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The Forgotten Word at Christmas 2 Corinthians 8:9                       Pastor Alex Craig 

A magazine article described the shopping spree of an oil rich Arab Sultan. For each of his 19 wives he 
bought a Cadillac, and then paid extra to have them lengthened. Then he purchased 2 Porche sports cars 
and 6 Mercedes. A $200,000 speedboat and a truck to haul it. 16 refrigerators and a whole stack of luggage. 

For good measure he added 2 Florida grapefruit trees, 2 reclining chairs and a slot machine. Total bill – a 
mere 2.5 million U.S. dollars plus almost $200, 000 to get it all delivered. How would you like that for 
Christmas? 

But that man’s possessions are but broken toys compared to the vast wealth possessed by Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. Our text this morning says, “He was rich.” Surely our minds boggle when we try to picture 
the eternal riches of our Saviour. 

Have you ever considered how rich He is? Always at Christmas, we emphasize His poverty, the poor 
Babe in the manger because there was no room in the inn, but may I remind you that our Lord could never 
have become poor had He not first been rich. 

 “You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he be-
came poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich.”  

But one word that belongs to Christmas is rarely used. Were it not for the meaning of this word we never 
could use words like peace and joy. That special Christmas word is Grace.  2 Corinthians 8:9 

Everything good about Christmas is a byproduct of Grace. There could be no true joy apart from Grace, nor 
could there be peace with God, for the forgiveness of sins is a gift of God’s Grace. Ephesians 2:8-9 

Unless we restore Grace to the vocabulary of Christmas, we can never experience the true blessing of this 
event. Grace is a magnificent word, and to grasp it fully into our lives as Christians will greatly increase 
our peace and joy this holy season. 

Grace means, something we don’t deserve, it means the favour of God, which we in ourselves do not merit. 
God’s great love in sending Christ into the world to save sinners was entirely of Grace – we don’t deserve it, 
and never could and never will. 

If you have experienced the grace of God in your life, then Christmas is a time of spiritual treasure, because 
Jesus was rich. But grace though free, is far from cheap. This is why Paul explains the Cost of Grace. 
“He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor.” 

Grace costs the sinner nothing, but it cost our Saviour everything. The poverty stated here in 2 Corin-
thians 8:9 refers to that one great act when God took upon Himself the nature of man. I can understand 
how dust would want to become deity, but I cannot understand how deity would want to become dust. The 
Scripture tells us God was made flesh and dwelt among us. 

This Christmas, let’s add GRACE to our Christmas vocabulary. 

To all my church family - May you all have a very blessed and safe Christmas. 
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December 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

Deacon’s Meeting  

12 

13 14 

Jean Bradshaw 

15 16 

Betty MacKenzie 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 Merry 

Christmas  

Ariel Jay 

26 

27 28 29 30 

Janice Kazek 

31   

January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

Ron & Wanda 
Anniversary 

9 

10 11 12 

Travis Brandon 

13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 

Jessica Jay 

29 30 

31       
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Celebrating Christmas with 
COVID-19 19 

Believe it or not,  here we are at the 
Christmas Season with a world-
wide pandemic and we are still cel-
ebrating!  One of the ways our 
church has celebrated for many 
years is the Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox campaign.  This 
year we had 19 boxes submitted + 
2 done online!    

 

Another way to celebrate even if 
we can’t be together is to down-
load a free Advent Calendar from 
Focus on the Family.  You can 
find it on their home page on the 
right side as you scroll down. 

https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/ 
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Property Committee Report – November 
2020 

Even though our church continues to remain closed as a 
result of COVID-19 19, your Property Committee continues 
to take good care of the church premises. 

Since our last report -   

Stubb’s Communications has completed the installation in 
the Fellowship Hall of the projection screen donated by Di-
ane O’Dell.   

Harald and Bill took care of some minor eaves trough re-
pairs.  

Joyce has the church flower beds ready for winter. 

The leaves have been cleaned up, bagged and put out for 
the town to pick up.   

Due to some unfortunate circumstances; the deacons felt 
there was a need to direct the property committee to have 
the church locks re-keyed.  This has been completed and a 
small number of keys procured for those who have a need 
for regular access to the building.  There are two loaner 
keys that can be borrowed if you need to get into the 
church.  Diane O’Dell has one and Bev and Earle Woolaver 
have the other one. 

The church building and church emails are checked every 
other day, and the church telephone continues to be moni-
tored twice daily. 

Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, Joyce, 
Lee, Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill  

Deacons Board Report      

Harald Rust ,  Nov 22, 2020 

The Deacons’ Board has been meeting monthly first 
with “Zoom” (in the Spring), then in person, and now 
as of Nov. 20, back on Zoom.  It has been encourag-
ing to hear the reports each month 

of Pastor Alex’s work and ministry including ongoing 
caring and encouraging contact with our people.  

We hear regularly the reports from the individual 
committees such as Property, Fellowship, Finance, 
and now the 150 Anniversary planning committee.     

The Property committee has done a number of  things 
during the nice weather and a positive recent addition 
is of a screen for projector use in the Fellowship Hall.  
This was a directive from our previous business meet-
ing.    

There is a healthy eagerness to be able to worship 
together and have renewed fellowship in our church 
building but we await more clear conditions -
hopefully in the near future.   

As pastor Alex has indicated, our next opportunity for 
drop-off of Food Bank donations and offering enve-
lopes is scheduled for Monday morning, Nov. 30.   

May the Lord keep us faithful and steady as we move 
forward in Him.   

God bless, sincerely, Harald   

Report on Missionaries for Nov. 2020 

Two couples serve as our supported missionaries in Beirut Lebanon. 

They are Elie and Mireille Haddad plus Mr. And Mrs. Emad and Almas Botros serving primarily with the Arab Baptist 
Theological Seminary (ABTS).   

The couples report that 2020 has been an exceedingly difficult year for them.  A positive point has been 

being able to host and assist those who have suffered from the massive accidental explosion at the port in the city of Beirut 
using their school and residence resources and as well to be doing a restructuring of the educational programs and curriculum 
of the seminary.  There is from Mr. Elie Haddad, always an emphasis of being responsive to the present needs and serving the 
Lord faithfully as challenges arise and also on acting with vision.  Recall please that students of the seminary are those who 
come from far-reaching parts of the Arab speaking parts of the world -from ten or more countries around the Middle East and 
North Africa and the seminary is uniquely equipped to do training.  They celebrate their 60th year of ministry as of this month.   

When Mr. Haddad spoke in Sarnia at Central Baptist at the end of August 2019, he and Mireille were on a short tour of spon-
soring churches and he said memorably along the lines of, “Don’t feel sorry for us that we serve in a difficult part of the world 
in difficult circumstances for we can hardly wait to get back there for there is so much which the Lord is doing as people have 
great needs and many are responding and coming to Him to become Christ followers”.      
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To make sure you get your news-
letter in a timely manner,  be sure 
to give Wanda your email address.  
wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in 
your mailbox/inbox January 31.  
Please have all your info to Wan-
da by January 24. 

We love input by you. If you write 
poems or tell jokes,  please submit 
them.   

Ladies Bible Study 

The Wednesday Ladies Bible 
Study has finished the book they 
were studying, “Lies Women Be-
lieve”.   

We finished the study in a large, 
warm garage, social distancing 
and learning and encouraging each 
other.  We also look forward to a 
new study in the new year and 
hope to be able to be in the church 
for it.   

All ladies are welcome to join us.  
Contact Sara Rust or Donna 
McAuslan if you are interested. 

FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA - November 18, 
2020) The Baptist World Alliance (BWA) and 
Baptist World Alliance Women (BWA Women) 
are transitioning the 22nd Baptist World Con-
gress and the Global Conference of Baptist 
Women to a fully virtual event on July 7-10, 
2021. This decision was made in prayerful 
response to the COVID-19 global pandemic 
and as a result of collaborative discussions 
with global Baptist leaders. 

See Page 6 for details and link to register 
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With God all things are possible 

There’s nothing I can’t do 

I can accomplish every task 

Not just one or two. 

When He lays upon my heart 

What He would have me do 

He provides all that I need 

So I can follow through. 

Sometimes though I hesitate 

Because fear and doubt assail me 

Just trust and obey, he chides 

I promise you will not fail me. 

All I ask of you, dear child 

Is that you do your best 

Have faith in My assurance 

That I will take care of the rest. 

What a privilege and a joy    

To serve the almighty King 

Knowing that with His blessing  

I can do everything. 

Janice White 

November 2020 

BWA Women is composed of seven Continental Unions represent-
ing national Baptist women’s organizations from 156 countries. BWA Wom-
en is designed to help women thrive through connections and resources, and 
the Global Conference of Baptist Women is just one of the many ways Bap-
tist women are making an impact for Christ together.  

WORKSHOPS 

Listen and learn together as we hear from global Baptist women 
on today’s most important topics.  

Arousing the Deborah Spirit/Attitude (Judges 5:7) 

 

Christian Women as PeaceMakers 

 

Contemporary Challenges Facing Women in Ministry Today 

 

Finding and Forming Promising Young Leaders 

 

Finding Your Self-Confidence to Serve God Fully 

 

Identifying and Fighting Domestic Violence within Our Baptist Churches 

 

Trauma Informed: What It Is and Why It Is Important 

 

Young Women’s Leadership and Stewardship 

 

To Register:  

https://www.bwawd.org/Global-Womens-Conference-2021 

Gaopalelwe Seleka (South Africa) 

Caroline Nuwun Ngong (Cameroon) 

Kekheli Jimomi (India) 

Laura McDaniel (USA) 

Elissa Macpherson (Australia) 

Jenni Entrican (UK) & Valerie Duval-Poujol (France) 

Yagana Yukubu (Nigeria) 

Kele Gavidi (Fiji) 

 

 

 
REGISTER NOW for only $20 USD! 

For only another $50 and you can at-
tend the Baptist World Alliance Con-
gress as well!  (Basic Package)  

https://bwa2021.org/register/
https://bwa2021.org/register/

