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Trees of the Bible – June – July 2019  Pastor Alex Craig 

 

I grew up in the country. We lived approximately two miles from the nearest town, Carrickfergus, County Antrim. 
Being that I grew up away from the city folks, I had a lot of time to explore and learn about the woods, and hills 
around our home.  There were not a lot of trees in our area but one of my favourites was called “the big oak.” So I 
really loved Canada and its many trees and forests when Wyn and I immigrated to Ontario. 

Trees are an important commodity for man. They are used in almost every home in some way. Many houses are built 
totally with wood. Our home in Forest is a home clad with cedar. 

Man has been blessed to know how to use trees for their benefit. Joseph, Jesus earthly father was a carpenter and 
would have passed on to Jesus all his carpentry skills. Throughout history, trees have played have been an important 
part in mans existence. 

Trees are mentioned often in the Bible and have been used in the lives of many of God’s people, as well as in the 
conversion of a little man who wanted to see the Saviour. 

Our first look at a tree and man is: 

A Man Behind A Tree 

Our first Bible picture of man and trees is when we see Adam and his wife, Eve, hiding among the trees of the gar-
den of Eden in Genesis 3:8. They were not just playing hide and seek, they were hiding from God because they had 
disobeyed His command.  

A Man in a Tree 

The second Tree or Trees I would like you to see is the trees which made an ark to save mankind from a flood of 
judgment. The ark was made from wood from a Gopher tree, and the ark saved Noah and his family from the flood. 

A Man under a Tree 

Elijah was God’s prophet, and after fleeing from Queen Jezebel who was trying to kill him, he was found sleeping 
under a juniper tree. 

A Man up A Tree 

Little Zacchaeus sought to see Jesus and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him. It was a good day for him.  

A Man On A Tree 

The last tree we see is a man on a tree. The cross was a tree, hewn and shaped by mans hands to be an instrument of 

death. Jesus, the only human who knew no sin, became sin for us. “Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon His 

shoulders, ashamed, I hear my mocking voice, call out among the scoffers. It was my sin that held Him there until it 

was accomplished, His dying breath has brought me life, I know that it is finished.” He took our sins and paid for 

them in full. Halleluiah, what a Saviour! 
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June 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  

10:30 worship 

Vangie Girard 

 

3 4 

7:00 Bible Study 

Larry Ainsworth 

Mary Deacon 

5 
Noon luncheon for 

Ladies Bible Study 
@ 5 Woodside, 

Forest 

6 7 
8 
Brad & Wendy 

Loosley Anniversary 

9 

10:30 Worship 

10 
Wayne Robertson 

11 

7:00 Bible Study 

12 
 Harald & Sara Rust 

Anniversary 

13 14 
15 Lambton 

Youth Choir Reun-

ion  1—5 pm  

16 

10:30 Worship 

MAF Missionaries 

17 18 
19   

Chantal Brandon 20 21 22 

23 

10:30 Worship 

Mexican Mission 

Sunday with lunch 

to follow 

24 
25 

Lloyd McDonald 26 
27 Chloe Burdett 

Jonah Burdett 

Lee & Jean Brad-

shaw Anniversary 

Norm & Donna 
McAuslan Anniver-

sary 

28 29 

30 

10:30 Worship 
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July 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
3 

Jessica Robertson 4 
5  

Bill & Judy Baker 

Anniversary 

6 

7 

10:30 Worship 

Brad Loosley 

8 9 10 11 
12 

Cheryl Cassin 13 

14 

10:30 Worship 
15 16 17 18 19 

20 

Pot Luck Picnic at 

Bridgview Park 

21 

10:30 Worship 

August—

September news 

deadline 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 

10:30 worship 

August– Septem-

ber Newsletter 

distributed 

29 30 31    
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Some deacon news from Harald   

 

- It was very inspirational to have had a great Palm Sunday service followed by Good Friday and 
Easter Celebrations.   

- On May 5 we enjoyed an excellent Anniversary Sunday to commemorate 147 years of the Lord’s 
work within our local church. 

Fine music was provided by the Lambton Youth Choir under the direction of Diane O’Dell (with the 
assistance of a number of volunteers).  

Pastor Brian Horrobin from Wallaceburg was our guest speaker and he was visiting with Ruth and 
four of their five children.  Pastor Brian’s sermon title was, “Celebrate But Keep the Line Moving” 
and he spoke from Philippians 3 : 12-14.   Pastor Brian used many illustrations of perseverance 
from running the Boston Marathon and reflecting on the Apostle Paul writing from prison and seek-
ing to encourage people as they seek to go on fruitfully in fellowship with the Lord and others.  An 
excellent meal was enjoyed by a large group afterward thanks to the generous labours of many.   

In new news, there are plans being made for a possible family pot-luck in Bridgeview Park in Pe-
trolia for July 20   

An additional set of plans is being put together for a church -family BBQ hosted by Pastor Alex and 
Wyn on August 16.  Please stay tuned as plans are made more firm.   
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Association News 
 

The Middlesex-Lambton-Huron Association (MLHA) had our Annual Assembly on Sat. April 13, 2019 at 
First Baptist Church London. 

 

Our guest speaker was Rev. Jon Korkidakis, lead pastor at Village Green Community Church in London.  
He shared his thoughts on Where We Have Been and Where Are We Headed. 

 

He feels the church is entering the most difficult time since the 1st century church.  It is facing an incredi-
ble challenge. It is estimated that 9000 churches will close in the next 10 years in Canada. 

 

What do we need in place in order to have a vibrant ministry in the next decade?  He feels we need lead-
ership development for the next generation. 

 

So Where Are We Headed?  

 

He laid out  2 areas of stresses for the church.  Even with war and depression there was hope.  Now 
there has been a swing.  

 

(1) More and more people don’t seek God for forgiveness.   They start to believe cultural messages that 
aren’t biblical that we are born good.   “I am just wired this way and can’t change how I feel or act”.  They 
need to realize that they are dead in their sins and eternal life starts at the moment of faith. 

 

(2) It’s not just the physical church anymore but the virtual church.  People can go on line and hear the 
message.  He believes this is a wonderful opportunity for the church. 

   

Remember it’s the people and NOT the programs.  

 

The morning  session ended and then lunch was served by the Arkona Baptist Church ladies.   

 

The afternoon session was the business part of the day.  During this time the delegates from each church 
were able to ask questions about a motion that been put forth by the Executive of the MLHA.  

 

It was moved that the MLHA suspend all forms of its support for Camp Hermosa until such time as Camp 
Hermosa board of directors is able to provide detailed proposals with respect to matters such as: Govern-
ance restructuring, Code of Conduct standards for all staff and volunteers.  Discussions followed and the 

LAMBTON YOUTH CHOIR TWENTY-
FIFTH ANNIVERSARY REUNION 
Sponsored by CHARLES FAIRBANK 
OIL PROPERTIES LTD. 

 

Date : June 15, 2019 
Location : Camlachie Community 
Centre, Camlachie, ON 
Time : 1:00 – 5:00 PM 
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June 23  

Mexican Mission Sunday 

With a missionary who works 
with Gord Park 

A Taco lunch is being planned 
after the service. 

 

 

Church Picnic 
 

 

 

 

 

July 20 Bridgview Park 

4:00 fellowship time 

5:00 pot luck picnic 

Please watch the weekly bulletin for  possible fund 
raising opportunities for Missionfest. 
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Links to some of the Missions we 
support as a church: 

Canadian Baptists of Ontario and 
Quebec: https://baptist.ca/  

Sarnia Pregnancy and Options Cen-
tre: https://
www.pregnancycentre.org/  

Spanish Bible Ministries: https://
www.facebook.com/Spanish-Bible-
Ministries-1580874908833055/  

Operation Christmas Child:  https://
www.samaritanspurse.ca/what-we-
do/operation-christmas-child  

Lifewater Canada:  http://
www.lifewater.ca/  

Far East Broadcasting: https://
www.febc.org/  

Middlesex Lambton Huron Associa-
tion of Baptist Churches: http://
www.mlha.ca/  

https://baptist.ca/
https://www.pregnancycentre.org/
https://www.pregnancycentre.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Spanish-Bible-Ministries-1580874908833055/
https://www.facebook.com/Spanish-Bible-Ministries-1580874908833055/
https://www.facebook.com/Spanish-Bible-Ministries-1580874908833055/
https://www.samaritanspurse.ca/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
https://www.samaritanspurse.ca/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
https://www.samaritanspurse.ca/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
http://www.lifewater.ca/
http://www.lifewater.ca/
https://www.febc.org/
https://www.febc.org/
http://www.mlha.ca/
http://www.mlha.ca/
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The church’s web site is: http://
firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/ 

The church’s new email is  

fbcpetrolia@gmail.com  

If you need spiritual help during this time, please 
contact one of the deacons: 

Ministry Leader:  

Alex Craig  1-519-786-3325 

Deacons:  

Harald Rust—519-882-0104 

Brad Loosely – 519-882-2073  

Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092  

Janice White 519-882-1874 

Find us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia- 

June 12, 2019  

 7:00 p.m. 

Sarnia Library Audito-
rium 

Tickets are $10.00 
each 

Proceeds to Sexual As-
sault Survivors Centre 
in Sarnia 

Pregnancy Centre Gala 

Five ladies from First attended the Pregnancy Centre Gala this year.  This is one of their major 
fund raisers that allows them to keep the ministry active in the community.  The local centre had 

13 babies born in 2018 our of 22 option clients.  The Centre provided 20 pregnancy tests .  53 par-
enting clients were helped and 71 families took advantage of the Care Closet.  They also coun-

selled 4 whose pregnancy ended in miscarriage and 6  post abortion clients.   

Pastor Doug Blair is on the national board of Pregnancy Centres in Canada.  He pointed out that in 
the 75 centres across Canada,  there were 38,000 clients per year.  Also across Canada there are 

300 abortions per day.   

Our Church also participates in the Baby Bottle 
campaign to raise money for the pregnancy Cen-

tre.  It runs from Mothers Day to Fathers Day.   

There are information sheets with activities etc. 
for families to do with their children to put the 

fun in Fund Raising. 


