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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship
First News August September 2021 Daniel 6:3 Mirror Mirror On the Wall

Pastor Alex

''Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the
king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.''
We probably don't remember when we first heard the story of “Mirror Mirror On the Wall.” When we did we were
absolutely fascinated by it. But when was the first time that we saw ourselves in a mirror. ''Who is this person looking back at me?'' Then what made the mirror really fascinating was when it finally dawned on us, ''I'm looking at me!
This is what I really look like.''
The mirror becomes increasingly important in your life, whether we’re about to go to school, about to go to work, or
about to go on a date, or about to get married. The one thing we make sure we do before we leave the house is we
look in the mirror. The reason is the mirror never lies. There’s nothing fake or hidden in your mirror-image.
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when you look in the mirror? Do we see the most important thing about all of us and
Douglas
that is our character? If your mirror were to reflect what you are in the inside, what would you see or more importantly what should you see?
Your reputation is what people think you are when they see you through a window. Character is what you know
you are when you see yourself in the mirror. The question is, what makes up good character? What would be the
character traits that would be true of you?
I would like to suggest the first thing that people would know about you is the trait exhibited by Daniel, who distinguished himself by his exceptional qualities, namely integrity.
I'm reminded of the woman who wrote a letter to Revenue Canada: "Dear Sir, I can't sleep. Last year, when I filled
out my income tax form, I misrepresented my income. Enclosed is a check for $325. If I still can't sleep, I'll send you
the rest." Some integrity!
For seven decades, Daniel had proven himself to be a man of absolute, complete, impeccable integrity. Integrity is
the cream that always rises to the top. Integrity trumps ability every time. There’s no limit to how far anyone can go
if they know they can always be trusted to do the right thing. Daniel’s character was a cut above everybody else.

Integrity doesn't go with the flow. Integrity doesn't follow the crowd. Integrity stands its ground. Integrity doesn't
listen to polls. Integrity lives for principles. Talk is cheap. Integrity never just talks the talk, it walks the walk. It
never veers off course. It never takes a short-cut. It never cuts corners. It stands tall. It stands tough and it stands true
to what is right.
If you were building a house made out of character, the foundation of that house would be integrity. Integrity is more
important than fame or fortune. It’s more important than position, possessions, or popularity. What you accomplish
will make your name known, but your integrity will determine whether your name is worth knowing.

Daniel was a man who I believe was the epitome of the word ''integrity.
May we never become a nation that doesn't know what the word "integrity" means.
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Local Outreach!
Our construction fellows sure do love their snacks!
They work hard to make our street functional and we
appreciate all their work.
If you are interested in helping, please contact Cheryl.
We have been providing cookies, chips and cold drinks
each Thursday afternoon for their 3:00 break.
Anniversary Committee
Ten months from now is our big celebration for 150
years as a congregation. Plans are still being made for a
grand celebration May 1, 2022 and there are some other
things that will be happening as a lead up to such an
amazing achievement.
Our Anniversary Mission Project is highlighted on page
7. Janet Whitlock is the lead person for that project.
Things will really get started in September this year.
Jews For Jesus will be here September 19, talking about
the ‘Fall Feasts in Israel”.

Also on September 19, we are planning to launch our
new history book with lots of pictures showing activities
of the church from the last 150 years.

On hot days, they sure do enjoy Phil’s bench and the
shade of the tree.
Prayers for this small ministry would be appreciated.

We have decided to plan for a ‘church family reunion’
September 25. It will be an open house format from 1—
5 at the church. We are hoping to see many former
members, Sunday School students and friends.

For our Anniversary Book, we are planning a few pages
of comments from the congregation. Can you please
tell us what is your favorite memory or blessing from
First Baptist. You can write it our and put it in the Pratt
mailbox at the back of the sanctuary or email wjpratt10@outlook.com

Watch for info for programs that will probably start in
September. They will be announced from the pulpit
and put on Facebook and the Web Site and maybe
weekly bulletins
Bible Study for all
Ladies Bible Study
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Debb Pitel is an author, wife, mom, lover of horses and successful local entrepreneur who is a staunch and passionate advocate for mental health and suicide awareness. Debb uses her connections with health professionals to raise
awareness and fundraise for these causes that are dear to her heart.
She has written a book about her journey to and through heartbreak in the
suicide loss of her son Tyler on Aug 6, 2001.
That book showed her that more needed to be done about mental health in
Lambton County. That is why she produced the booklet “No One Stands
Alone”. It lists a lot of resources for people having trouble coping with life.
Both general help and help for specific ages or groups are included in this
little booklet that is offered free in various public areas in Lambton County.
There are some of the books at the back of our sanctuary—free to anyone
who feels the need to get more information. A web site is also available
free—https://noonestandsalone.ca/

Debb has a similar booklet ready to go to print for Chatham Kent. And her
next quest will be to provide one for Middlesex County.
Debb is also available at her store, the Western Boot Corral in Petrolia near
the TD Bank., or via email: info@noonestandsalone.ca or by phone 519-504NOSA (6672)

Debb also has sponsored training for ordinary people to
help them be aware of the signs of possible suicidal
thoughts in others close to them.
These training sessions were taught by people from the
Canadian Mental Health agencies.
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Report from Deacons’ Board

July 18, 2021

We at the Deacons’ Board have met via “Zoom” along with Pastor Alex, and done planning, decision-making,
and work such that things like “deep cleaning” and sanitization of the sanctuary and parts of the church building
have been done. Thankfully we have been able to have had two outdoor services (June 27 and then July 4) followed by now two indoor services. “Thank you” to all have worked at the many parts to have made this happen.

Thankfully also, as of Friday July 16 we in the province are now in Step 3 of re-opening plans and churches are
able to host meetings and services without number limitations but just with rules for 2m of social distancing and
continuing mask-wearing for the most part.
We look forward to continuing ministry and fellowship during the summer. It is expected that we will have guest
preaching for August 15 and 22 the third and fourth Sundays in August.
Thank you also to all for continual service to the Lord in tithes, offerings, and other gifts of time and talent to His
use and for the benefit of our congregation and our community.
-Blessings in Christ, sincerely, Harald Rust

You have not been abandoned.
“Love one another with brotherly affection. Out do one another in showing honor.”
— Romans 12:10 (ESV)
Not only is God always with you, but you are surrounded by a community of believers. There are so many people
who care for you, who have good intentions with your heart, who long to protect and love and support you when
you’re low.
Reach out to these people. Be open to their help. Solicit advice and kindness when you need it. Build friendships.
Open your heart.
You were never meant to face this world alone.
Talk to the people you sit by at church. Extend a helping hand to someone who’s struggling. Pray for a stranger, for
a friend, for someone you’ve never met. Know that God intended His community to be here on earth and build
those connections all around you. You are never alone.
By Marisa Donnelly, August 9th 2017
https://thoughtcatalog.com/marisa-donnelly/2017/08/8
First Baptist Church Petrolia
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From our Missionary colleagues in Beirut and the
LSESD (Lebanese Society for Educational and Social
Development)
A Bible in Baghdad: How Bookfairs Change
Lives
By Julia Wallace
On June 10th the doors opened for the 22nd Baghdad
International Bookfair. Hosted annually, the 10-day exhibition usually draws close to 1 million people. This year
the fair hosted 228 Arab and foreign publishing houses
from 14 counties—including LSESD’s Dar Manhal al
Hayat (DMAH) publishing house.
Amidst the lively activities of the fair—which included seminars, book signings, and poetry performances—
the “Word of Life” booth stood nestled within the crowded
exhibition.
The
booth
offered
a
variety
of DMAH’s Christian books and resources, ranging in topics from Christian Living to Apologetics, along with those
of other local churches and ministries. And, as always, the booth featured one of its most popular resources: Arabic translations of the Bible.
During the 10-day exhibit, thousands of people from all demographics and social and religious backgrounds strolled in and out of the exhibition booth, many stopping to chat with the staff. “The beauty of
bookfairs is the non-threatening environment for discussion and debate. While many of the guests would never
imagine entering a church, the booth provides a safe and open space to ask questions and explore resources about the Christian faith,” explained Naji Gedeon, Sales & Production Director at Dar Manhal. “And while we don’t often have the benefit of hearing how people are impacted by these conversations and
resources, there are moments of grace where God shows us the fruit of our labors.”
This year a woman came to the booth and shared about how she had previously visited the booth at the 2019
fair, where she received an Arabic Bible. A few months before the bookfair, her father had passed away, and she
was still struggling with the grief of his loss. That night, after returning from the bookfair, she awoke at 3am and
was unable to fall asleep again because of her sorrow. Not knowing why, she decided to open her Bible. Instantly
her eye caught a verse: “Come to me all who are weak and weary, and I will give you rest.” In that moment
she was overcome with a deep sense of peace and comfort. Although hints of grief remain, she expressed her
gratitude and shared how the Bible, which she has continued to read since, remains a source of comfort and hope
for her.
Please pray that God continues to touch the lives of people who visited the Baghdad bookfair. Pray that He also
works through DMAH and their partners as they are currently hosting a booth at the Cairo International Book
Fair—the largest book fair in the Arab world—from June 30th to July 15th.
Top of page and directly below: Bagdad Book Fair.
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Property Committee Report – July 2021
Finally, our church has now been able to re-open. Even though our church has been closed for an extended period of time due
to the pandemic your Property Committee has continued to take good care of the church premises.
Since our last report 1 – Three of our church ladies, Joyce Finlayson, Donna McAuslan and Ruth Bright gave the church a
and disinfection in preparation for our re-opening
on Sunday, July 11th. A BIG job well done.

thorough cleaning

2 – We have spoken to the Town concrete contractor about replacing the concrete slab at the front entrance of the church at
the same time as sidewalks are replaced.
They are to complete this as the re-construction progresses.
3 – Furnace filters in all furnaces were replaced on June 15 th.
4 – Four outdated smoke detectors have been replaced – 3 in basement and 1 outside

the kitchen in the back hallway.

5 – Joyce continues to keep our front and side church flower beds well looked after.
6 – Trees and shrubs along driveway were trimmed and weeds around the church and

parking area were kept sprayed.

7 – We look forward to the proposed installation of the new windows for our Fellowship

room in either September or October.

The church building continues to be checked daily, church emails are checked every day, and the church telephone continues
to be monitored twice daily.
Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, Joyce, Lee, Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill.

Received to date $2090.00.

Will pay for 42 cataract eye surgeries!

Losing one’s sight is catastrophic especially in developing countries.
For children, access to education disappears.
For adults, the ability to support their families disappears.
When we restore sight to one person, we restore hope and optimism for an entire family!
We, at First Baptist Church, hope to provide funds for 300 cataract surgeries with our goal
of $15,000
A huge thank you for all the donations we have received to date.
“Be generous and willing to share” 1 Timothy 6:18

$2090.00

How to reach our goal – ONE DOLLAR A DAY for 42 people!

To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner, be sure to give Wanda your email address. wjpratt10@outlook.com
The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox September 26. Please have all your info to Wanda by September 19
We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes, please send them to Wanda. wjpratt10@outlook.com
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