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First News February March 2020  Pastor Alex Craig 

Well here we are! Launching out again into a brand new year. What will 2020 hold for us as a church, as families 
and as individuals. Like it or not, time marches on and the calendar changes. But the Word of God remains the same 
yesterday, today and forever. 

Would you like to be blessed by God in 2020? Who wouldn’t? I hope and pray to be blessed in the New Year. All 
of us feel that way, which is why we wish each other a “blessed” new year. We mean by that, “May the favour of 
God rest upon you all year long.” That’s a wonderful thought.  

No one (at least no healthy person) gets up and says, “I want to be miserable today. I hope I have a rotten day.” We 
all want to be blessed. We all want to be happy. We all want to find fulfillment in what we do every day.  

Psalm 1 tells us how we can be continually blessed every day. This is one of my favourite Psalms. In just six 
short verses we learn the secret of the life God blesses. And it’s not related to New Year’s resolutions.  

The blessing Psalm 1 talks about goes much deeper. “Blessed is the one.” Happy is the one! This is God’s prescrip-
tion for happiness. 

When we read this psalm, we discover that blessedness relates to the way we live, and the choices we make. It de-
pends on the kind of people we are.  

From God’s point of view, there are two ways and only two ways to live, because there are two kinds of people in 
the world and only two kinds. There are the godly and then there are the ungodly. Everyone in the world falls into 
those two categories. There is no “in-between” category.  

Psalm 1 shows us how the righteous live and why they are blessed. It also shows us the end result of both ways of 
life. 

If we want to be blessed by God in 2020, here is the blueprint to follow. Psalm 1:1-3 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take, or sit in the com-
pany of mockers, 2 but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night. 

3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not 
wither— whatever they do prospers. In a nutshell; 

1. It is possible for a person to have a truly blessed and happy life. 

2. That blessedness begins with the negative, not the positive. 

3. That blessedness comes from building your life on the Word of God. 

4. That blessedness is marked by stability and fruitfulness. 

5. That blessedness prospers in all situations. May that blessing be yours throughout 2020! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  

10:30 Communion  

Service 

 

3 4  

7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

5 

10:00  a.m. Ladies 

Bible Study 

6 7 8 

9 10:30 a.m.  Wor-

ship Service 

10 

7:00 p.m. Puzzle-

mania & Games Ga-

lore 

11 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

12 

10:00  a.m. Ladies 

Bible Study 

13 14 Valentines Day 

 

15 

12:00  Association 

Meeting   & 

Lunch 

Leone Mater 

16 10:30 a.m.  Fami-

ly Day  Service  & pot 

luck lunch 

 

17 Family Day 

 

18 7:00 Annual 

Business Meeting 

 

19 

10:00  a.m. Ladies 

Bible Study 

20 21 

Sally Dillon 

22 

23 10:30 a.m.  Wor-

ship Service     

Sunny Sunday Coffee 

Time After Worship 

 

24 

Daniel Rust 

25 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

 

 

26 Lent Begins 

10:00  a.m. Ladies 

Bible Study 

 

27 28 

Helen McDonald 

29 

7:00 p.m. Love is 

in the Air  

February 2020 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 10:30 a.m.  Wor-

ship and Communion  

Service 

 

2 3 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Bryce Blancher 

4 

10:00  a.m. Ladies 

Bible Study 

5 6 7 

8 10:30 a.m.  Wor-

ship Service 

9  

7:00 p.m.  Puzzle-

mania & Games Ga-

lore 

10 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

11 

10:00  a.m. Ladies 

Bible Study 

12 13 14 

15 10:30 a.m.  

Worship Service 

Rick Jay 

16 17 

Far East Broadcasting 

Dinner  

18 

10:00  a.m. Ladies 

Bible Study 

19 

Cara Brandon 

20 21 

Bev Woolaver 

22 10:30 a.m.  

Worship Service 

1:30-4 Joyce Finlay-

son  90th Birthday  

Party 

23 

Jaden Burdett 

24 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

25 

10:00  a.m. Ladies 

Bible Study 

26 27 28 

7:00 p.m.  Bird 

Landscapes with 

Lance Lane 

 

29 10:30 a.m.  

Worship Service 

Sunny Sunday Coffee 

Time after worship 

 

30 31 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

    

March 2020 
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This New Day 

Good morning child, it is God 

Dawn is about to break 

And I have a message for you 

As you slowly start to wake.   

This new day soon to begin 

Is a gift from Me to you. 

I want you to use it wisely 

In all that you say and do.  

Tho you don’t know what lies ahead 

Or what you will have to face 

You can handle whatever it is 

For you have My mercy and grace. 

Cherish each hour I grant you 

Every precious minute 

Put all the kindness, joy and love 

That you have in it. 

Do the things I taught you 

Let your spirit shine 

So that when others see you 

They’ll know you’re one of mine. 

Now as you rise to start the day 

I give angels charge over thee 

To guide, encourage and protect  

That’s how cherished you are to me. 

Janice White 

Property Committee News 

Your Property Committee continues to be very 
busy. 

Since our last newsletter report -   

The roof on the front entrance tower has been re-
placed. 

The plaster damage in the front narthex has been 
repaired. 

Front narthex has been primed and re-painted. 

The two toilets in the men’s downstairs bathroom 
have been replaced. 

Furnace filters on both furnaces were changed 
January 2nd. 

Respectfully - your Property Committee – Leone, 
Joyce, Lee, Earle, Harald, Norm & Bill  

To borrow a line  from Art Linkletter:    

Kids say the darndest things 

***** 

Ariel: Daddy did you have a girlfriend be-
fore Mommy? 
Rick: Ya, lots of them. 
Ariel: So, lots of people didn't really like 
you, then?  

***** 

A riddle by Ariel: 
Suppose there are 5 lit candles. A wind 
blows out 2. How many will be left? 
(see the answer on page 9) 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009308764659&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCysD9fZ2HPMwZuep0PMRD9TXDuUh7Gmh6AuIalekiNsdNgUpNsmMO650EGaYK7g9QdQOAVSHdmEXHz&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/rick.jay?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCipVVGLzR8klJu4cHs4si46BIo4Pj5BdwkbugBL3zQDNrggSSq_smiMX9NpVVziGbQQ_wsmlFOqSkz&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009308764659&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARClpK6ITdSFd07NknL889loHN_xhpu_1FCEFlCjeF3OmcnKwswHn4IAZxSkq7HUd8Z8Vg5VQvNt8Yz2&fref=mentions
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Did we ever celebrate Christmas:  Singing,  eating, decorating, worshiping,  remem-
brering, more eating,  more fellowship,  more singing,  did I mention snacking! 
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To make sure you get your newslet-
ter in a timely manner,  be sure to 
give Wanda your email address.  
wjpratt10@outlook.com   

The next newsletter will be in your 
mailbox/inbox by March 29.  Please 
have all info and pictures to Wanda 
by March 22 

We love input by you. If you write 
poems or tell jokes,  please submit 
them.   

Ladies Bible Study 

All Ladies are welcome.  Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.   

To learn more about Ann Voscamp,  check out her web page and blog:  
https://annvoskamp.com/  

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
John 10:10 ESV 

We are finishing up a study on the book “The Broken Way, A Daring Path into the Abundant Life” by Ann 
Voskamp. Ann has a unique way of capturing the moment, and how to be in relationship with God in the moment. 
With her solid Biblical knowledge, she wrestles us through applying God’s Word to our here and now. 

For the last several months we have been challenged to allow our hearts to be broken open to God and to one anoth-
er in closer communion. She suggests that our wounds are openings to the beauty in us, and our weaknesses a con-
tainer for God’s glory. We must be certain of our identity in Christ and live according to that identity, must let God 
define us rather than the lies we’ve allowed to define us through life experiences. If we belittle ourselves, we are 
really belittling God who created us. She challenges us to become the gift people around us need and to reach out to 
the poor and broken who are also made in the image of God. She has worked through difficult experiences in her 
own life, like, at age four, seeing her little sister be crushed dead by a delivery vehicle which eventually led to the 
breakup of her family. We cannot successfully block out pain and suffering (when we try it ultimately leads to more 
pain), but instead, we are challenged to embrace it and allow our wounds to be healed in the wounds of Christ, and 
then to be His healing to the hurting. 

We are praying and growing together in our Wednesday morning times. Any ladies are welcomed to join us, even if 
you can only come from time to time. 

Sara 

https://annvoskamp.com/
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The Family Quiz Corner  

( an opportunity for all ages to expand your knowledge in creative 
ways!) 

Have you ever taken time to look at the beautiful stained glass win-
dows at First Baptist Church?  Here are a few questions you can 
think about. Send us your responses and we will publish them... 
anonymously if you wish! Email to: wjpratt10@outlook.com or 
cherylcassin@gmail.com. You can also put written answers in the 
mailbox of Wanda Pratt or Cheryl Cassin 

> What shapes do you see? 

> How many colours do you see? 

> Do you know how many stained glass windows are in the 
Church? 

> Do you ever think about what the parts of the windows might 
mean? 

> If you were to design a stained glass window for the Church, 
what would it look like? Describe it or draw it!  (send us your 
drawings...we would like to see them!) 

 

The ladies Bible Study will 
start a new study book soon:  

Lies Women Believe  

by Nancy DeMoss Wolge-
muth 

Please let Sara know if you would like a 
copy of the book.  Aprox. $22. 
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Christmas in the Middle East: 

We support Elie and Mireille Haddad as some of 
our Missionaries.  They teach as the Arab Baptist 
Theological Seminary as does Emad Botros 
(below).  During the Christmas break, various 
students did hands on ministry in the area.  I am 
assuming Beriut, Lebanon.  They took food to 
Syrian refugees,  provided play time for children,  did puppet shows for children and adults teach-
ing the gospel in a fun way.   

Most of the students and their instructors’ hearts were touched by what they encountered dur-
ing the Christmas break.  Here are their prayer requests.  

 

Awney from Egypt, the current leader of the ministry said, 

“I had good conversations with some of the kids who 

were on the streets and felt completely abandoned. 

One of them, an Egyptian like myself, somehow 

ended up in Lebanon with deep hurt and trust issues. 

Even the kids who gave us a hard time grew attached 

to us. Our goal was to simply bring them joy, and I 

believe we achieved it. We are planning to pay them 

another visit in the coming months.”       Elie & Mireille Haddad (above) 

           Emad Botros (below) 

Ibrahim from Sudan shared, 

“This experience deeply moved me. I don’t think I 

will easily forget these children. Listening to their 

stories brought back memories of my own childhood. 

I grew up in an abusive environment, too, so I was 

happy to encourage them and reassure them that 

they are not alone.” 

 

Youssef from Sudan, who will take over the leadership of the 

Compassionate Care Ministry once Awney graduates this 

summer shared, 

“We had been studying about the missional church 

lately. Doing ministry this Christmas holiday made 

me see it in action through acts such as visiting 

orphans and street children. It made me think of 

ways my wife and I could apply such a ministry in 

our own context once we graduate. There are more 

poor homes in remote areas that no one knows; 

may God burden our hearts and lead us to them as 

we continue to serve Him.” 

Answer to Ariel’s riddle on page 4:    The answer is 2! 
Ariel explained it like this: If 5 are lit and 2 blow out, 3 will 
melt away, leaving only 2.  


