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Only One Thing – Luke 10:38-42 

One thing is absolutely necessary if we are to live a healthy, happy and useful Christian life. Do you know what that 
one thing is? Mary and Mar tha were enter taining the Lord Jesus. Mar tha, a splendid hostess, busied her self 
with preparations for a meal for Jesus and His disciples.  

But Martha felt that Mary was unreasonable in leaving her to serve up the meal, and she even questioned the Lord 
for allowing Mary to sit there while there was work to be done (verses 39-40). Then it was that Jesus spoke very 
tenderly to Martha, calling her by her name and saying, “You are careful and troubled about many things: but one 
thing is absolutely necessary” (verses 41-42) – and Mary had chosen that “one thing”!  

1. What Does This “One Thing” Imply? 

It implies Reception. In ver se 38, we read that Mar tha received Jesus into her  house, and Mary received Him 
also. Before Mary could sit at the Saviour’s feet she had to welcome Him into her presence. To sit at His feet and 
listen to His words implies that this reception has taken place.  

It implies Devotion. The fact that Mary was sitting at the Saviour ’s feet indicates that she loved Him very much, 
and in order that she might keep His words she was listening to them and learning from them. 

It implies Submission. Mary didn’t stand, she sat. She subjected herself to His authority and teaching. She sat in 
the place of humility. 

2. Why Is This “One Thing” So Absolutely Necessary? 

It is absolutely necessary if we are to experience a well-balanced Christian life. The two elements of a well-
poised Christian life are sitting and serving, receiving and giving; but the sitting must always precede the 
serving.  

It is absolutely necessary for clear guidance. There is nothing the Lor d longs to do more for  us than to guide 
us in all the details of our daily lives. 

It is absolutely necessary for overcoming self. Mar tha was ir r itated and distr acted, and she complained. This 
could have been prevented if she had taken the time to also sit at the Saviour’s feet. One sure way of learning to 
overcome the self-life is by regularly sitting at His feet and hearing His Word. 

It is absolutely necessary to gain His commendation. In ver se 42 we are told that our  Lor d commended Mary 
for sitting at His feet and hearing His word. Nothing pleases Him more than when we wait in silent worship and 
praise.  

We only get this “one thing” by real determination and resolution. Notice that in verse 42 we are told that Mary 
chose to sit at Jesus’ feet. It was a matter of deliberate choice.  

How determined are we to please Him? 

Alex Craig 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  

8:30 a.m. Ladies 

Adventure to Lon-

don 

2 

3 10:30 Worship 4 Larry Ainsworth 

Mary Deacon 

5 7:00 p.m. Bible 

Study 

6 10:00 Ladies 

Bible Study 

7  

CBOQ Assembly 

8  

CBOQ Assembly 

Brad & Wendy Loos-
ley Anniversary 

9 

CBOQ Assembly 

10 

10:30 Worship 

Wayne Robertson 

11 12 7:00 p.m. 

Business Meeting 

 

Harald & Sara 

Rust Anniversary 

13 l10:00 La-

dies Bible Study 

14 15 16 

17  

10:30 Worship 

Fathers Day 

Baby Bottles Due 

18 19 7:00 p.m. 

Bible Study 

 Chantal Brandon 

20 21 22 23 

24 

10:30 Worship 

 

Food Bank Sunday 

 

Lloyd McDonald 

25 26 7:00 p.m. 

Bible Study 

27 

Chloe Burdett  

Jonah Burdett 

Lee & Jean Brad-

shaw Anniversary 

Norm & Donna 

McAuslan Anni-

versary 

28 29 Chess Club 30 

June 2018 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

110:30 Worship 2 3  

Jessica Robertson 

4 5 Judy and Bill 

Baker Anniversary 

6 7Brad Loosley 

810:30 Worship 9 10 Janice & 

Phill Kazek Anni-

versary 25 yrs. 

11 12  

Cheryl Cassin 

13 14 

15 

10:30 Worship 

16 VBS 17 VBS 18 VBS 19 VBS 20 VBS 21 

22 

10:30 Worship 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 

10:30 Worship 

30 31     

July 2018 

Some of our First Ladies were able to attend the Pregnancy Centre’s High 
Tea Gala in early May.   

The event was held at the Dante 
Club in Sarnia and featured a silent 
auction,  live auction and an oppor-
tunity to financially support this 
important organization in our com-
munity.  
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Looking Ahead: 
 

10:30 a.m. each Sunday 

Corporate Worship 

Junior Church for children 

All are Welcome 

************************************ 

VBS is being planned for July 16—20 

Details will be distributed as soon as they are avail-
able. 

 

******************************* 

Missionfest is  

November 10 

Central Baptist,  Sarnia 
 

What a great celebration of our 146th Church Anniversary.  
The decorations in the church were beautiful and the Lamb-
ton Youth Choir inspired us with their singing.  All of that 
was followed by a great luncheon and fellowship.   
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What an amazing time we had at the Island Getaway.  The Outreach 
Team thought of everything!  We had a tiki bar, games, a fire and singing, 
even a photo booth!   
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Deacons Report 

 The church’s 146th Anniversary celebration was a huge success as was the Mothers day ser-
vice 

 The Deacon’s are going to bring a recommendation to the June 12 business meeting regard-
ing replacing the last furnace downstairs.  ( it is 30 years old)   

 Aprox cost of new furnace is $6,000 

 Aprox cost of wall air conditioning for Fellowship Hall/Kitchen is $6,500. 

 The Deacons will also be recommending that the outreach committee be given a budget of 
$400.  (this will be voted on) 

 Our ‘Rejuvenation Crew”  (Joyce and Leone) are working on the prayer room now and will 
also be fixing the front steps. 

 The Deacons ask that anyone wanting to borrow chairs, tables, video equipment please pass 
the request through them so that anyone using our facility has the equipment they need.   

 After much hard work and dedication over the last 2 years,  Bill Baker is on a leave of ab-
sence from being chair of the Deacons Board and Moderator positions.  Brad Loosley will be 
the Chair of the Deacon’s board for now and Harald will be the Moderator of the June 12 
Business Meeting.  The Deacon’s will make further decisions about these positions as need-
ed.  

 The Deacons are looking for a second person to attend the ordination council in London May 
29.  That person must be a member of the church. 

 There is also an opportunity for a second member to represent our church at the Baptist Con-
vention in Mississauga June 7—9.  Some of your expenses will be paid.  

 Brad Loosley and Alex Craig are taking applications for one of our children to go to Camp 
Hermosa courtesy Chuck and Marie Montgomery.    

  The CBOQ Assembly in June is set to be an amazing time of 
learning and worship.   Lead with  Love is the theme of the con-
vention  

Three of the Speakers are Chap Clark, Tim Day and Drew 
Brown. All are experienced leaders and have much wisdom to 
share.   

Besides all that,  there are 12 learning sessions to choose from 
with a variety of topics.   

More information is available at: https://baptist.ca/ 
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VBS is being 
planned for July 
16 to 20 this year.   

Again this year,  4 
churches are involved 
with the planning and ex-
ecution of this major 
town-wide event.  

 

Following is a list of craft items that are needed.   

If you can help with VBS as a leader,  please contact Alex Craig. You will need a 
police check. 

Craft Supplies needed:  

Fabric Markers and paint**** 
Thick Cardboard Tubes (Wrapping paper)****(30) 
Aquarium Gravel**** 
Embroidery Floss****(need bright colors and a variety ) 
Black Sandpaper**** 
35 Branches (for making fishing poles)****(at least 2 feet) 
Coloured Sand*** 
35 Mason Jar Lids****( just the ring part)  small lids only (jam jar) 
Foam Stickers in Summer or Beach Shapes*** 
Green Painter’s Tape*** 
35 Aluminum pie plate 9” 
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The church’s web site is: http://
firstbaptistpetrolia.ca/ 

The church’s new email is  

fbcpetrolia@gmail.com  

If you need spiritual help during this 
time, please contact one of the deacons: 

Ministry Leader: Alex Craig  1-519-786-
3325 

Deacons:  

Harald Rust—519-882-0104 

Brad Loosley – 519-882-2073  

Donna McAuslan – 519-882-3092  

Lloyd McDonald – 519-882-1740  

Bill Baker – 519-882-2325   

Find us on facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church
-Petrolia- 

 

Your next newsletter will be 
in your inbox or mailbox Ju-
ly 29 

Please have your info to 
Wanda by July 22 

The next newsletter will cov-
er August and September  

wjpratt10@outlook.com 

A Little Shuffle 

The music department has experi-
enced a bit of an instrument shuf-
fle!  We’re grateful for the gift of 
Ruth Brown’s piano (Yamaha), 
which is now in the music loft next 
to it’s electronic 
“counterpart” (Yamaha 580 Music 
Synthesizer). The piano that was in 
our sanctuary is now in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  All are tuned and 
ready to make music for the Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young people from this church have experienced Camp 
Hermosa for many years.  This year will be no exception 
with plans being made already and registrations being 
sent in.   

Chuck and Marie Montgomery are providing a scholar-
ship for one camper this year.  To apply for this, please 
contact either Brad Loosley or Alex Craig.  

 


