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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 

Psalm 113:1-3   A Praising People      Pastor Alex Craig 

“From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.” Ps. 113:3 

As I was preparing this piece for the Newsletter, I thought of the special 150th Anniversary year ahead of us, and 
how the Lord has blessed First Baptist over the years. Approaching 150 years is an amazing milestone! 

As individuals, every new day is a gift from God to us. Each morning’s sunrise has within it the promise of fresh 
blessings from the very hand that created the sun: The LORD’S mercies are new every morning. 

Sunrise and sunset are two of the most beautiful times of the day. Can there be anything more beautiful than watch-
ing a glowing sunrise, or watching a glorious sunset over Lake Huron? 

Our psalmist in his best journalistic style answers the five key questions that any cub reporter would ask when writ-
ing a story. He answers the five W's: Who, What, When, Where and Why. 

Who. Who is the writer speaking to? To all of us! Anyone who reads this psalm is included in the "you His serv-
ants” of verse 1. More than anyone else, the Lord’s people ought to be involved in praising God. As a church we 
have almost 150 years to praise Him for. 

The hymn writer said it well “O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, the glories of my God 
and King, the triumphs of His grace.” 

What. The responsibility of the servant of the Lord is simply, "Praise the LORD . .  praise the name of the LORD." 
The repetition of this phrase in a single verse is very significant. Surely we who have been saved by God’s grace 
will consistently praise His name. However this is not always the case, for we’re sometimes slow in praising God 
for His blessings. 

When. He says, "From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised" (Psalm 
113:3). There is never a time of the day, never a waking hour, never an inappropriate moment when God’s people 
cannot praise His name, and we’re exhorted to begin that praise at the very rising of the sun, early in the morning, 
and continue that praise until sunset.  

Praising the name of the Lord is a daylong, lifelong privilege. 

Where. Just as there is not a waking hour that is unsuitable to praise His name, there is not the slightest place on 
earth that is inappropriate to the praising of His name. As believers, we’re to praise Him continually, wherever we 
find ourselves. 

Why. Run through your mind all the reasons you can think of for praising the Lord. I think you’ll find your list will 
be a long one. Today would be a good day to make a praise list. 

If you have a prayer list, why not add a praise list, a list of reasons for praising the Lord. Begin with His love for 
you, His death for you, His great salvation, and keep listing things for which to praise the Lord from morning to 
night. And as a church – 150 years to praise God for. 

Don't be surprised if you have to make a second list, for we have so much for which to praise the Lord.  
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June 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

Vangie Girard 
 

3 4 

Larry Ainsworth  

Mary Deacon 

5 

6 7 8 

Brad & Wendy 
Loosley Anniver-
sary 

9 10 

Wyn & Alex Craig 
Anniversary 
CBOQ Assembly 

11 

CBOQ Assembly 

12 

Harald & Sara 
Rust Anniversary 
CBOQ Assembly 

13 14 

Heather Blancher 
15 16 17 18 19 

Chantel Brandon 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

Lloyd McDonald 
26 

27 

Chloe & Jonah 
Burdett 
 

28 29 30 
Also on 27:  
Lee & Jean Brad-
shaw anniversary 
Norm & Donna 
McAuslan Anniver-

  

July 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3Jessica Robertson 

Baptist World Alliance 
Conference 

4Bill & Judy Baker 
Anniversary 
Baptist World Alli-
ance Conference 

5 

Baptist World 
Alliance Confer-
ence 

6 

Baptist World 
Alliance Confer-
ence 

7Brad Loosley 

Baptist World 
Alliance Congress 

8 

Baptist World 
Alliance Congress 

9 

Baptist World 
Alliance Con-
gress 

10 

Baptist World Alliance 
Congress 

11 12 

Cheryl Cassin 
13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Celebrations 
Elsie Jones turned 90 years old on Thurs. May 6, 2021.  Since 
we were in lock down in Ontario and she lives in Albany Re-
tirement we did not have a lot of choices for a family celebra-
tion.  My sister, Marilyn, and I put our heads together (of 
course not literally in Covid times) and planned a day all for 
Mom. 

She received cards and flowers and phone calls.  In the morn-
ing I visited her and sang and played my guitar for her.  She 
seemed to enjoy this and talked about the times in years past as 
a youngster and the playing and dancing that went on at gather-
ings. 

In a typical Thursday afternoon Albany hosts a roaring session of bingo  for all interested residents.  I had already 
delivered the cake to Albany in the morning and Mom was able to share with everyone there.  I was told by peo-
ple  later that mom was very surprised by this treat. 

In the late afternoon and early evening Marilyn sat in mom's room ,which is allowed, since she is an essential care-
giver and "zoomed" with family.  In Marilyn's words "it was a marathon" and mom thoroughly enjoyed visiting 
with all family on zoom in separate time slots which had already been arranged. 

Overall, I believe, a fun filled day for mom and we can't wait for her 100th Birthday Party. We hope at that time for 
a WHOLE room full of people celebrating an amazing lady that is very dear to our family. 

Happy 50th Anniversary to 
Sharon & John McGrail. 

Cheryl at the keyboard on Sunday Mornings.  Helping us 
worship virtually.   
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Esther,  God’s choice for Queen 

 

The ladies Bible Study is now having a seven week study on the book of Esther. 
Again, we welcome new participants on our Wednesday morning zoom meets. 

Esther is one of two Bible books named after a woman (the other is Ruth). It is 
also one of two Bible books where the Name of God is not explicitly mentioned 
(the other is Song of Solomon). However we cannot help but notice the theme of 
God’s providence running through this book. 

In chapter two we are introduced to Esther. She is a Jewish girl living in a for-
eign land some years after the Babylonian captivity, raised by her relative Mor-
decai. She is taken to the king’s palace along with many other young virgins. 
Here we begin to see Esther’s character. She submits to the wisdom of those in 
authority over her, and finds favour in their sight. Verse 9 “And the young wom-
an [Esther] pleased him [Hegai who had charge of all the young women] and 
won his favour.” Verse 15 “Now Esther was winning favour in the eyes of all who saw her.” Verse 17 “the king 
loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favour in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he 
set the royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.” 

Esther also continues to honour Mordecai’s wise instructions. She does not make known her Jewish origins until the 
time is right. Esther 4:14 is a key verse: “For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the 
Jews from another place ... who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” We see 
Esther’s faith and courage. We see her again obtaining favour in the sight of the king  - he extends to her the golden 
sceptre and she does not die for coming into his presence (Esther 5:2). Then we see God’s providence and favour 
orchestrating events that lead to sparing the Jews in the Persian empire that had all been slotted for destruction. 

All ladies are welcome.  Contact Sara or Donna to get further info. 

Sara Rust 519-882-0104 hsrust2@gmail.com 

Donna McAuslan 519-882-3092 mcauslanfamily@sympatico.com 
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Local Outreach! 

 

Well,  here we go!   Greenfield street is being repaired 
so access to the church will be via Oil street, to the back 
parking lot.  

A small ministry that we are going to provide the hard 
working construction 
people is an afternoon 
snack break once a 
week.   

We are planning to pro-
vide cold water, juice, 
cookies, fruit, coffee and 
smiles on Thursday af-

ternoons at 3:00.   

They have already 
been seen enjoying 
the shade and 
bench in front of 
the church.  The 
addition of a snack 
break has been ap-
proved by their pro-
ject engineer and 
our deacons.   

 

To sign up to help, contact Cheryl Cassin or Wanda 
Pratt.  We hope to have 2 people available for each 
Thursday.  One of the people needs to be able to get a 
plastic table out to the tree in front of the church and a 
cooler with ice and water.  

We are into our 150th year as a congregation.  The year 
started with a virtual 149th anniversary service.  Rev. 
Ken Park was the speaker for this special day and  
Nichole Conners (Donna Dobbin’s granddaughter) also 
did a virtual solo.  She is looking forward to being with 
us in person when Covid-19 allows for that.   

Another special way to celebrate for the year is our 
fund raising for Operation Eyesight.  See page 6 for 
more info. .   

Because of the most recent lockdown,  our summer 
plans had to be cancelled. Instead,  it was decided to 
use the amount of money we had planned for a big fun 
day for kids to bless local charities. $$$ went to the 
food bank and $$$ went to the Parents for Parks.  

There are still some events in the back of our minds 
that can be put together fairly quickly if things open up 
for the summer, so you may be getting notices of them 
via email or the local paper.   
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To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner,  be sure to give Wanda your email ad-
dress.  wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox July 28.  Please have all your info to Wanda by 
July 21 

We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes,  please send them to Wanda.   

Property Committee Report – May 2021 

Even though our church remains closed as a result of the pandemic shutdown, your Property Committee continues 
to take good care of the church premises. 

Since our last report -   

1 – We are waiting for the pandemic shutdown to be over so we can have the new gas  space heater outside the 
Pastor’s office upstairs installed. 

2 – Due to the shutdown we are still waiting for information on a new water heater. 

3 – Weeds in front sidewalks, driveway and parking area have been sprayed.  

4 – Both the front and side lawns around the church have been fertilized. 

5 – Joyce has been busy getting our church flower beds in shape.  She has added  some new plantings at 
the front of the church and new mulch at front and side. 

6 – Re-construction of Greenfield Street has begun so access to the church parking lot  will have to be via Hicko-
ry Street at the back of church. 

7 – Country Towne Steel Roofing has been here and re-sealed the roof flashings  around the front entrance tower. 

The church building is checked daily, church emails are checked every day, and the church telephone continues to 
be monitored twice daily. 

Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, Joyce, Lee, Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill.  

 

 

Janet Whitlock launched our 150th anniversary mission project on our 
149th anniversary May 2, 2021. She is leading this effort and shared  that to 
date we have $400.00 donated to our project! Our goal per month is $1,250.00. Let's see 
what we can do. ONE DOLLAR A DAY for 42 people! 

Her suggestion is that we each put $1.00 in a coffee cup every day and 
bring it to church once a month.  We are planning to fund 300 cataract sur-
geries through this orginzation by May 1, 2022.  Each surgery is $50.00 set-
ting the total to be raised at $15,000.00.   


