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Call Him Jesus         Pastor Alex Craig 

There is nothing more exhilarating that Christians enjoy celebrating each year than the Christmas story.  But the one 

aspect of this story that many people find difficult to believe is the virgin birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   

This aspect of the Christmas story is just too incredible for modern man to accept. And yet, one cannot study the life 

of Christ without being confronted by it. That Jesus was supernaturally born is not a fabricated fable, but a con-

firmed fact.   

It’s a fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith, and is vital and indispensable to a correct understanding of how 

God came to live among us. 

The record of Matthew 1:18-25 plainly states that Jesus of Nazareth was born of a virgin. While liberal pulpits water 

down, compromise and adulterate one of the great foundations truths of the Christianity, let us this Christmas re-

affirm our belief that when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman. 

Now the process of the birth of Christ was natural, but the conception of Christ was supernatural.  It was without 

parallel in history, for at Bethlehem God upset the biological process of human birth, by placing a man child within 

Mary by the divine agency of the Holy Spirit. The supreme fact in the history of the world - perhaps in the history of 

the universe - is that God became man in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

The virgin birth of Jesus was the belief of the early Christian Church, for what do they state in the Apostle’s Creed. 

“I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son, Our Lord, 

...Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary.” 

The angel announced to Joseph, "You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins" (v. 21. 

The doctrine of the virgin birth points us to what we call Incarnation. The virgin birth points to Jesus' divinity. The 

point is, Jesus was just as human as the rest of us. At the same time, He was divine: God with us. That is the miracle 

behind this child named Jesus. 

Isn't it sad that the Christmas message often gets buried beneath a pile of tinsel and wrapping paper? In the meaning 

of Jesus' name and the miracle behind it, God has a message for us today and the message is this. 

"Call his name Jesus” for he will save his people from their sins." This is the message for our lives. God so 

loved the world that He miraculously intervened in history and sent us His Son, that whosoever believes in Him - 

whoever receives Him by faith as Saviour and Lord - will be forgiven and cleansed and restored to a right relation-

ship with God. 

The angel said, "Call him Jesus," knowing He would be the Saviour we need in our lives today. 

A beautiful Name! 

A Wonderful Name! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:30 Worship 

Communion Service 

2 3  

7:00 p.m.  Bible 

Study 

4 9:30 Pastor 

Office Hours 

10:30 Ladies Bible 

Study 

5 6 7 

8 

10:30 Worship 

Church Family Christ-

mas Dinner 

9 

7:00 Sing  For Joy 

10  

7:00 p.m.  Bible 

Study 

11 9:30 Pastor 

Office Hours 

10:30 Ladies Bible 

Study 

12 13 14 

Jean Bradshaw 

15 

10:30 Worship 

16 

 

17 

 

18 9:30 Pastor 

Office Hours 

10:30 Ladies Bible 

Study 

19 20 21 

22 

10:30 Worship 

23 24 25 

Merry 

Christmas 

26 27 28 

29 

10:30 Worship 

30 

Janice Kazek 

31     

December 2019 



First Baptist Church Petrolia 3 December 2019—January 2020 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Happy New 

Year 

2 3 4 

5  

10:30 Worship 

Communion 

6 7 

7:00 Bible Study 

8 

Ron & Wanda Pratt 

Anniversary 

9 10 11 

12 

10:30 Worship 

Travis Brandon 

13 

7:00  Puzzlemania and 

Games Galore 

14 

7:00 Bible Study 

15 

9:30 a.m.  Pastor 

Office Hours 

10:00 Ladies Bible 

Study 

16 17 18 

19 

10:30 Worship 

Newsletter deadline 

for Feb—March 

newsletter 

20 21 

7:00 Bible Study 

22 

9:30 a.m.  Pastor 

Office Hours 

10:00 Ladies Bible 

Study 

23 24 25 

7:00 p.m.  Oral 

Health Care  with 

the Inuit People   

Cheryl McGrail 

Sinclair 

26 

10:30 Worship 

27 28 

7:00 Bible Study 

Jessica Jay 

29 

9:30 a.m.  Pastor 

Office Hours 

10:00 Ladies Bible 

Study 

30 31  

January 2020 
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Adult Bible Study will Continue each Tuesday at 7:00 
p.m.   The group will continue their study of I Corinthi-
ans.  

JESUS  SHINES  THROUGH  US  WHEN  WE SERVE 

    By Donna McAuslan 

 

On November 4, 2019 Baptist Women came together around the world for Baptist 
Women’s World Day of Prayer.  What an impact we know that prayer has.   

 

The theme was “SERVICE”.  There are 7 Continental Unions connecting women 
from all over the world from 151 countries.  There is Asia, Europe, North America, 
Africa, Latin America, South West Pacific and the Caribbean.  This last Union, the 
Caribbean, prepared the 2019 program.  Their focus was ministering to abused 
women and children and trafficking of humans. 

 

We started our day here at First Baptist Petrolia meeting together with our Baptist sisters.  We opened in prayer and 
enjoyed our potluck lunch.  Nothing better than enjoying fellowship over a feast. 

 

Once we were filled with food we were blessed and filled with worship and praise.  One of our worship songs was 
of course “Make Me A Servant”.  We talked about what does service look like, what is something practical we can 
do.  We quickly filled our board with ideas.  We could call a friend in need, lead a bible study, help with the food 
bank, help a young mom with their children and on and on.  Countless ways to show our love when we use our gifts 
and talents.  Loving God by loving others.  

1 Peter 4:10 states “ Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully, administering 
God’s grace in its various forms.”  We serve God by serving others.  Sometimes Christians give excuses for not 
serving such as “ I don’t have time”, or “I can’t possibly contribute to helping here.  But we must remember God 
doesn’t call the equipped.  He equips the called.  God doesn’t want to work through you-He wants to work IN 
you. 

   

We enjoyed our afternoon of singing/worshipping, listening to faith stories, hearing a devotional which gave us 
time to reflect on service, praying for our sisters around the world and giving our offerings to the ministry and pro-
jects globally. 

 

What a wonderful afternoon standing together in solidarity with our global Baptist sisters.  We were truly blessed. 
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Sing For Joy 
Monday,  December 9, 2019  

7:00 p.m.  

All welcome to an evening of  

Carol Singing and Christmas 
Cheer. 
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Missionfest Success! 

Nearly 100 people attended the Missionfest 
Celebration November 9 at Westview Church 
in London. 

Attendees were set in different tables according 
to their “wealth” as a way to help us under-
stand the disparity of food security in the 
world.   

15 people were at the wealthy table and had a 
beautiful meal with salad, juice, and a full 
plate. Another 15 at the middle class table 
where they had chili and ice water. The other 
60 or so were at the poor table where they had  
soup and water with no ice.  A very effective 
way to show the realities of life for most of the 
people in the world.   

The monetary presentations were made after 

the dinner showing that $33,360.00 was 
raised to support the work of supporting food 
security in the DR Congo and also to support 
the CBCA Bible School also in the coun-
try.  The funds were divided 70 % / 30 % .   

A few days later we got a note from the Asso-
ciation saying that other money had come in, 

bringing the total to $35,865.49.  The 
goal has been met.  PRAISE 
THE LORD!!!  
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To make sure you get your news-
letter in a timely manner,  be sure 
to give Wanda your email address.  
wjpratt10@outlook.com   

 

The next newsletter will be in 
your mailbox/inbox by January 
26.  Please have all news and pic-
tures to Wanda by January 19 

Ladies Bible Study 

All Ladies are welcome.  
We will be studying  “The 
Broken Way”  by Ann 
Voscamp.   

To learn more about Ann 
Voscamp,  check out her 
web page and blog:  https://

annvoskamp.com/  

https://annvoskamp.com/
https://annvoskamp.com/
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Outreach Team 

Our Outreach Team is very busy.  Below 
are a few pictures of some recent events. 

Rollie Nantais was here in the fall to ex-
plain about Lifewater Canada and drilling 
water wells in Haiti.  Sunshine Debbie and 
Liz Welsh at Albany retirement home.  
Debbie and Kimberly doing crafts at Alba-
ny retirement home,  and Lloyd McDonald 
making popcorn for our recent movie 
night.   

And to the left is the plan for a January 
event.   

All this besides out monthly coffee breaks 
and game nights.   

What an awesome group! 
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First time opening the 
church for Halloween and 
we had a few kids come to 
scare us.   

A good way to reach out in 
the community. 

Church Service in 2020 

Pastor:  “The Lord be with you!”  

Congregation: “And with your spirit. 

Pastor:  “Will everyone please turn on their tablet, PC, IPad, smart phone and Kindle Bibles to 1 Co-
rinthians 13:13.  And please switch on your Bluetooth to download the sermon” 

P-A-U-S-E….. 

“Now, let us pray committing this week into God’s hands.  Open your Apps, BBM, Twitter and Face-
book and chat with God. 

S-I-L-E-N-C-E 

“As we take our Sunday tithes and offerings, please have your credit and debit cards ready.  You can 
long on to the church Wi-Fi using the password ‘Lord909887’.  The ushers will circulate mobile card 
swipe machines among the worshipers. 

 A.  Those who prefer to make electronic fund transfers are directed to computers and laptops 
at the rear of the church. 

 B. Those who prefer to use IPads can open them 

 C. Those who prefer telephone banking, take out your cell phones to transfer your contribu-
tions to the church account.  

The holy atmosphere of the church becomes truly electrified as ALL the smart phones, IPads, PC’s 
and laptops beep and flicker! 

Final Blessing and Closing Announcements: 

 A. This week’s ministry cell meetings will be held on the various Facebook group pages 
where the usual group chatting takes place.  Please log in and don’t miss out. 

 B. Thursday’s Bible study will be held live on Skype at 1900 hrs GMT.  Please don’t miss out.
 C  You can follow your Pastor on Twitter this weekend for counselling and prayers 

God Bless and have a nice day. 
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Dear friends and partners, 

As you read this newsletter, Lebanon continues to make the news with protests and a (mostly) non-violent uprising. Peo-
ple are fed up with the colossal corruption that has plagued Lebanon for many years and that is bringing down the econo-
my in its wake. 

 

For the first time in Lebanon, people across sectarian lines, religious lines, and political-party lines, are demonstrating in 
massive numbers. This is a leaderless revolution where people are spontaneously revolting against the current state of 
affairs. We have experienced a lot of turmoil in Lebanon’s recent history, but we now find ourselves in a new space, a 
space where we have never been before. The outcome of this uprising is uncertain. It could lead to major reform, even 
possibly transforming Lebanon from a sectarian state to a secular state, or, God forbids, it could lead to more civil unrest 
and possibly bloodshed. Alternatively, if the politicians succeed in extinguishing the uprising then that will set Lebanon 
back several decades, driving large numbers of young people to give up and emigrate. No matter which way it goes, 
things will not be the same anymore. There is no going back. 

 

It is at a time like this that the Church needs to have a clear and prophetic voice. As the country is wrestling with many 
political, social, and economic issues, there needs to be a clear Kingdom voice within the mix, a good moral compass for 
the way forward. As there  is much division and exclusion, there needs to be a loving and embracing community that 
brings unity and acceptance to the diverse voices. As there is fear and anxiety, there needs to be agents of hope with a 
godly vision for the nation. The Church cannot sit this one out. 

What can we do as church? I invite you to follow our blog at imes.blog and journey with us as we discover God’s calling 
for us at this time. And when you have a minute, pray for us. 

Elie Haddad, President  Arab Baptist Theological Seminary 

Pray that the current ruling political class gains sensitivity to the people’s needs in this critical situa-
tion, addressing them wisely with a readiness to sacrifice their own interests for the sake of the country’s 
deliverance. 

Pray for protection over those in the Lebanese judicial system. May they be given boldness and impar-
tiality so that corruption does not go unpunished and justice runs its course paving the way for fiscal 
and governmental reform. 

Pray for the people of Lebanon not to be driven be fear during this economic situation. Many gas sta-
tions are temporarily closing across the country due to limited access to foreign currencies and the 
country’s ability to import essential goods (such as food, medicine, and fuel) is declining. 

Pray for God’s Kingdom to expand at all times and during all circumstances in Lebanon. Pray for God 
to give His Church a spirit of generosity to reflect His love to the community during this time. 
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Here are 25 Christian Quotes for Your Christmas: 

1. “Off to one side sits a group of shepherds. They sit silently on the floor, perhaps perplexed, perhaps in awe, 
no doubt in amazement. Their night watch had been interrupted by an explosion of light from heaven and a sym-
phony of angels. God goes to those who have time to hear him–and so on this cloudless night he went to simple 
shepherds.” -Max Lucado 
 
2."Once in our world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than our whole world." -C.S. Lewis 
 
3. “So God throws open the door of this world—and enters as a baby. As the most vulnerable imaginable. Be-
cause He wants unimaginable intimacy with you. What religion ever had a god that wanted such intimacy with us 
that He came with such vulnerability to us? What God ever came so tender we could touch Him? So fragile that 
we could break Him? So vulnerable that His bare, beating heart could be hurt? Only the One who loves you to 
death.” -Ann Voskamp 
 
4.“At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and serv-

ing the others with God's own love and concern.” -Mother Teresa 
 
5.“...And then, just when everything is bearing down on us to such an extent that we can scarcely withstand it, the 
Christmas message comes to tell us that all our ideas are wrong, and that what we take to be evil and dark is real-
ly good and light because it comes from God. Our eyes are at fault, that is all. God is in the manger, wealth in 
poverty, light in darkness, succor in abandonment. No evil can befall us; whatever men may do to us, they cannot 
but serve the God who is secretly revealed as love and rules the world and our lives.” -Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
6. “We consider Christmas as the encounter, the great encounter, the historical encounter, the decisive encoun-
ter, between God and mankind. He who has faith knows this truly; let him rejoice.” -Pope Paul VI 
 
7. “And when the Lord Jesus has become your peace, remember, there is another thing: good will towards men. 
Do not try to keep Christmas without good will towards men.” -Charles Spurgeon 
 
8. “Peace with God, peace with others, and peace in your own heart.” -Rick Warren 
 
9. “Any one thinking of the Holy Child as born in December would mean by it exactly what we mean by it; that 
Christ is not merely a summer sun of the prosperous but a winter fire for the unfortunate.” -G.K. Chesterton 
 
10. “All the Christmas presents in the world are worth nothing without the presence of Christ." -David Jeremiah 
 
11. “Faith is salted and peppered through everything at Christmas. And I love at least one night by the Christmas 
tree to sing and feel the quiet holiness of that time that's set apart to celebrate love, friendship, and God's gift of 
the Christ child.” -Amy Grant 
 
12. "Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that He 
gave His only Son. The only requirement is to believe in Him. The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting 
life." -Corrie Ten Boom 

 
13."I truly believe that if we keep telling the Christmas story, singing the Christmas songs, and living the 
Christmas spirit, we can bring joy and happiness and peace to this world." -Norman Vincent Peale 
 
14."Best of all, Christmas means a spirit of love, a time when the love of God and the love of our fellow 
men should prevail over all hatred and bitterness, a time when our thoughts and deeds and the spirit of 
our lives manifest the presence of God." -George F. McDougall 
 

https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html
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 15.“It is impossible to conceive how different things would have turned out if that birth had not happened whenever, 
wherever, however it did … for millions of people who have lived since, the birth of Jesus made possible not just a 
new way of understanding life but a new way of living it. It is a truth that, for twenty centuries, there have been un-
told numbers of men and women who, in untold numbers of ways, have been so grasped by the child who was 
born, so caught up in the message he taught and the life he lived, that they have found themselves profoundly 
changed by their relationship with him.” -Frederick Buechner  
 
16. “The Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, needing to be fed and changed and taught to talk 
like any other child. The more you think about it, the more staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as this 
truth of the Incarnation.” -J.I. Packer 
 
17.“Jesus was God and man in one person, that God and man might be happy together again.” -George Whitefield 
 
18. “Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold, everything is softer and more beautiful.” -Norman 
Vincent Peale 
 
19. “You can never truly enjoy Christmas until you can look up into the Father’s face and tell him you have received 
his Christmas gift.” -John R. Rice 
 
20. “The only people who soul can truly magnify the Lord are...people who acknowledge their lowly estate and are 
overwhelmed by the condescension of the magnificent God.” -John Piper 
 
21.“Into this world, this demented inn in which there is absolutely no room for him at all, Christ comes uninvited.” -
Thomas Merton 
 
22. “Christmas is joy, religious joy, an inner joy of light and peace.” -Pope Francis 
 
23. “Moreover, the fact that the Son of God became man through being conceived by the Holy Spirit and being born 

of the Virgin Mary, that is, not of the will of the flesh nor of the will of a human father, but of God (John 1:13), 
means that at this decisive point in the incarnation the distinctive place and function of man as male human be-
ing was set aside.” -Thomas F. Torrance 

 
24. “The great challenge left to us is to cut through all the glitz and glam of the season that has grown increasingly 
secular and commercial, and be reminded of the beauty of the One who is Christmas.” -Bill Crowder 
 
25. "The very purpose of Christ's coming into the world was that he might offer up his life as a sacrifice for the sins 

of men. He came to die. This is the heart of Christmas." -Rev. Billy Graham 

• The Partridge in the Pear Tree is Jesus Christ. 

• The 2 Turtle Doves are The Old and New Testaments. 

• The 3 French hens are Faith, Hope, and Charity, the theological virtues. 

• The 4 Calling Birds are the four gospels and/or the four evangelists. 

• The 5 Golden Rings are the first five books of the Old Testament. 

• The 6 Geese A-laying are the six days of creation. 

• The 7 Swans A-swimming are the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven sacraments. 

• The 8 Maids A-milking are the eight beatitudes. 

• The 9 Ladies Dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit. 

• The 10 Lords A-leaping are the ten commandments. 

• The 11 Pipers Piping are the eleven faithful apostles. 

• The 12 Drummers Drumming are the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+1:13

