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First News August 2020 Thank God for the Church        Pastor Alex Craig 

Well, here we are again – Newsletter time. A big thanks to Wanda for continuing to put together our FBC 
Newsletter despite the church still not meeting at the time of writing. 

Today is Sunday, July 26. The Bible calls it, “The Lord’s Day,” in Revelation 1:10. But get this! 
Less than four months ago, over two billion church-goers were gathering on the Lord’s Day someone 
around the world. In churches and classrooms, apartments and assembly halls, under trees and in caves, 
Christians gathered for church everywhere. 

But fast forward to today. In many countries, no physical gatherings are taking place, or if they are, num-
bers are limited because of COVID restrictions. That made me wonder: what will the new normal be 
like in churches when it is deemed safe to return? Is it possible many believers will stay away because of 
continued fear of coronavirus? 

What if the church ceased to exist? Then when I thought about the good things the church has 
done, it makes you want to be part of it more than ever. 

My greatest COVID fear is not that illness or jobless will overtake us. It’s that luke warmness will cause 
Christians to get in the habit of skipping weekend worship and decide they don’t need the Church when 
we’re able to get back together again. 

May the Lord fill us with the same mindset as those in Psalm 122:1, I rejoiced with those who said 
to me; “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” We may not be able to go to “the house,” today. But 
I hope we will be “part of the house,” online or in some capacity. 

Yes – the church faces a lot of criticism today on its relevance in a changing culture, but let me remind 
you there was little charity before the church was born. Around 200 A.D., a pastor named Tertullian 
wrote, “It is our care of the helpless, our practice of loving-kindness that brands us in the 
eyes of our opponents.” Jesus taught us to love our neighbours as ourselves, so Christians support 
widows, orphans, the sick and disabled, the unemployed and imprisoned. 

In 800 A.D. Emperor Charlemagne created public education. Why? He wanted every child in his realm 
to be able to read the Bible.   

In 1864, Pastor Theodor Fliedner helped develop the Geneva Convention. Christians were the driving 
force behind the abolition of slavery. In the 20th century, members of the Church founded Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Compassion International, Food for the Hungry, Samaritan’s Purse, the Rescue Mission, 
the Salvation Army, the YMCA, and World Vision, Ministry to Lepers. 

I could go on. But you get the point. Don’t take the Church for granted. Sure it’s got flaws because it’s 
made up of flawed people, but despite its failings, I contend that it’s the most transformative institution 
on earth. People still need the Lord and the Gospel. Our world needs the Church! And I need the 
Church. And you need the Church. 

Fortunately, the Church is going to be around, forever. Revelation 19:7 pictures a great banquet 
at the end of time called, “The Marriage Feast of the Lamb.” This wedding will make rock concerts 

look weak and Stanley Cup finals seem boring. “Blessed are those who are invited to the mar-

riage feast of the Lamb!” Revelation 19:9. Oh, how we need the Church. 
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August 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Friendship Day 

& International For-

giveness Day 

3  

Brynn Blancher 

4 

Terri Fisher 

National Chocolate 
Chip Cookie Day 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

Terri Robertson 

8 

National Clown Day 

9 

National Book Lovers 
Day 

10 

Wayne & Connie 
Robertson Anniversary 

11 

Danny Robertson 

12 

Terri & Jim Robertson 
Anniversary 

13 14 

Harald Rust 

15 

16 17 18 

Viola Schweertman 

19 20 

Bev & Earle Woolaver 
Anniversary 

21 

International Day of 
Peace 

22 

Be and Angel Day 

23 24 

Norm McAuslan 

25 26 

National Dog Day 

27 

Global Forgiveness 
Day 

28 29 

30 

National Marshmallow 
Day 

31      
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September 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

Judy Baker 

Sharon McGrail 

3 4 5 

6 

 

7 

Labour Day 

8 

Internatioal Literacy 
Day 

9 

Bill Baker 

10 

Marlie White 

11 

Aslan Jay 

Joseph Ainsworth 

12 

Chocolate Milk Shake 
Day 

13 

Grandparents Day 

14 

Earle Woolaver 

15 

Riley Blancher 

16 17 18 

Wanda Pratt 

Rosh Hashana begins 
at sundown 

19 

National Butterscotch 
Pudding day 

20 

Millie White 

Wife Appreciation Day 

21 

International Day of 
Peace 

22 

Fall Begins 

23 

National Checkers Day 

24 25 

National Comic book 
Day 

26 

27 28 

National Good Neigh-
bour Day 

29 30 

Gwen Jay 

Ken Girard 

Orange Shirt Day 
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Property Committee Report – July 

2020 

Your Property Committee continues to be 
very active during our pandemic shut-down. 

So far this year -   

The woodwork in the front narthex has been 
re-varnished by Joyce and Leone. 

The new floor covering for the front narthex 
is on backorder and is expected to be 
shipped later this month and then installed 
when Hucker floors can schedule it. 

The front steps of the church have been 
scraped and re-painted by Joyce and Leone. 

The flower bed at the front of the church has been replanted by Joyce, Leone and Windover Nurseries. 

Harald Rust and electrician Bob Marriott have installed LED lighting in our church sign for greater visibility 
during the nighttime hours. 

A new dehumidifier has been purchased for the main downstairs area.  Harald continues to monitor the 
dehumidifiers in the church basement to assure proper humidity levels are maintained during the summer 
months. 

Our new defibrillator has been mounted on the wall at the rear of the sanctuary and the deacons and 
some of the property members have already been trained in its use. 

The weeds in the sidewalks and driveway have been sprayed. 

Furnace filters on both furnaces were changed July 1st. 

Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, Joyce, Lee, Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill  

A little girl, dressed in her Sunday 
best, was running as fast as she 
could, trying not to be late for Bi-
ble class. As she ran she prayed, 
“Dear Lord, please don’t let me be 
late! Dear Lord, please don’t let me 
be late!” 

As she was running and praying, 
she tripped on a curb and fell, get-
ting her clothes dirty and tearing 
her dress. She got up, brushed 
herself off, and started running 
again. As she ran she once again 
began to pray, “Dear Lord, please 
don’t let me be late… But please 
don’t shove me either!” 
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Team Outreach will not be 
hosting our monthly events 
commencing Sept. 2020. 

We will be supporting the 
church anniversary special 
activities for our 150th. 

The story of Adam and Eve was being carefully explained in the children’s Sunday School class. 

Following the story, the children were asked to draw some picture that would illustrate the story. 

Little Bobby drew a picture of a car with three people in it. In the front seat was a man and in the 

back seat, a man and a woman. The teacher was at a loss to understand how this illustrated the 

lesson of Adam and Eve. Little Bobby was prompt with his explanation. “Why, this is God driving 

Adam and Eve out of the garden!” 

As of July 24,  Lambton County 
will be moving to stage 3 opening 
from the Covid-19 virus. 

The deacons will be letting us 
know when we will open as a con-
gregation with in person worship. 

Until then,  plans are still being 
made for the celebration of our 
Congregations’ 150 years of faith-
fulness.   

Soon there will be a meeting called 
to plan times and committees for 
various events during that year.  If 
you are interested in attending,  
please contact Wanda at wjprat-
t10@outlook.com or 519-882-1872 
or Jean Bradshaw at 
dayxday7@gmail.com or 519-330-
1190. 

We will be needing people to re-
search and find former members 
and mail invitations. 

We will also need people to  

 Host a Passover meal event 

 Host a 10 day reading of the 
Bible Event (complete with coffee 
breaks every hour)  

 Possibly host other events 
and celebrations. 
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Report on Deacons’ Meeting :  July 16, 2020 

The Deacons met at the church and first had some training on the new AEF “Defibrillator” 

device which is installed in a small cabinet at the back main door of the sanctuary. Training  

was provided by Mr. Grant Purdy.  More training for others in the congregation is being planned. 

There was discussion about possible re-opening plans looking at cleaning protocols and procedures for 
safe operations for the future.   Further discussion is planned for mid August so that at the time when 
things look good to try to re-open (such as possibly in September), then there be lead time in order to get 
things ready.   Some helpful guidelines have been forwarded to us by our insurance company which has 
obviously given it much thought and of course we will be planning to comply with government guidelines 
and rules as well.   

We plan at church to have a physical drop-off time on Monday July 27 for tithes, offerings, and any 
food bank contributions from 09:30 – 11:45.  Food bank items will then be shuttled directly to the Food 
Bank.  

Plans being formulated by Wanda, Jean, Cheryl, Donna, Jan, and others for the 149th and 150th anniver-
saries (2012 and 2022) are being put into action.  There will be special photos gathered, possible special 
speakers, events, publications, help from the Outreach Committee and finally the 150th Anniversary in 
May 2022.    

To make sure you get your newsletter 
in a timely manner,  be sure to give 
Wanda your email address.  wjprat-
t10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your 
mailbox/inbox by September 27.  
Please have all info and pictures to 
Wanda by September 20. 

We love input by you. If you write po-
ems or tell jokes,  please submit them.   Our ever busy Joyce on Canada Day in 

the Tour Petrolia event. 


