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Spiritual Gifts for the Common Good

Pastor Alex Craig

In the early 1940s, Swiss inventor George de Mestral went on a walk with his dog. Upon his return home, he noticed
that his dog's coat and his pants were covered with cockleburs. His inventor's curiosity led him to study the burrs under a microscope, where he discovered its natural hook-like shape.
This was to become the basis for a unique, two-sided fastener -- one side with stiff "hooks" like the burrs and the other side with the soft "loops" like the fabric of his pants. The result was VELCRO® brand hook and loop fasteners,
named for the French words "velour" and "crochet."
Most of us are grateful for Velcro. It easily brings things together and keeps them secure. Yet it is not the bringing
together of disparate parts that is the wonder of Velcro. One might say that since it was invented nearly sixty years
ago it was a "mute idol" for much of its life.
Its invention certainly solved a problem and gave its inventor great satisfaction. But it was only when it was put to its
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shoes, holding computers, fastening together hospital implements, and you name it. What
a difference it has made in our world.
How wonderful that one side of the gift with its stiff "hooks" could come together with the other side of the gift, its
soft "loops." We are grateful for Velcro due to the many ways its fastening capability has been put to use.
Likewise God has given us “spiritual gifts” to make a difference in our world. We are to use the Holy Spirit's gifts
to us not only to build up the church, but to make this world a better place for the people for whom Christ died.
The purpose of spiritual gifts is for the enrichment of the body. In 1 Corinthians 12:7 we’re told that the gifts are
given, “for the common good”. In verse 25 we’re told, “there should be no division in the body, but that its
parts should have equal concern for each other.”
Gifts are not primarily for personal enrichment. Our gifts are given us to edify, exhort and encourage the church.
A true spiritual gift opens doors, changes lives, and builds up the body of Christ.
Gifts should lead to unity not division. In verse 25 we’re told “But God has combined the members of the body and
has given greater honour to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body Spiritual gifts
were never meant to divide churches. Rather than rank each other, we’re to love and appreciate each other (it’s not
coincidence that the “Love Chapter” is in the middle of this discussion of spiritual gifts). Rather than envy each other we’re to give thanks for each other.
Making a diligent effort to find your spiritual gift/gifts is time well spent. When you find and accept your place
in the Kingdom of God, it’s one of the most fulfilling, satisfying and enjoyable experiences of life.

When you discover what God wants you to do there’s a new sense of purpose and mission in your life. You’ll begin
serving with joy and enthusiasm. And when God’s church begins to serve with joy and enthusiasm . . . blessing is
sure to follow.
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February 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

Association Executive Meeting—
Strathroy

3

4

10:30 Worship

5

6

7:00 pm Bible
Study and Prayer

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

10

11

12

13

10:30 Worship

7:00 p.m.: Puzzlemania and Board
Games Night

7:00 pm Bible
Study and Prayer

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

17

18

19

20

7:00 pm Annual
Meeting

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

26

27

7:00 pm Bible
Study and Prayer

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

10:30 Worship

24
10:30 Worship
Family Sunday
Sunny Sunday Exchange

25

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

7:00 Chess Club

7:00 p.m.: Valentine
Game Show Night

28

Food Bank Sunday
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March 2019
Sun

Mon

3 10:30 Worship 4

Tue

5
7:00 pm Bible
Study and Prayer

10

11

10:30 Worship

7:00 p.m.: Puzzlemania and Board
Games Night

17

18

10:30 Worship

24
10:30 Worship

12
7:00 pm Bible
Study and Prayer

19
7:00 pm Bible
Study and Prayer

25
.

26
7:00 pm Bible
Study and Prayer

Wed

6

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

7:00 chess club

7:00 p.m.: Spring
Has Sprung, with
Connie Rouse

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

13
10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

20
10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

27
10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

31
10:30 Worship
Sunny Sunday
Exchange
Food Bank Sunday

Did you know....
We have a Church Library with a good assortment of books
and materials for 'young and old'?? Located on shelves in the
Fellowship Hall, this can be your 'next stop' for some winter
reading!
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From our Deacon’s
Some of the highlights at our last Deacon's Board Meeting are: 1) Harald Rust was appointed as Chairperson of the Board.
2) Brad Loosley was appointed as the Church Moderator at the Business Meeting.
3) Pastor Alex reported that the Christmas Service was a great success with a great turn out and appreciated the willingness of so
many who participated.
4) New people have been attending the Sunday morning Service.

5) The Deacon's approved a Youth Sunday, Mission Sunday and Family Sunday.
6) Brian Horrobin has confirmed to be our 2019 Anniversary Speaker and the Lambton Youth Choir will provide the music.
7) The Far East Broadcasting Canada has agreed to host their April 9th Friendship Dinner at our Church.
8) The Deacon's and Property are looking at moving the projector and lab top.
9) Lloyd McDonald and Bill Baker were Thanked for their past service to the Board .

10) The following appointments were made and reported to the Congregation:
a) Finance--Brad
b) Property--Harald

LIVE Magazine

c) Fellowship--Janice
d) Nominating--Donna and Brad

e) Outreach--Donna

"Sing For Joy" was a joyful celebration of carol singing, warm fellowship, and tasty treats. This collaborative event by the Music Department and Outreach
Committee was well attended, and was a great evening
all around. A huge thanks to everyone who participated

Bev Woolaver is currently collecting the
subscriptions for Live Magazine. It is
$20.00 per year for info and encouragement from our Baptist Women’s
headquarters.

live magazine is an award-winning publication issued bi-monthly by Canadian
Baptist Women of Ontario and Quebec.
It’s available in one of three ways:
•

Online edition

•

Print edition

•

Audio edition

Subscribers to the online edition
of live also receive the print edition. If you
would like an audio copy of the magazine,
please contact the editor at rsejames@gmail.com or 416-651-8967.
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Opportunities for Baptist Women.
Summer 2019 STM to Dixon Ministry, Toronto
https://baptistwomen.com/events/

July 21 – 26, 2019
This summer, experience cross-cultural ministry without leaving Canada.

Baptist Women Spring 2019 Conference
https://baptistwomen.com/events/
CHOSEN | HOLY | CALLED
declaring the goodness of God

A conference for all women who are ready to hear then declare
Friday May 3 – Saturday May 4
Mississauga Chinese Baptist Church

Great Canadian Bible Study 2019
Any time in 2019 (though most women pick a date in January)

The Great Canadian Bible Study gathers women across Canada to experience a wellwritten and research Bible study and to donate to an international project supported by
Canadian Baptist Women and Canadian Baptist Ministries (CBM).
Support from 2019’s study will go to the Migrant Workers Childrenproject in rural China.
Did you know that over the last three years, Baptist women across Canada raised
$41,000 through this Study to support literacy in Rwanda?
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Our Church Family has been working on a “love Quilt” for
Jean Bradshaw. It will help her remember that we support
her in all the ways we can while she deals with her health
issues. Thanks to Wyn, Bev and Donna for their sewing
expertise! It will be sent home to her Jan 27, 2019

The owner of an old-fashioned corner grocery store in a small country
town was fond of quoting a scripture after each sale. He had three old
friends that would sit around a pot-bellied stove, playing checkers on a
faded board. His ability to produce a scripture for all occasions never
ceased to amuse the old timers, and they would listen to see what verse
he would come up with relevant to the sale made.
A lady purchased some material and he said, "She seeketh wool, and
flax, and worketh willingly with her hands." A man bought a sack of
flour; he said "Man does not live by bread alone, but every word that
proceeded out of the mouth of God." A little boy bought some candy and
as he rung it up he quoted, "Suffer the little children to come unto Me."
It was nearly closing time when the chimes over the door jangled loudly.
A well dressed young man, obviously a stranger from one of the larger
towns down the road, entered.
"Help you?" offered the proprietor.
"I need a blanket for my horse," said the man. "He's out in his trailer and
it's too cold for just one. Bring me the nicest one you've got!"
The store owner went in the back store room and came back with a
brown blanket. "That'll be five dollars."

"Five dollars? You've got to be kidding!' said the man. "This horse is a
thoroughbred. He gets only the best! He wouldn't stand still for an old
five dollar blanket." Without comment, the store owner took back the
blanket, then merely selected a different color and brought it out. "This
one's $25 dollars."
"Now, look," said the young man. "Perhaps I didn't make myself plain.
This isn't just any old horse! He's worth thousands! Now I want the best,
most expensive blanket you've got! Comprende?" The owner once more
went into the store room, pulled out another color of the same material
and brought it back. "This is the only one left, and it's $100."
"Now that's more like it!" enthused the fellow as he paid. Throwing the
five dollar blanket over his shoulder, he left. The old timers stared silently at the shopkeeper as they waited to see what possible scripture he
could come up with for that sale! Going behind the register, he rang up
the hundred dollars and said, "He was a stranger, and I took him in."
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One day the zoo-keeper noticed that the monkey was reading two books - the Bible and Darwin's The Origin of Species. In surprise he asked the ape, "Why are you reading
both those books"?
"Well," said the monkey, "I just wanted to know if I
was my brother's keeper or my keeper's brother."

The church’s web site is: http://
firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/
The church’s new email is
fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
If you need spiritual help during this time, please
contact one of the deacons:
Ministry Leader:
Alex Craig 1-519-786-3325
Deacons:
Harald Rust—519-882-0104
Brad Loosely – 519-882-2073
Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092
Janice White 519-882-1874
Find us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia-
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More Upcoming Events
April 9 6:30 Far East Broadcasting dinner
and meeting
April 19 Good Friday
April 21 Easter

Elie & Mireille Haddad
Serving in Lebanon
Elie serves as President of the Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary (ABTS) in Beirut, Lebanon. ABTS equips leaders for the Church
in the entire Arabic-speaking world. Students come from as far west as Morocco
and as far east as Iraq. Mireille serves with
Heart for Lebanon, a Christian NGO that
provides humanitarian aid and relief to marginalized people groups, including the ever
increasing number of refugees who continue
to enter Lebanon. Mireille works primarily
among female refugees, caring for them
physically, emotionally, educationally, and
spiritually. Both Elie and Mireille grew up in
Lebanon before immigrating to Canada. Elie
was a senior technical consultant in the field
of information technology before he and
Mireille joined CBM in 2005.
The Haddad couple have been supported
financially by us in the amount of $100/mo
for 2018 (which is the same as we used to
send to Rupen and Mamta Das working in
Europe and the Middle East for
CBMin before they went to work for the Canadian Bible Society).
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