First News & Notes
October—November 2018

Breaking Down Barriers
Breaking down barriers is an urgent need in our world today. Barriers isolate, separate, and frustrate the builder. When we build barriers we not only keep others out, but we also barricade ourselves in.
As Christians, we’re challenged to break down barriers, and bear one another’s burdens.
Priceless examples are given in the book of Philemon of breaking down barriers among people.
Barriers are Broken When Christians Are Friends
One cannot be a barrier builder and a friend at the same time.
Paul gave Philemon a description of the characteristics of a friend. Any one of us who uses these
characteristics as a model for his way of life will break down barriers.
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Paul
used four terms that typify friendship.
Beloved, Brother, Fellow Worker, and Fellow Soldier.
Beloved – A Barrier Breaker!
God used this word when describing His relationship to His Son. Matthew 3:17. Paul used the
word beloved, about 30 times in the New Testament. The Living Bible has an excellent paraphrase
of the love chapter, I Corinthians 13. Love is described as patient, kind, never jealous, envious,
boastful or proud. Love is never haughty, selfish or rude. Isn’t that a great formula to break
down barriers?
Brother/Sister – A Barrier Breaker
Brotherhood/Sisterhood is more than putting up with one another. See the powerful imagery in
Acts 9 when Ananias goes to Saul the great persecutor of the early church after his conversion, and
calls him “Brother Saul.” What an incredible barrier breaker!
Fellow Worker – A Barrier Breaker
The Apostle Paul challenged the Corinthian Christians to work together with the Lord.
We are to be labourers together with God. 1 Corinthians 3:9
This implies each one of is to be working – now!

Fellow Soldier – A Barrier Breaker
Paul admonished young Timothy to endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 2 Timothy
2:3. Can there be any greater testimony to a hurting world than brothers and sisters “with one mind
and one spirit” striving together for the faith of the Gospel?
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October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

11

12

13

19

20

26

27

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study
Betty & George
Anniversary

7

8

Special Thanksgiving Service

9

10

7:00 Adult Bible
Study

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

16

17

18

7:00 Adult Bible
Study

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

Ron Pratt

23

24

25

7:00 Adult Bible
Study

10:00 Ladies Bible
Study

Deacon’s Meeting

31

10:30 Worship and
Junior Church

14

15

10:30 Worship and
Junior Church
Soup Luncheon for
Missionfest
3:00Grateful Hearts
Concert

21

22

10:30 Worship and
Junior Church

28

29

30

10:30 Worship and
Junior Church

7:00 Me Time

7:00 Adult Bible
Study

7:00 Music and Desert

Sunny Sunday Exchange
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

4 10:30 Worship 5Baptist World
and Junior Church

Day of Prayer

Tue

Wed

6 7:00 Adult
Bible Study

7 10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9 Madeline

10

Pierce
Missionfest

11

10:30 Worship and Junior
Church

Collect Shoeboxes

12

13

14

10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

15

16

17

24

7:00 Adult
Bible Study

7:00 Puzzlemania

18

10:30 Worship and Junior
Church

19

20

21

10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

22

23

25

26

27

28

10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

29

30

10:30 Worship and Junior
Church

7:00 Adult
Bible Study

7:00 Adult
Bible Study

7:00 Me Time

Sunny Sunday Exchange

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Samaritan’s Purse Shoeboxes and
Brochures have arrived and are on the
table at the back of the church.
Collection date this year will be Sunday,
November 11th. A donation of $10.00 per
box is requested to offset shipping costs.
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A Tribute to Karen

by Donna McAuslan

Karen Christie. What a girl! She would have been 55 on Sunday Sept. 16,
2018 but God had other plans. She was a friend and will be missed.
I knew Karen for close to 20 years. She used to attend our church here, at
First Baptist, and I got to know her and we became friends. I quickly was
included in her circle of family, her workers, and other friends.
Her mother was a great influence on her life. I met her mother Mary and
could see where Karen got her caring from. Karen would always ask about
my girls and Norm, when we got together, and was always interested in what
was going on in my life. With the addition of my grandson, Karen was
starting to ask about him as well.
Karen and I would stay in contact by phone and by visits either at her place
or my house. Karen and Viola would scoot around town on their scooters
and sometimes drop into my place. Once Karen went to live at Meadowview her visits on her scooter lessened but we still stayed in contact.
Once she got her electric wheel chair, which she was so proud of, she was
able to get out and have the freedom to travel uptown. It was always a treat to see Karen uptown unexpectedly and
I would get a hug and usually Viola would be with her.
Each year we would celebrate each of our birthdays. Of course this included going out for a meal and shopping in
Sarnia. I know Karen looked forward to this time. What fun time we had sharing what we had been up to since the
last time we had met. Karen would always want to leave our time together with a hug and a kiss on the cheek. We
would have one of these special days just the day before Karen died. We had planned to go do our usual thing in
Sarnia and we had a great visit. Little did I know that this would be the last time I would see my friend Karen.
The last few months of her life she had the pleasure of getting to know her friend Dan. He was very special to her
and she loved to talk about him to her friends.
Karen was very proud of her accomplishments such as her job she once had, being able to manoeuvre on her own
by her electric wheelchair, and her art work. She loved displaying them and giving them to friends.
We never know what is around the next corner. Karen has taught me to cherish life's moments and never take people for granted that they will always be there. Share with others and never miss an opportunity to be with loved
ones. They may not be there tomorrow. Love deeper and speak sweeter and be the friend you would like to have.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH BBQ 2018
Feasting and fellowship came together as two great combinations as we enjoyed our church BBQ.
On Fri. Aug. 24, 2018 Alex and Wyn Craig welcomed us all into their home.
What a treat!
We could not ask for more excellent hosts for this event.
All they asked was we bring our lawn chairs.
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Deacon’s Report
Some of the highlights from
our Deacon's Meeting held
on Thursday September
20th 2018 are as follows:

1) Pastor Alex Craig, has
agreed to extend his working agreement with the
Church for an additional 2
years until July 1st 2021.
2) Deacon Harald Rust was
appointed as Church Moderator for our next business
meeting to be held on Tuesday November 20th 2018.
3) Wyn Craig was appointed as a Communion Steward for Oct., Nov., Dec.,
and she has accepted.
4) Pastor Alex is preparing
for our Anniversary Sunday next year.

Please see Harald for tickets for Missionfest.
There will be a soup luncheon
October 14 to raise funds for this
project. A Sign up sheet is on the
back table at the church.
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Our Church’s 150th Anniversary
is only 4 years away!
Jean Bradshaw and Wanda Pratt
are collecting pictures and stories
they hope to share in an expanded
book to celebrate this occasion.
Please let them know if you have
pictures and/or stories to include.

Registration forms are on the back table at the
church. Bev Woolaver is collecting them for us.

The church’s web site is: http://
firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/
The church’s new email is
fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
If you need spiritual help during this time,
please contact one of the deacons:
Ministry Leader: Alex Craig 1-519-7863325
Deacons:
Harald Rust—519-882-0104
Brad Loosely – 519-882-2073
Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092
Lloyd McDonald – 519-882-1740
Bill Baker – 519-882-2325
Find us on facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-ChurchPetrolia-

Service Opportunities
1. Some Ladies to plan a Christmas party for the ladies
2. Some ladies to plan the Nov. 5 World
day of Prayer for Baptists
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Your next newsletter will be in
your inbox or mailbox November 25
Please have your info to Wanda by November 18
The next newsletter will cover
December 18 and January 19
wjpratt10@outlook.com
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“God Bless the Broken Road”: The Forest United Church is sponsoring Movie Nights on Mon., Oct.
8 & Thurs., Oct. 11
@ 7:30 p.m. at the Forest Kiwanis Kineto Theatre. Free-will offering.
The story tells of a young mother who loses her husband in Afghanistan and struggles to raise their
young daughter in his absence. It is based on the hit Rascal Flatts' song "God Bless the Broken
Road”. The film combines elements of faith, country music, and stock car racing while paying tribute to
those who serve in the Military. Seating first-come-first served. Doors open at 6:45.
http://www.godblessthebrokenroad.com/

What do Jewish Holidays have to do with Christians?
When we say that Jesus fulfilled all of the Old Testament, that includes the various Jewish festivals and
holidays. Since Yom Kippur: the Day of Atonement is in the fall, that is a
good time to look at that holiday.
Two web sites have very good articles about this important holy day.
https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/what-does-the-day-of-atonementhave-to-do-with-jesus-christ explains how Jesus fits into all the regulations and ceremonies connected with Yom Kippur.
https://margaretfeinberg.com/3-ways-to-celebrate-yom-kippur-as-a-christfollower/ has another good explanation of Yom Kippur and how a Christian can celebrate the essence of it.
First Baptist Church Petrolia
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Mark Buchanan Event at First Baptist London, Saturday Oct 27, 1
-4 pm.
Dear friends of the MLHA - many of us know about Mark Buchanan
because we have read his books, have heard him speak at a CBOQ
Annual Assembly and also at Arkona last year. He is excellent - and
I like the way he doesn’t just talk - he facilitates discussion among
those who come.
Well a number of churches in our area - including First Baptist London and Egerton Church - in conjunction with World Vision - Canada
are bringing him to this area for an afternoon conference at First Baptist London on Saturday October 27 from 1 to 4 pm.
And the even better news is - it’s free! (Thanks to World Vision!)

The Theme is Inspiring Justice - helping the poor both locally and
globally. Come and hear about how we can do a better job helping
the impoverished.
I heard a story recently that helped me understand this. A man was standing beside a flowing river when
a drowning person came floating along - so the man jumped in and saved them. A few ministers later another drowning person floated by and the same thing happened. And then another - and another! Finally
- exhausted - the man doing the rescuing shouted to one of the bystanders - “Someone run upstream and
find out who or what is pushing all these people into the river - and stop them!”
We are like that - we need to rescue and help the individuals that come to us drowning in poverty - but we
also need to go upstream and also address the conditions that create and sustain poverty. That’s the call
of the Gospel - right?
Please consider bringing your church leadership and other interested people to this. Seriously- this could
help transform your church. Fill a couple of vans and come and discover what you can do to overcome
poverty here at home and around the world.
Also - Terry Posthumus will be doing worship and sharing a bit of his story. You won’t want to miss this.
This event is open to anyone who would like to come - and it’s free. Pastor Al Roberts and I would like to
issue a special invitation to this event to the other pastors and people of the MLHA.
Sincerely,
Pastor Dave Snihur
519-788-1086
egertonchurch.com

These are some of the
books Mark has written.
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