First News & Notes
August—September 2019

Heroes of the Faith

Pastor Alex Craig

Over the past few months I’ve read a number of Heroes of the Faith books from our church library. It was truly moving to read the exploits of Hudson Taylor, William Carey, Brother Andrew and John Bunyan.
They faced incredible obstacles and criticism from fellow believers, yet they persevered against all odds, and were
the means of bringing the Gospel to India, Russia and China.
Brother Andrew became known as God’s smuggler, smuggling bibles into Eastern Europe.
Bunyan was a traveling tinker like his father, and was nearly penniless before becoming England's most famous author, writing the Pilgrim’s Progress from prison.
Taylor inspired thousands to forsake the comforts of the West to bring the Christian message to the vast and unknown interior of China. The mission he founded, China Inland Mission continues to this day under the name Overseas Missionary Fellowship.
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as the father of modern Protestant missions, best known for his amazing translation
work in India. When he attempted to promote overseas missions, he was abruptly interrupted by an older minister
who said, "Young man, sit down! When God pleases to convert the heathen, he'll do it without consulting you or
me."
Below are some of the quotes that blessed my heart.
Taylor wrote “Do not have your concert first, and then tune your instrument afterwards.
“All God's giants have been weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned on God being with
them.”
I loved these lines from Carey. “You have been speaking about William Carey. When I am gone, say nothing about
William Carey-speak only about William Carey's Saviour.”
“I'm a dreamer and continue to dream of what can and will be, "Expecting great things from God, Attempting great
things for God”
Brother Andrew “Don't curse the darkness but light a candle.”
“That's the excitement in obedience, finding out later what God had in mind.”
Bunyan - “You have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never repay you.”
“In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without a heart.”
After reading these books, I have to admit any ministry I do is miniscule compared to what these men achieved in
spite of great hardships and at times great sorrow. They never gave up in spite of doubts and fears. We would do well
to emulate them.
If you have never read any of the Heroes of the Faith series, pick one up soon from our church library.
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August 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Bryn Blancher

4

10:30 Communion

Worship Service

5

6

7

8

9

10
Connie & Wayne Robinson Anniversary

11

12

13

10:30 Worship Service

14

15

16

17

22

23

24

Harald Rust

Danny Robertson

18

19

10:30 Worship Service

25

20

21

Bev & Earle Woolaver
Anniversary

26

10:30 Worship Service

Deacon’s Meeting

27

28

29

Norm McAuslan

30

31

Maxine Ainsworth

Sunny Sunday Exchange
Food Bank Sunday
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September 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

10:30 Communion
Worship Service

Judy Baker

9

10

11

12

13

14

Bill Baker

Marley White

10:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study
9:30—12 Pastor Alex
Office hours

16

17

18

7:00 p.m. Bible Study

10:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study
9:30—12 Pastor Alex
Office hours

Sharon McGrail

8

10:30 Worship

Service

15
10:30 Worship Service
Riley Blancher

Earle Woolaver

19

20

21

Mildred White

Wanda Pratt

22

23

10:30 Worship Service

29
10:30 Worship Service

24
7:00 p.m. Bible Study

25
10:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study
9:30—12 Pastor Alex
Office hours

26

27

28

7:00 plm.

Roland Nantais—
building wells in Haiti

30
Ken Girard

Sunny Sunday Exchange
Food Bank Sunday
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Mission Aviation Fellowship Missionaries

On Sunday June 16, 2019 our church welcomed The Montgomery Family from M.A.F. This stands for Mission Aviation Fellowship. They are serving in Uganda, but with
school finished for their 4 children they are home for their 2
month home assignment in Canada.
Nathan and Sarah Montgomery shared their ministry with
M.A.F. during our Mission time at our morning service. It is
an international, Christian, relief and development organization. They partner with over 1,400 organizations. Nathan is
a mechanic and works on the planes. These planes provide
an alternative method of transportation or the only means of
getting places that save countless hours over rough roads and avoid areas that are unsafe due to ongoing conflict. These planes may be on a regular weekly flight bringing medical supplies and/or doctors to village clinics, or bringing bibles and pastors to remote congregations, building supplies for the new school, or replacement parts for vital equipment. Also at times, due to drought and famine, emergency food supplies are
brought. When disaster happens and people need help MAF is there. They can make the difference between
life and death in their response time.
This was a real eye opener to me of this 70 year plus program that help to build better lives for the people in
remote communities. What an impact MAF has in our world! Bringing HELP, HOPE and HEALING to people around the world.
Submitted by Donna McAuslan
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Association Women’s Spring Rally
On Saturday May 25, 2019 women from the MLHA were invited to the Spring Rally/Annual Meeting held at First
Baptist Church Petrolia. We hosted approximately 35 women this day.
Registration was set for 11:30 on this cool morning followed by a potluck lunch that was much enjoyed by all.
How could we not with the assortment of main courses, sides, salads and of course desserts.
After this, we enjoyed praise and worship by Cheryl Cassin.
This was followed by the speaker Heather Stanley. She spoke on 1 Peter 2:9. Chosen, Holy, Called. Declaring
the goodness of God. Scripture tells us we are chosen and are a Holy nation. We are to do His work on earth. We
are called to do something and be different from the people around us. To be set apart. We are all God’s workmanship and have something to offer. We need to find our gifts and talents and use them to further His Kingdom. What
encouraging words for us all.
The day closed with a short business meeting. What a blessing on this day.

Submitted by Donna McAuslan

A team composed of thirteen people from Wyoming Baptist and First
Baptist Petrolia will be going on a missions trip to Magnetawan FN, a
First Nations community located an hour's drive north from Parry
Sound. We are going under the umbrella of DayStar, an outreach to
First Nations communities based on Manitoulin Island. We will be
hosting a VBS for the kids of the community from August 5 - 10, and
providing lunch for them each day. We also hope to host a community BBQ on Thursday evening that week, and an adult group based on
Groups of Hope, with some interactive Bible passages.

Please pray for us:
* we would work well together as a team,
* the teens, who will have a larger responsibility in running the VBS this year. Pray they would
connect well with each child who comes.
* the Lord would be our strength and shield, that our heart would trust Him (Psalm 28:7),

* God would love the whole community even through us.
* God would bring healing to the community, freedom from addictions and anger and unresolved grief.
* As the people search for their identity and their cultural and spiritual roots, they would find
that Christ completes their identity.

* Safety for us in our travels, and safety for the kids and the whole community.
More info about DayStar Ministry to Native Reserves: https://www.daystarnativeoutreach.com/
More info about Magnatawan First Nation: https://www.magnetawanfirstnation.com/
First Baptist Church Petrolia
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Ladies Bible Study
Will begin September 11 at
10:00 a.m.

All Ladies are welcome.
We will be studying “The
Broken Way” by Ann
Voscamp.
Cost for the book is $20.00
+ shipping. (aprox. $22.00)
Sara Rust will order them
late August so please let her
know if you want to take
this class by August 18.
To learn more about Ann
Voscamp, check out her
web page and blog: https://
annvoskamp.com/

First Baptist Church Petrolia

To make sure you get your newsletter in a timely manner, be sure to give Wanda your email
address. wjpratt10@outlook.com
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Adult Bible Study will
begin September 17 at
7:00 p.m. The group will
continue their study of I
Corinthians.

Operation Christmas Child will be happening at First Baptist again this year.
Collection Sunday will be November
17. If you are planning to put some
school supplies in, they may be on sale
soon!

Spanish Bible Ministry
Dr Adolfo Villarreal was our special speaker June 23. He works with
Gord & Ruth Park doing the Spanish Bible Ministry in Mexico. He was
visiting Ontario and was able to tell of some of his work in Mexico.
Our Amazing Felllowship Committee put on a Taco lunch complete
with instructions on the white board!
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Deacon’s Board
The Deacons Board including Pastor Alex has met regularly over the past few months including May 23, and June
18. There was also the June 25 Quarterly Business Meeting with an excellent brief devotional about the need (from
Leviticus 6 v 8-13) for "the fire" to be kept burning and not let go out. This is the fire which (in this context of
spiritual offerings) represents both the "Presence of God" and the "Passion of the Heart". An acronym using the
word Flame was used to emphasize fire principles.
We look back now on a few recent events:
- a fine presentation and lunch from Dr. Alopho __ (along with Gord and Ruth Park) to inform us on the Bible distribution work in Mexico.
-a service presented by some of the women of the church on June 30 emphasizing the work of Circles Lambton followed by one in which I spoke on four miracles of Jesus recorded in the Gospel of Mark (for July 7)
-many enjoyed a warm-weather church potluck picnic in the Bridgeview Park.
The sign at the front corner of the church lawn has been levelled with the professional injection of concrete under
the low end.
Some business discussed was to have a small increase in the cost per plate for funeral lunches for the future.
The next deacons' meeting is to be held Thursday, Aug 22.
Thanks to each one for the blessings of your fellowship and faithful service as we walk with the Lord.
Sincerely, Harald
Special Birthday
We do like to celebrate at First Baptist. There was a special party here Feb 17 for Leone Mater’s 90th Birthday. Besides her
church family, local politicians also brought greetings!
Right is Leone with Marilyn Gladu and below is Leone with
Bob Bailey
The church’s web site is: http://
firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/
The church’s new email is
fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
If you need spiritual help during this time, please
contact one of the deacons:
Ministry Leader:
Alex Craig 1-519-786-3325
Deacons:
Harald Rust—519-882-0104
Brad Loosely – 519-882-2073
Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092
Janice White 519-882-1874
Find us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
First-Baptist-Church-PetroliaFirst Baptist Church Petrolia
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