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First News February March 2021 Living With New Intentionality              Pastor Alex 

In the space of a few days last March the doors of our church buildings were closed and we lost the opportunity to 
meet together as a church family. 

Who would have thought moving into 2021, the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic would still be with us. Even 
though hope of the return of a greater normality via vaccines is on the horizon, we still find ourselves ‘living with 
it!’ 

For many of us, our church community is a rich source of encouragement, discipleship, worship, friendship, pray-
er, practical support, hugs and much more. As God brings us into his family through Jesus we discover the treasure 
that is God’s people. Maybe it was a treasure that we didn’t realize we had until we lost some aspects of it. Read-
ing the New Testament we constantly see the importance of the personal relationships between brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

Reflecting back over 2020 I have benefitted from the best of Christian community through relationships in our 
church family. When life was more challenging they surrounded Wyn and I with love, love, care, patience and 
grace.  

Often our church life is shaped around ministries, programmes, services and events with godly motives to disciple 
and reach out. However, 2020 has taken some of those things from us, or at the very least changed how we do 
them. I believe the importance of established Christian community has shone through. 

As lockdown experiences are unique, so too are our lockdown learnings. If we continue our Sunday Zoom church 
meetings, I would like to include “lessons from lockdown” from some of our people, and hear how you chose to 
live with a new intention and focus, trust and faithfulness.  

In the midst of all this it has been more precious than ever to know we have a God who knows the number of hairs 
on our head and promises that He will be our mighty rock and refuge, no matter what life throws at us. 

We believe the God of the Bible is a God of purpose and plan, a God of transformation and fatherly love. What 
might He be teaching us? How might He be shaping us? How might He be leading us to live with a new inten-
tionality as we continue to live through challenging circumstances? 

Hearing the words of Proverbs 3:5-6 have been important for me. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not 
depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do and He will show you which path to take.” 

I pray that the daily habit of acknowledging my trust in God through Proverbs 3 will be a source of strength for the 
months ahead and that it might be for you also. 

While we’ve been limited in our church life, God calls us to be faithful in the opportunities we have to be His peo-

ple in worship, discipleship, care and service. Faithful in the small things, faithful in the new things, faithful in 

the unnoticed things. As we begin to prepare for our 150th Church Anniversary, I’m confident 2021 will present 

us a number of opportunities for all of us to display to our community our steadfast faithfulness as a loving caring 

community of faith.  

150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 
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Februar y 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 

Leone Mater 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 

Daniel Rust 

25 26 27 

28 

Helen McDonald 

      

March 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

Bryce Blancher 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 

Rick Jay 

16 17 18 19 

Cara Brandon 

20 

21 

Bev Woolaver 

22 

Joyce Finlayson 

23 

Jaden Burdett 

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
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Live Magazine 

Subscription costs remain at $20.00. 

Please renew or subscribe by March 19th. 
Contact Bev Woolaver at 519 882 1180 or 

woolaver@mnsi.net. 
Thanks. 

Some recent articles that certainly impact our daily 
lives are: 

Whenever I called you friend 

Discernment in Mission 

Building Up the Next Generation 

The Many Faces of Boldness 

Who is Praying Now (Warriors with Walkers) 

Baptist Women—Black History 

How to be an anti-racist foodie 

Baptist Women:  Upcoming Events 

Resources found at: https://baptistwomen.com/events/ 

 

Racial Justice – Prayer Meeting 
Weds Feb 17 @ 7 p.m.  

talk with God about the need for racial justice | He’s listening 
online event – join via Zoom – link will be posted day of this event  

 

Baptist Women’s Spring 2021 Conference 
Tue Apr 20 – Fri Apr 23   

Check the web site for more info: https://
baptistwomen.com/events/ 

Stay Home. Do a Prayer Walk. 
Bless your home on Family Day—Monday 
Feb 15. Walk through your home and pray. 

BOOK CLUB 
Wed Feb 24 @ 7 p.m. 
Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness 
A book by Austin ChanningBrown available on the Bap-
tist Women Web Site 
Co-presented with CBOQ’s intercultural Awareness 
Group as part of our conversation about Race—racial 
justice series. 
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150th Anniversary Committee News 

The committee is working along, doing all we can in spite of COVID-19 –19.  Plans are being made and may have 
to be adjusted as health concerns go up or down. So all of our plans include a “PLAN B”. You will see that the 
plans are ambitious and many hands will be needed to fulfill them.  Don’t be surprised if you get a call asking for 
your help. Other events are in our minds but not set yet.   

There are other events that we would like to do, if the virus settles enough for us to gather.  These activities are 
‘extra’ besides the activities that we usually do within our fellowship. We are trying very hard not to interfere with 
any of our usual activities or services.  

We are also actively looking for old pictures and stories about First Baptist as well as names and addresses of for-
mer members or their families. Contact fbc150@outlook.com with any information. 

1. You will notice the new Church Logo (above).  It will appear on all of our communications going forward. 

2. We also have a special email for anniversary information: fbc150@outlook.com 

3. A Blessing fund raiser for the whole year—for Operation Eyesight in memory of Ruth Brown. 

4. A Jews for Jesus presentation about Jesus in the Passover was planned for March 2021.  It is being postponed 
until we can gather in person.   

5. May 2, 2021—149th church anniversary.  Ken Park is the planned speaker and special music is also being 
planned. 

6. Sometime in July—a fun day for kids sponsored by First Baptist (details still being worked out) 

7. September—launch of an updated history book of the church with lots of pictures 

8. Movie nights are being planned—we will be showing some of the video from former church picnics, plays and 
general fun.  Dates to be announced later.  

9. March 31-April 10, 2022 Proclamation:  A 10 day reading though of the Bible.  Lots of help needed for this 
event. 

10. May 1, 2022  our 150th anniversary—Brian Horrobin is speaking and special music is planned. 

11. May 1, 2022 A catered dinner at 12:30 noon at the Petrolia Legion.  (details being worked out) 

 

150 Years of Faith and Fellowship 
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Missionary Updates 

Recent information on our two missionary couples supported through Canadian Baptist Ministries.   
More information is found at CBMin.org  

 

  Emad & Almess Botros  with sons Timothy and Nathaniel 

 

Emad was born in Egypt where he was a high school teacher and lat-
er a pastor. Almess was born in Iraq where she earned her BA in ac-
counting.  They used to live and work in the Waterloo area.   

Emad serves at the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary as a lecturer in the areas of Old Testament 
and Islamic studies . His desire is to equip and empower students with sufficient tools to develop their 
understanding of the Old Testament and to learn how to apply it in their Middle Eastern and North Africa 
setting. 

   

Our other representatives are Elie and Mireille Haddad. Elie has communicated this current prayer (in 
part:   

      Father, 

 You see that Lebanon has been in a lot of turmoil recently. The refugee crisis resulting from the war  in Syria 
has had an effect on Lebanon for the last 10 years. Mid last year we started experiencing an economic downfall, fol-
lowed by political and social unrest last October. These circumstances brought a lot of suffering to many Lebanese. 
Then he pandemic hit, and that exacerbated the situation. Lebanon is being led by corrupt political leaders who have 
driven Lebanon’s economy to  the ground. Many people have lost their jobs and their livelihoods. Lebanon used to 
have a large middle class made of professionals, educated people and entrepreneurs. The middle class has disap-
peared, replaced by increased poverty. 

 Father, even in the darkness, you bring light. Through all this, the Church in Lebanon is experiencing transfor-
mation. It is learning how to step out of its cocoon and be with the people – to get involved in helping, healing, and pro-
claiming the love of Christ. Thank you for leading us in this transformation, 
starting with caring for the refugees. We are thankful that most churches 
and Christian organizations are out there being the hands and feet of Jesus. 
This is an incredible testimony to your work.  

 Lord, we praise and thank you for the Canadian churches that have 
 encouraged us, prayed for us,  and supported us in so many ways.           

  Amen The Haddads 
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Property Committee Report – January 2021 

Even though our church continues to remain closed as a result of COVID-19 19, your Property Commit-
tee continues to take good care of the church premises. 

Since our last report -   

As a result of the questionnaire sent out to the congregation in December,  

1 – New replacement windows were ordered for the kitchen, fellowship room,  bathroom, and rear 
hallway.  Total of eight windows.  Due to delays in  manufacturing as a result of the COVID-19 19 
pandemic these windows will not likely  be ready for installation until at least September. 

2 – New gas wall furnace ordered for upstairs nursery. 

3 – Chair lift was repaired as directed by inspector. 

4 – Furnace filters were last changed on January 1, 2021. 

The church building and church emails are checked every other day, and the church telephone contin-
ues to be monitored twice daily. 

Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, Joyce, Lee, Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill.  

To make sure you get your newslet-
ter in a timely manner,  be sure to 
give Wanda your email address.  
wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your 
mailbox/inbox March 28.  Please 
have all your info to Wanda by 
March 21. 

We love input by you. If you write 
poems or tell jokes,  please send 
them to Wanda.   


