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150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 

 First News April - May 2021 What Easter Means to Us    Pastor Alex  

 

In our society, there are two great religious holidays each year—Christmas and Easter. For most of us, 
Christmas is the bigger and greater season of the year. It’s the time when we gather with family and friends. 
We sing, we celebrate, we laugh, and we exchange presents.  

Christmas is the climax of the whole year. And Easter? For most people it’s just another long weekend, a 
break in the dreary stretch between Christmas and summer vacation. Even some Christians view Easter as a 
second-rate holiday.  

But it’s the great miracle of Easter that gives Christmas its true meaning.  

Somehow we’ve gotten our thinking badly mixed up. If Easter had not happened, Christmas would have no 
meaning. If Easter had not happened, Christmas would be nothing more than a sweet-sounding fable. If East-
er is not true, then Christmas is only the story of an obscure baby born in an out-of-the-way town in a forgot-
ten land 2000 years ago. It’s the great miracle of Easter that gives Christmas its true meaning.  

This week I read the story of a grandfather who wanted to know how much his four-year-old granddaughter 
knew about the Easter story. When he saw little Julie playing in the backyard with her friends, he asked them, 
“Who knows why we celebrate Easter every year?” One of Julie’s friends chirped up first: “Oh, that’s when you 
go to the mall and sit on the big bunny rabbit’s lap and tell him what you want in your Easter basket.”  

Her second friend’s answer was no better: “No, no, no! It’s when you get a tree and hang eggs on it—and you 
wake up on Sunday and there are presents underneath it.”  

At that point Grandpa interrupted and gently said, “That’s a good guess, but it’s not quite right. Julie, do you 
know why we celebrate Easter?” Julie nodded her head. “It’s when Jesus was crucified. He died, and His disci-
ples put his body in the grave. They rolled a big stone in front of the opening. And the guards went to sleep. 
On the third day, there was a big earthquake and the stone rolled away.”  

But it’s not only Christians who are mixed up. The world in general thinks much of Christmas and very little of 
Easter. That’s doubly unfortunate. Easter ought to be the supreme religious moment of the year because the 
resurrection of Christ answers the deepest and most profound questions of modern man. It meets him under-
neath the surface, where he lives and ponders the great issues of life.  

The empty tomb says, He is risen. The disciples say, He is risen. The church of Jesus Christ declares, He is ris-
en. All creation says, He is risen. Jesus has conquered our last enemy. Only Easter answers one of life’s great 
questions. How can I have forgiveness of my sins?  

You say, “But I thought it was the death of Christ that forgives our sins.” Indeed it is. “Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures.” I Corinthians 15:3 But that’s only true because He rose from the. dead. If Jesus is 
still in the tomb, then we are still in our sins. Without Easter, Good Friday isn’t good.  

When Jesus walked out of the tomb, the people of God walked out with Him 
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Apri l  2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

Diane O’Dell 

10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Donna McAuslan 

25 26 

Rebecca Rust 

Jessica McAuslan 

27 28 

George McPhee 

29 30  

May 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Rebecca McAuslan 

2 149th Church 
Anniversary 

3 4 5 6 

Elsie Jones 
7 8 

9 10 11 

Robert Dillon 

12 

Wendy Loosley 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 

Betty McPhee 
19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

Gail Burgess 

29 

John & Sharon 
McGrail Anniversary 

30 31      
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Our very own spring Chicken, 
Joyce, turned 91 on one of our 
bright March days!   

 

Congratulations 
Joyce 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Committee Report – March 2021 

Even though our church remains closed as a result of the pandemic, your Property Committee continues 
to take good care of the church premises. 

Since our last report -   

1 – The new gas space heater for the nursery has been installed. 

2 – Outdated smoke alarm in the basement hallway by the furnace room was replaced. 

3 – New gas space heater for Pastor’s office upstairs has been ordered. 

4 – Prices for a new water heater are being secured. 

The church building is checked daily, church emails are checked every other day, and the church tele-
phone continues to be monitored twice daily. 

Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, Joyce, Lee, Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill.  
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Ladies Bible Study 

The ladies have been studying the book of Daniel Wednesday mornings through 
zoom since early February. We allow ourselves to be challenged each week by 
the transformational power of God's Word. We also have good fellowship, 
speaking into one another's lives and lifting each other up in prayer. There is 
room for more, so let one of us know if you would like to join. 

In Daniel, we see that God rules the world. "that the living may know that the 
Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will and sets over 
it the lowliest of men." Daniel 4:17b. The theme is consistent: God reveals Him-
self to Gentile kings through miracles. Obedience to the Lord is honoured by 
Him: individuals prosper and are raised up by Him. His Name is proclaimed by 

Gentile rulers because of the unwavering faith of 
His people in captivity. 

Daniel and his friends honoured God in Babylon, and they did not change 
when the pressure was on. They obeyed God at the potential cost of their 
lives. Imagine if they had compromised to preserve their lives. They would 
not have experienced God being with them through the fire and in the lions 
den. They would not have seen God prosper them and raise them up. They 
would not have heard King Nebuchadnezzar proclaim "It has seemed good to 
me to show the signs and wonders that the Most High God has done for me," 

and "his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion endures from generation to generation." 
Daniel 4:2-3. They would not have heard King Darius proclaim 
that "the God of Daniel is the living God, enduring forever; his 
kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to 
the end." Daniel 6:26b. Their lives would not have been record-
ed for us to read about. 

Daniel also shows us the accuracy of God's Word. It provides a 
comprehensive and chronological prophetic view of history. 
We can see God's accurate and specific predictions in the 
events that have already taken place since Daniel's time. We can have full confidence that God will do 
what he spoke to Daniel, and also to John in Revelation, in the future. 

"To him [son of man] was given domin-
ion and glory and a kingdom, that all peo-
ples, nations, and languages should serve 
him; his dominion is an everlasting do-
minion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom one that will not be de-
stroyed." Daniel 7:14. Jesus is coming to 
reign! 

Sara Rust 

Editors note:   Any ladies interested in joining this group,  please let 
Sara or Donna McAuslan know and they will get you zoomed in.  
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150th Anniversary Committee  News 

Your Anniversary Committee is still working toward big 
celebrations for this milestone year.  We have been meeting 
regularly and making plans—some of which have had to 
change because of Covid-19.   

We are planning mail a list of events and an invitation letter 
along with a souvenir pen sometime during the first week of April  If you know of anyone you want to make sure 
gets an invitation,  please contact one of the committee.  If you would like to be involved with getting these ready to 
mail,  please contact Jean Bradshaw, Janet Whitlock or Wanda Pratt.   

We were planning a big ‘Fun Day’ for children for summer 2021, but we are not allowed to do that because of Covid
-19, so we are looking for other ways to bless the people of Petrolia during this summer in a socially distanced way.  
If you have ideas,  please let one of the committee members know.   

Plans were also made to have a ‘movie night’ on May 1—some of our old church family movies.  For now we are 
waiting to see if we can even open the church by then.   

Our 149th Anniversary celebration May 2 with Rev. Ken Park is also ‘in waiting’.   Going along with that is the 
launch of our 150 mission fund raiser.  Janet Whitlock with launch that on May 2, either online or live at church.  
We are planning to bless 300 people overseas with our donations.  

We are also still working on a history book showing lots of old pictures of our church’s many faceted ministry over 
the years.  If you happen to have any old pictures or stories,  please let either Jean, Wanda or Jan White know so we 
can include them.   

Other scheduled events are planned to start in September, so we are praying that the virus is under control enough by 
then to gather.  “Jews for Jesus” is coming September 19 to demonstrate how the fall Jewish celebrations impact 
Christian life today.   

*** 

As you can imagine,  celebrations cost money and if you would like to sponsor either part of or all of any of them,  
just mark it on your envelope. Some of the possible costs are listed below.  

Advertising—$25.00 and up depending on paper or radio.  (we are also using all the free advertising we can find) 

Food— $25.00 and up Some of our events include food so we will need a good budget to feed both our church fami-
ly and visitors 

Music—$200.00 or more—depending on the group that is able to come.  

Sponsor a meal—$20.00 per plate for the 150th anniversary celebration at the Legion May of 2022.   The church is 
planning to subsidize these meals, but we may have some honored guests that we don’t want to charge at all.    

Mailing—$2.00 each,  10 for $20.00 There are costs associated with any mailing - for envelopes, stamps and copy-
ing.  For now, the cost of getting the flyers copied is covered by the outreach committee.   

Pens— $10.00 for 10. Jean has purchased over 500 pens to send with our invitations and give to anyone who wants 
one.  

***  

Your anniversary Committee is Alex Craig, Wyn Craig, Donna McAuslan, Jan White, Janet Whitlock, Gary 
Dreibelbis, Jean Bradshaw, Sara Rust, Wanda Pratt 
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Events from Canadian Baptist Women  

1. Global Women’s Conference.    

 A one day virtual conference.  $20.00 U.S.  Sign up at 
Baptist Women.com 

 

2. Spring Conference— See poster to the right—no charge 

 

3. Book Club:  meet the author  Thursday May 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

 ‘Why Would Anyone Go to Church’ by Kevin 
Makins, pastor and author 

 

Causes that Baptist Women support as a group: 

 

A. Community Engagement 

B. International Projects (for more info, see the website) 

C. Advocacy for: 

 1. Racial Justice 

 2. Indigenous Women 

 3. Human Trafficking and Pornography (stopping 
these violations of humanity) 

Report on Work of Missionaries at Arab Baptist Theological Seminary. 

The March newsletter came recently and as usual there is encouragement and sense of purpose in the 
midst of difficulties in Lebanese society.   

The Dean of the Faculty, Bassem Melki speaks of the important spiritual formation of students which 
is so vital so that young pastoral and theological students deal early on with “ blind spots,, flaws, limita-
tions, and weaknesses” so that in the long run there is no “moral failure or burnout” which can bring 
shame to “the name of Christ and His bride”.   Such mentorship and accountability in the Christian 
community is considered essential and non-negotiable.      

Our missionary Elie Haddad shares that there are nine nations represented in the present cohort of 
students at the Seminary.  They are as follows: 3 from Yemen, 1 from Algeria, 9 from Sudan, 12 Leba-
nese , 5  Iraqis , 9 from Syria, 4 from Egypt, 4 Moroccans, and 2 South Sudanese (for a total of 49) all 
seeking to serve in Christian ministry.   Elie Haddad the president concludes, “ It is obvious that God is 
taking us on this amazing journey.  All we have to do is remain faithful to what He is calling us to do. … 
the only way that we can manage this is when we stay very close to God’s leading”.   

More information on these and others is always well presented at CBMin.org.        -  Harald Rust 

To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner,  be sure to give Wanda your email ad-
dress.  wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your mailbox/inbox May 30.  Please have all your info to Wanda by 
May 23. 

We love input by you. If you write poems or tell jokes,  please send them to Wanda.   


