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First News October-November 2020 Our Never Changing God     Pastor Alex Craig 

 

A few nights ago I was looking at Google Earth bringing up my old homestead. I was astonished it was still stand-
ing though greatly renovated. When I checked Wyn’s house it was completely torn down. The village where I was 
born - everything was changed 

You may remember this quote. “The only thing constant is change,” so said the Greek philosopher Heraclitus, 
who lived before Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. In making such a statement, Heraclitus captured what many others 
have also recognized, namely, that there is precious little that is stable in the world around us. Over time, we our-
selves also experience physical, mental, moral, and spiritual changes. 

Many people criticize the Bible and Christianity because, in their mind, it doesn’t seem to be relevant. In fact, it 
seems dated, out of step, and irrelevant. Many simply decide to try to “update” the Bible to reflect their own per-
sonal perspective, their own desires and opinions. 

The fact is that the world around us continually changes. Songs that seem relevant quickly can lose their popularity. 
Today’s hits quickly can become distant memories. We see constant change in fashion and style. Humour and poli-
tics. Opinions and emotions. Politicians and entertainers may be popular one day but forgotten overnight. 

Many want the Bible to be just like their music, constantly changing with the times. They want a religion that con-
forms to their transitory standards and personal interests. 

However, the Bible makes it clear that everything around us may change, but God remains the same 
throughout all eternity. As He told Malachi, He does not change. And His Word and His standards don’t change 
either. Malachi 3:6 

In a chaotic world that is constantly changing, nothing can be more comforting than to know there is a God who 
never changes and to have a secure relationship with Him. Change always seems to be threatening to us—whether it 
is encountered by a child who graduates from elementary school and has to go to high school where older children 
intimidate the new arrivals, or the aged pensioner who has to leave the home where she has lived for 80 years to 
take up residence in a long term care facility. 

No one in his right mind would deny the fact that our generation has seen more changes in a given period of time 
than any other generation in all history because of coronavirus that has caused such havoc on a global scale.  We 
change, too—so very quickly.   

When God said, “I am the LORD; I change not,” (Malachi 3:6) this means He will never be less than He is now, 
or ever be different from what He has already revealed Himself to be in the past. His essential attributes are always 
the same.  

This includes the fact that He is without beginning or end. He is not only unchanging, but is just, all-knowing, 
all-powerful, ever present, holy, faithful and loving. God is also unchanging in His faithfulness to us, in His wis-
dom and in His counsel. 

No wonder the songwriter, Henry Lyte, wrote, “Change and decay in all around I see; O, Thou who changest not, 

abide with me.” Thank God, He never changes. 



First Baptist Church Petrolia 2 October—November 2020 

 

October 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

Betty & George 
McPhee Anniver-
sary 

4 

Scott Dillon 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 

Connie Robertson 

15 16 17 

18 
Ron Pratt 

19 

Lauren Kazek 

20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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November 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Helen Rust 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 

Shoebox Collec-
tion Day 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 

Helga Mursall 

27 

Leo Bradshaw 

28 

29 30      
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 Ladies  Bible  Study   
 

The First Baptist Women’s Ladies Bible Study 
was put on hold in March due to the Pandemic. 
The church was closing with all activities can-
celled.  Our study would have to wait while we 
rode this out. 
 
As the months passed, with little to no interac-
tions with our Christian sisters, many of the la-
dies were  missing our time together.   Would we 
every be able to resume our study? 
 
It was decided to  meet in a backyard with social 
distancing.  Each lady would bring their own 
chair, beverage, snacks, bible, paper etc.  Sara 
and I weren’t sure how things would progress but 
we knew that our ladies were missing each other.   

 
The first gathering was the end of June in my back yard.  There were 4 of us and we enjoyed catching up on what 
had been happening with our days.  My back yard did not provide the best shade in the hot days, we were experi-
encing, so Sharon McGrail happily offered her property to host our group. 
  
We have continued to meet every one or two weeks.  We pray for our families and our personal struggles. With God 
in our lives we can call on Him to ask for strength and wisdom.  We have been  talking about plans for starting up 
our bible study back at the church with social distancing.  We hope to be back in our church in the near future to 
continue our study. 
 
Donna McAuslan 

MISSIONFEST NEWS 

From Harald Rust 

Andrew Plumridge, who helps with Missionfest and 
he said that he, Catherine Stratton, and Harvey Park 
have met together recently and decided that there will 
not be an actual Missionfest for this year but rather 
that they will double efforts for next year.   

There have been now 30 Missionfest projects in a row 
(beginning in 1990) and they see it okay to have a rest 
for this year.  I have not been a part of any of the de-
cision making but was pleased to be informed 
promptly now that the situation has been evaluated by 
the teammates.   

The deacons met September 21 and deliberated at 
length the feasibility of re-starting church services. Sin-
cere thanks to all who forwarded their thoughts and in-
put. 

In light of your responses and the increasing COVID 
cases in Ontario, it was regretfully decided to wait a 
little longer to see if the cases diminish significantly, 
and the outcome of back to school before opening. A 
tentative church opening date is Sunday, October 
25, providing COVID has shown a rapid decline in in-
fections. 

We were considering outside services in Victoria Park, 
but the new provincial regulations quashed that.  

Church Keys and COVID Contact Tracing: Another 
item discussed at the deacons meeting this morning was 
the number of church keys in circulation. At this point, 
because we have no record who has been in and out of 
the church building, we need to institute Contact Trac-
ing for everyone coming and going. Starting today, this 
will require signing the logbook on entering the build-
ing. 

Some of our men have been meeting for cof-
fee in Victoria Park over the last month. 

We had a great time of catch up and fellow-
ship, and hope to meet again in two or three 
weeks. 
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Plans are still being made for the 
celebration of our Congregations’ 
150 years of faithfulness.   

There will be a meeting September 
25 at 11:00 a.m. to plan times and 
committees for various events dur-
ing that year.  If you are interested 
in attending,  please contact Wanda 
at wjpratt10@outlook.com or 519-
882-1872 or Jean Bradshaw at 
dayxday7@gmail.com or 519-330-
1190. 

We will be needing people to re-
search and find former members 
and mail invitations. 

We will also need people to  

 Host a Passover meal event 

 Host a 10 day reading of the 
Bible Event (complete with coffee 
breaks every hour)  

 Possibly host other events 
and celebrations. 

Property Committee Report – September 2020 

Even though our church has been closed for the spring and 
summer by Covid 19, your Property Committee has continued 
to be very active. 

Since our last report -   

Harald Rust completed the installation of the memorial bench 
in memory of our late Pastor Philip Kazek. 

The new floor covering for the front narthex has been installed 
by Hucker Floors. 

The front sanctuary entrance doors have been shortened to 
allow for the new flooring. 

The trees and shrubbery along the side driveway were 
trimmed by Bill and Brad. 

The weeds in the sidewalks and driveway continue to be 
sprayed. 

The church building and the telephone and email are moni-
tored on a regular basis. 

Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, Joyce, Lee, 
Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill  

 

To make sure you get your 
newsletter in a timely manner,  
be sure to give Wanda your 
email address.  wjprat-
t10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in 
your mailbox/inbox by Novem-
ber 29.  Please have all info and 
pictures to Wanda by November 
22. 

We love input by you. If you 
write poems or tell jokes,  
please submit them.   
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Eric and James were keeping quite busy. Between finishing their schoolwork and all their 
other spring activities, they could hardly find any time for play or relaxation. 

“Oh, man, I just wish things would slow down!” James moaned. “I do wish planting sea-
son would hurry up and end. I can’t wait to rest and relax in the summer.” James was just 
trying to survive the busy planting season. 

Eric paused for a moment on his shovel to think about his brother’s words. “I’m sure fa-
ther wouldn’t give us more work to do than we could handle,” he reflected. “He loves us 
so perfectly. This hard work must be just what we need. I’m going to choose to enjoy it!” 

“But we can’t possibly get it all done!” James countered. 

Eric knew James was right. They had more things to do than they could ever hope to fin-
ish. James’ words brought the weight of all that needed done pressing down on Eric’s 
shoulders. Then Eric remembered—it was his father’s problem to figure out how every-
thing would get done! Eric was only responsible for doing each task with a full heart. The 
smile returned to Eric’s face. He didn’t have to carry the burden; he just needed to be dili-
gent with the tasks his father had given him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thankfully, WE WILL be doing the Christmas Shoeboxes this 
year.  I will put a pile of the boxes on the table in the side en-
trance of the church and will also put the brochures with them.   I 
would like to have the shoeboxes returned in to the church by 
Sunday, November 15th so I can get them delivered to our clos-
est collection centre. It is best to leave the packed shoeboxes on 
the table by the side entrance.   

Bill Baker 


