First News & Notes
April—May 2019
Happy Easter Season

Easter-Down on the Farm - 1 Corinthians 15:35-44

Pastor Alex Craig

Many people think that the Bible is a book written for theologians and scholars. If they
have taken the opportunity to read it at all, they have concluded that it’s too difficult to understand.
This is unfortunate because the Bible was written by common people for common people. In fact, I would contend that farmers should be among those who understand better than others. Jesus lived and spoke to an agricultural community.
Jesus and his disciples used agricultural terms because they knew that their audience would understand what
they were talking about. In fact, when Paul teaches about the resurrection in 1 Corinthians he too uses agricultural terminology.
We Are Likened To "Seeds Waiting To Be Planted" (35-44)
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In this passage Paul is talking about a subject that we care deeply about. He is talking about life after death.
Anyone who has buried someone they love, or is getting older, or is experiencing aches and pains, thinks about
life after death.
Paul says our bodies are like seeds. And as such they will not "come to life" until we die. Generally speaking,
seeds will not grow unless they are buried in soil. They will not grow unless they first "die". We understand
this kind of talk, don't we?
Paul wants us to see that our heavenly bodies will be like the products of those seeds . . . far more majestic
than anything that we could have imagined by looking at the original seed. It's hard to believe that some of the
seeds you plant in the ground are going to develop into majestic ears of corn, or yield a spectacular display of
colour. This is the way our bodies will be at the resurrection. What we are now, cannot be compared to what
we shall be.
Year after year you and I bury our loved ones. We stand at the graveside and look forward to a future re-union.
Even though we’ve never seen it, as believers in Christ we hold firm to the truth of a resurrection.
Now . . go back to the text. It tells us that Jesus is the first fruits. What does that mean? The resurrection of
Jesus is the evidence we need to believe that death does lead to life. He was the first "seed" to resurrect. He
was the one who proved it. Up until this time people lived and died and never saw any indication of a harvest
from the seed they planted . . . until Jesus. When Jesus rose from the dead it proved that there was life beyond
the grave.
His tomb was empty. And because he did it changes our perspective as we face death.
It changes our priorities in life. It changes the level of commitment we are willing to make to the Saviour.

It turns despair to hope. If Jesus rose from the dead, He proves He was who He said He was . . . God in human form. And if He was who He said He was, then He did what He claimed He did. Dying for our sins according to the Scriptures, was buried, and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.
His word rings our across the centuries, “because I live, you shall live also.”
First Baptist Church Petrolia
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Rev. Phillip Kazek
October 7, 1960—March 22, 2019
Pastor Phil was a passionate evangelist, who was
kind to all and loved the Lord with all his being.
He will be missed by the many hundreds whose
lives he touched, especially his wife Janice and
daughter Lauren.
Our church family and many whose lives he influenced filled the sanctuary on March 27 to honor him
and celebrate his life of service to God.

“Well done good and faithful servant”

Wanda is
collecting
names for
this fun and
informative
evening.
We need to
speak for
our table by
April 28.
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April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

7:00 p.m.

7:00 pm. Bible
Study & Prayer

9:30 -12 Pastor Office
Hours

Outreach Committee Meeting

7
10:30 Worship
Communion Sunday

10:30 Worship

Thu

Sat

5

6

12

13

20

10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible
Study

9

10

11

7:00 p.m.

6:30 = 9:00 Far East
Broadcasting Dinner

9:30 - 12 Pastor Office
Hours

6:30 Choir Practice
St. Andrews for
Good Friday Service

15

Fri

4

8
Puzzlemania and
Games

14

Wed

Diane O’Dell

10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible
Study

16

17

18

19

7:00 pm. Bible
Study & Prayer

9:30 - 12 Pastor Office
Hours

6:30 Choir Practice
St. Andrews for
Good Friday Service

Good Friday Service
at St. Andrews

25

26

Sara Rust

Rebecca Rust

10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible
Study

21
10:30
Easter
Worship

22

28

29

10:30 Worship
11:30 Sunny Sunday
Exchange

23
7:00 pm. Bible
Study & Prayer

249:30 -12 Pastor
Office Hours

10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible
Study

27

Jessica McAuslan

30
7:00 pm. Bible
Study & Prayer

George McPhee
Carol Rankin

For those who love to sing, here is an opportunity!
The Good Friday service will be at St Andrews with a joint
choir led by Benitta Hart. Two Thursdays before Good Friday
6:30pm
First Baptist Church Petrolia

3

April—May 2019

May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

9:30 - 12 Pastor Office
Hours

Muriel Coutts

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

6:30-9:00 Pregnancy
Center Gala

Robert Dillon

17

18

10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible
Study
Rebecca McAuslan

5
10:30 Worship
Anniversary
Sunday

6

7

8

9

7:00 pm. Bible Study 9:30 -12 Pastor Office
& Prayer
Hours
10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible
Study

12
10:30 Worship
Mothers’ Day
Wendy Loosley

13

14

15

16

7:00 pm. Bible Study 9:30 - 12 Pastor Office
& Prayer
Hours

Betty McPhee

10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible
Study

19
10:30 Worship

26
10:30 Worship

20

21

229:30 -12 Pastor

Gail Burgess

7:00 pm. Bible Study
& Prayer
10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible
Study

27

28

Office Hours

29

23

24

25
11:30 Baptist Women’s Spring Rally

30

31

7:00 pm. Bible Study 9:30 - 12 Pastor Office
& Prayer
Hours
10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible
Study
John & Sharon
McGrail Anniversary

Wyn was so impressed to see our
men in suits that she had to take their
pictures!
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FIRST LADIES EVENT
The weather might have been cold and blustery outside but we experienced
warm fellowship inside our fellowship hall on Sat. March 16, 2019.
The ladies gathered this morning @ 10:00 a.m. for our scrapbook and greeting card making lessons. Some brought photos with ideas while others
thought they would be inspired as the morning progressed. Each lady had
opportunities to watch our guest presenters show us their expertise in greeting card making and to work on and be creative on some scrapbooking.
We welcomed Jennifer Hoag (she attends our ladies bible study) and her
nighbour Gayle Sankey. They were our instructors for this event and we were blessed by their expertise and guidance. The morning flew fast and before we knew it was
noon.
We “broke” for lunch and people brought out their bag lunch. This provided more time to visit with one another. After a quick bite to eat we
continued with our projects and couldn’t believe how quickly the day had
gone. It was soon 2 p.m. and people started to depart with their creations in their possession.
Everyone seemed to have a wonderful time and what an enjoyable day
for all.
Donna McAuslan

What are your Sunday School kids doing on the PA Day on April 5? If you could kindly put this in your bulletin, announce it as the date approaches, and encourage your children to come to this amazing day in The Word, we sincerely
appreciate it! Thank you!
https://www.facebook.com/events/302824363691078/
Carol Eagles has been conducting Key Bible Clubs for many years, and her love for children and her love for The Word
are apparent, and the kids love her.
Registration is at 8:50 a.m.
Pick up time is 3:30 p.m.
Please bring a bagged lunch. Snacks are provided
Children will also be playing outdoor games during the lunch hour.
There will be a short presentation for parents and caregivers at pick up time.
Bring your Sunday Schools to this great day.
Parents can arrange carpool or a church can bring a car load or 2?
Thank you for your helping kids have a fun day in The Word on their PA Day.
RSVP if you'd like ahead of time to this email address hopeunited@brktelon.ca, write a
note of our Facebook page (Hope Alvinston-St. Andrews Cairo United Churches) or
leave a message at the church at 519-898-2190.
Thanks so much!
Hope United Church, Alvinston

First Baptist Church Petrolia

6

April—May 2019

Complimentary Dinner April 9, 2019
First Baptist Church, Petrolia
All are welcome to this fund raising
opportunity.

A delicious dinner will be served and
we will hear from this ministry about
their work in the far east.

The church’s web site is: http://
firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/
The church’s new email is
fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
If you need spiritual help during this time, please
contact one of the deacons:
Ministry Leader:
Alex Craig 1-519-786-3325
Deacons:
Harald Rust—519-882-0104
Brad Loosely – 519-882-2073
Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092
Janice White 519-882-1874
Find us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia-
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