   $8,677.00 

$8,677.00 

Having a clear faith, based on the creed of the church is often labeled today as fundamentalism. 
Whereas relativism, which is letting oneself be tossed and swept along by every wind of teaching, 
look like the only attitude acceptable to today's standards.   Pope Benedict XVI 

I gave in, and admitted that God was God.      C. S. Lewis 

Believers, look up - take courage. The angels are nearer than you think.  Billy Graham 

A man filled with the love of God is not content with blessing his family alone, but ranges through 
the whole world, anxious to bless the whole human race.     Joseph Smith, Jr. 

Belief in a cruel God makes a cruel man.       Thomas Paine 
 

Love, hope, fear, faith - these make humanity; These are its sign and note and character.  

            Robert Browning 
 


